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Social Justice in Twentieth-Century Europe

Social justice has returned to the heart of political debate in present-day

Europe. But what does it mean in different national histories and political

regimes, and how has this changed over time? This book provides the ûrst

historical account of the evolution of notions of social justice across Europe

since the late nineteenth century. Written by an international team of leading

historians, the book analyses the often-divergent ways in which political

movements, state institutions, intellectual groups, and social organisations

have understood and sought to achieve social justice. Conceived as an

emphatically European analysis covering both the eastern and western halves

of the continent, Social Justice in Twentieth-Century Europe demonstrates

that no political movement ever held exclusive ownership of the meaning of

social justice. Conversely, its deûnition has always been strongly contested,

between those who would deûne it in terms of equality of conditions or of

opportunity; the security provided by state authority or the freedom of

personal initiative; the individual rights of a liberal order or the social

solidarities of class, nation, confession, or Volk.
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The present book is not intended as the deûnitive word on the history of

social justice. Rather, its primary ambition is to put social justice on the map

for historians, who, in contrast to practitioners from other disciplines, have

hitherto largely eschewed the subject. If this volume manages to act as a

stimulus to others to explore further the intricacies of social justice in

twentieth-century Europe, then its objectives will have been achieved.
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