Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

East Asian International Relations

Through the outline of a coherent theoretical foundation for understanding
East Asian international relations, this textbook offers a fresh, analytical
approach, including applications of evolutionary theory that differ from
and contextualize the prevailing theories currently offered for studies of
East Asia. It provides an extensive coverage of ancient world order and
European imperialism preceding contemporary themes of security, eco-
nomic development, money and finance, regionalism, the U.S.-China
rivalry, and democracy versus autocracy. Demonstrating systemically how
facts and theories are constructed, and how these are bound by evolution-
ary constraints, students gain a realistic view of knowledge production and
the mindset and tools to participate actively in determining which facts and
theories are more acceptable than alternatives. Feature boxes, discussion
questions, exercises, and recommended readings are incorporated into each
chapter to encourage active learning. A vital new resource for advanced
undergraduate and graduate students in political science, international
relations, and Asian studies.

Ming Wan is Professor and Associate Dean at George Mason University’s
Schar School of Policy and Government, USA. He has authored several
books, including The Political Economy of East Asia (2020) and The China
Model and Global Political Economy (2017).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

East Asian International
Relations
Evolution and Social Construction

Ming Wan

George Mason University, Virginia

2% CAMBRIDGE

i UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

&%V UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/highereducation/isbn/9781009364577

DOI: 10.1017/9781009364607
© Ming Wan 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009364607
First published 2025
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Wan, Ming, 1960 author.

Title: East Asian international relations : evolution and social
construction / Ming Wan, George Mason University, Virginia.
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge
University Press, 2025. | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2024019543 | ISBN 9781009364577 (hardback) |

ISBN 9781009364591 (paperback) | ISBN 9781009364607 (ebook)
Subjects: LCSH: East Asia — Foreign relations — Textbooks.
Classification: LCC DS518.14 .W36 2025 | DDC 327.5-dc23/eng/20240809
LC record available at https:/Iccn.loc.gov/2024019543

ISBN 978-1-009-36457-7 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-36459-1 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations

Ming Wan
Frontmatter
More Information

To Anne with Love

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations

Ming Wan
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

List of Figures
List of Maps
List of Tables

Preface

Acknowledgments
List of Abbreviations

Part | Introduction and Theory

1 Introduction

1.1

1.2

1.3

Thinking Theoretically

1.1.1  What is Theory?

1.1.2 Why the Theory of Evolution?
Explanation and Evolution

1.2.1 Evolutionary Explanation
1.2.2  The Logics of Action

1.2.3 Functions and Purposes

1.2.4 Constructing Narratives
Design of the Book

Key Terms

Discussion Questions
Exercises

Recommended Readings

2 Constructing Facts and Theories

2.1

2.2

2.3

Constructing Facts and Theories

2.1.1 Constructing Facts

2.1.2 Constructing Theories

2.1.3 Testing and Confirming Theories

IR Theories and East Asia

2.2.1 Realism and East Asia

2.2.2 Liberal Institutionalism and East Asia
2.2.3 Constructivism and East Asia

2.2.4 Marxism and East Asia

2.2.5 Neo-East Asian Traditionalism
Evolutionary Theory for IR

2.3.1 How World Politics Evolves

2.3.2 Comparison with Major IR Approaches

page Xii
Xiv

XV

XVil
XX1il
XX1V

> W

10
13
14
16
17
22
22
22
23

24
24
25
27
29
31
31
35
38
39
40
44
44
46

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

viii Contents

Key Terms

Discussion Questions
Exercises

Recommended Readings

Part Il Historical Background

3 Histories of East Asian International Relations
3.1 Constructing Histories
3.1.1 Constructing Mythical Facts
3.1.2  Constructing Historical Facts
3.1.3 Constructing Scientific Facts
3.2 History of East Asian International Relations
3.2.1 The Chinese World Order
3.2.2 The Khmer Empire (802 to 1431)
3.2.3 War and Peace
3.2.4 The Political Economy
3.3 Lessons of History
3.3.1 Background Knowledge
3.3.2 Historiography and Belief Systems
3.3.3 Foreign Policy Analysis
3.3.4 International Relations Theory
3.4 Conclusion
Key Terms
Discussion Questions
Exercises
Recommended Readings

