
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-37052-3 — Power and Inequality
Alessandro Roncaglia
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Power and Inequality

Power is a broad and complex concept that cuts across all �elds in the 

humanities and social sciences. Written by a leading historian of eco-

nomic thought, Power and Inequality presents a wide-ranging and 

multi-disciplinary analysis of power as an economic and social issue. 

Its aim is not to formulate a new abstract theory of power but rather 

to illustrate the different ways in which power is used to exacerbate 

social and economic inequality. Issues such as division of labour and 

its evolution, different forms of capitalism up to the money-manager 

economy, the role of networks (from the family to masonic lodges 

and the ma�a), the state and the international arena, culture and the 

role of the masses are considered. The analysis of these elements, 

causing inequalities of various kinds, is a prerequisite for devising 

progressive policy strategies aiming at a reduction of inequalities 

through a strategy of reforms.

Alessandro Roncaglia is Emeritus Professor of Economics, Sapi-

enza University of Rome, and member of the Accademia Nazionale 

dei Lincei (since 2018 in its Presidency Council). He has also been 

President of the Italian Economists Society. His book The Wealth of 

Ideas (2005) received the Blanqui Prize. He also won the Guggenheim 

Prize in the History of Economic Thought for 2019.
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Studies in New Economic Thinking

The 2008 �nancial crisis pointed to problems in economic theory that 

require more than just big data to solve. INET’s series in New Eco-

nomic Thinking exists to ensure that innovative work that advances 

economics and better integrates it with other social sciences and 

the study of history and institutions can reach a broad audience in 

a timely way.
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The project for this book was de�ned between 2008 and 2009, after 

a fair amount of preparatory work and lengthy discussions, together 

with Roberto Villetti; then Roberto fell ill and work came to a stand-

still. Even today, however, the ingredients have remained more or 

less unchanged, despite the mass of notes that I have gradually accu-

mulated and the works that I have published on contiguous themes 

(Roncaglia 1977, 1983, 2001, 2005, 2009, 2015, 2019).

For years I had hoped to complete the project in collaboration 

with Roberto, as I considered his experience as an active politician 

and his remarkable interdisciplinary culture essential; but Roberto 

passed away, after a long illness, in September 2019. His advice, criti-

cism and suggestions were essential in the setting-up phase of the 

work; I miss our long discussions very much today. I cannot involve 

him in the �nal result, of which I am sure he would as always have 

had much to say. But I do not think he would have minded having 

this book dedicated to him, with affection, in memory of our long 

collaboration.

My brother Gino, an expert in the new media that have taken 

on such importance in the most recent phase of the struggle for 

power, gave me a great deal of help, with reading suggestions, food 

for thought, critical observations.

Together with Roberto and Gino, I would like to thank, with-

out involving them in the �nal result, two anonymous referees, 

Michele Alacevic, Marco D’Eramo, Anna Gialluca, Maria Chiara 

Malaguti, Roberto Petrini, Michele Salvati, Roberto Schiattarella, 

and above all Arnaldo Bagnasco, Carlo D’Ippoliti and Mario 

Tonveronachi, who read previous drafts of this work or some of 

its chapters and provided very useful critical and constructive 
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useful comments and reading suggestions and for his decisive sup-

port for the realization of this English edition, to Inet for a grant 

covering translation expenses, and to Graham Sells and Thomas 

Marshall for a most able stylistic revision.
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