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Applied Science

For almost two centuries, the category of ‘applied science’ was widely
taken to be both real and important. Then, its use faded. How could an
entire category of science appear and disappear? By taking a longue
durée approach to British attitudes across the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, Robert Bud explores the scientific and cultural trends that led
to such a dramatic rise and fall. He traces the prospects and conse-
quences that gave the term meaning, from its origins to its heyday as an
elixir to cure many of the economic, cultural, and political ills of the
United Kingdom, eventually overtaken by its competitor, ‘technology’.
Bud examines how ‘applied science’ was shaped by educational and
research institutions, sociotechnical imaginaries, and political ideolo-
gies and explores the extent to which non-scientific lay opinion, medi-
ated by politicians and newspapers, could become a driver in the
classification of science.

Robert Bud is Emeritus Keeper at London’s Science Museum. He has
led science, medicine, and curatorial research at the Museum, writing
and editing books across chemical, biotechnological, and scientific
instrument history.
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Series Editors

Lissa Roberts, University of Twente

Simon J. Schaffer, University of Cambridge
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Science in History is a major series of ambitious books on the history of the
sciences from the mid-eighteenth century through the mid-twentieth century,
highlighting work that interprets the sciences from perspectives drawn from
across the discipline of history. The focus on the major epoch of global economic,
industrial and social transformations is intended to encourage the use of sophis-
ticated historical models to make sense of the ways in which the sciences have
developed and changed. The series encourages the exploration of a wide range of
scientific traditions and the interrelations between them. It particularly welcomes
work that takes seriously the material practices of the sciences and is broad in
geographical scope.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/sciencehistory
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This book is dedicated to the staff of the Science

Museum Library and Archives, past and present.
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