4 Modern Imperialism in East Asia
4.1 Constructing Western Imperialism
4.1.1 Western Imperialism as Fact
4.1.2 The Rise of the West
4.1.3 Theorizing Western Imperialism
4.2 East Asia Reconstructed?
4.2.1 The “Sprouts of Capitalism”
4.2.2 The March of the Asian Empires
4.2.3 The Great Divergence
4.2.4 Reforms, Backlashes, and Nationalism
4.3 Constructing Japanese Imperialism
4.3.1 Japanese Imperialism as Fact
4.3.2 Theorizing Japanese Imperialism
4.4 Historical Legacies and Memories
4.5 Conclusion
Key Terms

52
53
53
53

57
58
58
61
62
66
66
69
73
76
79
79
80
82
83
&5
86
86
87
87

89
90
90
95
97
100
101
102
103
105
107
107
109
115
118
119

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations

Ming Wan
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

Discussion Questions
Exercises
Recommended Readings

Part lll East Asia since 1945

5 East Asian Security

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

Constructing Security

5.1.1 Constructing Security Facts

5.1.2  Constructing Security Theories

The Postwar Security Orders

5.2.1 American Hegemony and Alliances
5.2.2 Balance of Power as a Pathway to Security Order
5.2.3 Alternative Pathways to Security Order
The Major Cold War Events

5.3.1 The Korean War

5.3.2 Deterrence Theory

5.3.3 The Vietnam War

Post-Cold War Security

5.4.1 The War on Terror

5.4.2 The Ukraine War

Conclusion

Key Terms

Discussion Questions
Exercises

Recommended Readings

6 East Asian Growth

6.1

6.2
6.3

6.4

6.5

Constructing Economic Growth

6.1.1 Constructing Economic Growth
6.1.2 Constructing Development Theory
The East Asian Miracle

Pathways to Growth

6.3.1 Liberal International Order
6.3.2 The Developmental State

6.3.3 Industrial Policy

6.3.4 Production Networks

East Asian Growth and IR Theory
6.4.1 Mainstream IR Theories

6.4.2 Asian Rejuvenation

6.4.3 Environmental Politics
Conclusion

Key Terms
Discussion Questions

ix

119
120
120

125
125
126
127
131
132
140
142
143
143
146
148
149
150
151
153
154
154
155
155

157
157
158
160
162
167
167
170
172
174
176
176
180
182
186
186
187

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

X Contents

Exercises
Recommended Readings

7 East Asian Money

7.1 Constructing Money and Monetary Systems
7.1.1 Money as a Social Fact
7.1.2  Money in Terms of Functions
7.1.3 Monetary Systems
7.1.4 Power, Sovereignty, and Identities

7.2 U.S. Dollar Hegemony
7.2.1 FDR, Silver, and China
7.2.2  The Bretton Woods System
7.2.3  Dollar Hegemony in Decline?

7.3 East Asian Currencies and Monetary Systems
7.3.1 Current East Asian Exchange-Rate Arrangements
7.3.2 A Brief History of East Asian Monetary Systems

7.4 Financial Crises
7.4.1 The Asian Financial Crisis
7.4.2 What Explains the Crisis?

7.4.3  Aftermath of the Crisis
7.4.4 The Great Recession

7.5 Conclusion

Key Terms

Discussion Questions

Exercises

Recommended Readings

8 East Asian Regionalism

8.1 Constructing a Theory of Regionalism

8.2 Constructing East Asian Regionalism
8.2.1 The State of East Asian Regionalism
8.2.2 Constructing East Asian Regionalism

8.3 Explaining East Asian Regionalism
8.3.1 Explaining Policies toward Regionalism
8.3.2  Explaining the Structure of Regionalism

8.4 The Evolution of Regionalism
8.4.1 The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
8.4.2 The Asian Monetary Fund Redux?

