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Imperial Borderlands

What are the institutions that govern border spaces and how do they impact

long-term economic and social development? This book focuses on the Habs-

burg military frontier zone, which originated in the sixteenth century as an

instrument for protecting the empire’s southern border against the threat of the

Ottoman Empire and which lasted until the 1880s. The book outlines the condi-

tions under which this extractive institution affected development, showing how

locals were forced to work as soldiers and exposed to rigid communal property

rights, an inflexible labor market, and discrimination when it came to the pro-

vision of public infrastructure. While the formal institutions set up during the

military colony disappeared, their legacy can be traced in political attitudes and

social norms even today with the violence and abuses exercised by the impe-

rial government transformed into distrust in public authorities, limited political

involvement, and low social capital.
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Tomáš Cvrček, and Tamás Vonyó provided incredible feedback on the

project. They took the time to read the draft manuscript and provided

www.cambridge.org/9781009365161
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36516-1 — Imperial Borderlands
Bogdan G. Popescu
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Acknowledgments xiii

thoughtful comments, which allowed me to write a much better book as

a result.

I am also very appreciative of the support of the Executive Publisher

for History at Cambridge, Michael Watson, and the Economic History

Series editors who supported the project. To be published by the flagship

book series in economic history at the world’s oldest university press is

indeed an honor.

Beyond funders and publishers, a number of individuals deserve

special praise for their graciousness. I am grateful to Miroslav Birclin,
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