8.5 Conclusion

Key Terms

Discussion Questions

Exercises

Recommended Readings

188
188

190
191
191
192
192
193
194
195
197
199
201
201
203
205
206
208
211
214
215
216
217
217
218

220
221
224
224
228
232
233
237
239
241
243
245
245
246
246
247

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents Xi
9 The U.S.-China Strategic Rivalry 248
9.1 Debating the U.S.-China Strategic Rivalry 249
9.1.1 Does a U.S.-China Strategic Rivalry Exist? 249
9.1.2 What Is the Nature of the U.S.-China Strategic Rivalry? 251
9.1.3 What Are the Causes of the U.S.-China Rivalry? 252

9.1.4 How Will the Rivalry Affect the Two Countries and
the World? 253
9.2 Constructing Strategy and Strategic Rivalry 253
9.2.1 What Is Strategy? 254
9.2.2 What Is Strategic Rivalry? 256
9.3 Explaining the U.S.-China Strategic Rivalry 258
9.3.1 Powering the U.S.-China Strategic Rivalry 258
9.3.2 The Politics of the U.S.-China Strategic Rivalry 263
9.3.3 History and Political Evolutions 265
9.4 The Evolution of the U.S.-China Strategic Rivalry 266
9.4.1 Theory of Co-evolution 266
9.4.2 The Evolution of the U.S.-China Interactions 268
9.5 Conclusion 276
Key Terms 277
Discussion Questions 277
Exercises 278
Recommended Readings 278
10 Democracy versus Autocracy 280
10.1 Regime Rivalry Ecologically 281
10.2  Political Regimes and Performance 288
10.2.1 Defining and Measuring Political Regimes 288
10.2.2 Defining and Measuring Performance 291
10.2.3  Evolution of Political Regimes 292
10.3 Living with the Liberal International Order 293
10.3.1 International Order and State Behavior 293
10.3.2 East Asian Orders and State Behavior 294
10.4 Whose International Order? 302
10.5 Conclusion 306
Key Terms 307
Discussion Questions 308
Exercises 308
Recommended Readings 309
References 310
Index 350

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

Figures

2.1 Power Distribution of Select Great Powers, 1960-2021
2.2 Power Distribution of Select Great Powers, 1990-2021
3.1 Japanese Royalty Visiting Ise Shrine

3.2 Asia on Top, AD/CE 1-1820

3.3 Royal Ballet of Cambodia Dancer at Angkor Wat

3.4 Genghis Khan, First Khagan of the Mongol Empire
3.5 The Silk Road Crossed by Marco Polo

4.1 The Dutch East India Company

4.2 Capture of Chuanbi (Chuenpee)

4.3 Commodore Matthew Perry

4.4 The West on Top: Percentage of Total World GDP
4.5 GDP per Capita for Select Countries, AD/CE 1-1913
4.6 Western Powers, 1500-1913

4.7 Great Divergence in Asia

4.8 The Declaration of Korean Independence

5.1 Emperor Hirohito and General MacArthur

5.2 Military Expenditure of the Big Five, 1992-2021

5.3 China and Russia Friendship Pact

5.4 East Asia versus the Rest: Military Expenditures, 1988-2021
5.5 Korean War Armistice

5.6 Americans protest the war in Vietnam

5.7 Nixon Meets with Mao

5.8 North Korean Ballistic Missile Tests, April 1984—April 2023

page 32
34
60
68
73
75
77
92
93
94
95
96
97

106
115
135
136
139
141
144
148
149
153

6.1 Annual Per Capita GDP Growth for “Miracle” East Asian Economies 164

6.2 Annual Per Capita GDP Growth

6.3 Taiwan Train

6.4 Opening Ceremony, 1988 Summer Olympics

6.5 Workers in Front of Petronas Towers

6.6 Made in China

7.1 GDP per Capita Annual Growth Rates for the Crisis Countries,
1995-2010

7.2 Indonesian President Suharto Signs a New Letter of Agreement

7.3 South Koreans Protest IMF Demands

8.1 Promoting Canadian Beef in Japan

8.2 RCEP Trade Talks

8.3 Opening Ceremony of the AIIB

xii

165
166
166
166
174

207
208
209
225
226
227

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

List of Figures Xiii

8.4 Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudh Attending ADB

Annual Meeting 229
8.5 Batik-Shirted APEC Leaders 230
9.1 U.S.—China Relations, 1784—present 251
9.2 China rising, 1990-2021, U.S.=100 259
9.3 Fitness of Select Great Powers, 1971-2020 260
9.4 World Total Final Energy Consumption (mtoe) 262
9.5 Chinese Soldier Guards “Flying Tigers” Fighters 272
9.6 The People’s Liberation Army Training 273
9.7 USS Stennis Conducts Operations in the Philippine Sea 274
9.8 U.S.-China Trade Talks Open in Washington DC 275
10.1 Political Regimes of the United States, China, Japan, and Vietnam,
18002018 281
10.2 March of Democracy, 1809-2018 283
10.3 Frequencies of Political Regimes, 1800-2018 284
10.4 Political Regimes in Northeast Asia, 1800-2018 296
10.5 Political Regimes in Southeast Asia, 1931-2018 297
10.6 Indonesians Voting 298

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

Maps

1.1 Political map of Asia page 4
1.2 Asia topographic map 5
1.3 The Original Drawing of the Wallace’s Line 9
3.1 The Origins of Chinese Civilization 64
3.2 The Khmer Empire ca. 900 72
4.1 Modern Imperialist Domination in the World in January 1914 91
4.2 Height of Japanese Expansion in May 1942 109
5.1 The First and Second Island Chains 128
5.2 The World with Commanders’ Areas of Responsibility 133
8.1 One Belt, One Road 237

Xiv

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

Tables

2.1 Intellectual Projects for East Asian Traditions in International

Relations page 42

2.2 Comparing Major IR Approaches 47

6.1 GDP Per Capita in East Asia, 1960-2021 159
6.2 PPP-Adjusted GDP Per Capita Growth for East Asian Countries

since 1990 160

7.1 East Asian Exchange-Rate Arrangements, de jure v. de facto 202

XV

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009364577
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36457-7 — East Asian International Relations
Ming Wan

Frontmatter

More Information

Preface

My teaching experience over the past three decades has convinced me of the impor-
tance of a coherent theoretical framework to help ground studies of any particular
topic. This book demonstrates systemically how facts and theories are constructed,
which will give students a realistic view of knowledge production and the mindset
and tools to participate actively in determining which facts and theories are more
acceptable than alternatives. Jonathan Osborne and Daniel Pimentel (2022: 247),
from Stanford University’s Graduate School of Education, argue that to be “com-
petent outsiders” who can evaluate scientific claims, they have to understand “the
social practices that the scientific community uses to produce reliable knowledge,”
“the criteria of scientific expertise,” and “the basics of digital media literacy.” In this
book, I aim at the first two competencies. At the same time, social construction of
facts and theories is bound by evolutionary constraints. I therefore offer an overall
evolutionary perspective to contextualize the prevailing theories for the study of
East Asian international relations.

East Asia is important as a major center of economic prosperity and political power
in the world, complex in multiple dimensions, and changing rapidly. Thus, an up-to-
date textbook is always needed. But there is a dearth of good choices for students of
East Asian international relations. As an instructor, I have increasingly used journal
articles that students can access through libraries aiming at a broad IR framework
and up-to-date scholarship. However, journal articles are not always suitable either
and can be very challenging for students because they are written for fellow scholars.
At some point, the urge to write something suitable overcomes the fear of engaging a
monumental task that does not always reward authors in the academic community.

Students these days learn differently from previous generations. It is their second
nature to check their phones for any particular question about a country or an event,
which are often narratives. Some choose narratives that fit their belief systems, and
social media platforms feed readers what their algorithms have determined to be the
information that would resonate. Both instructors and students now live in an era
where basic facts are being challenged everywhere, which makes the classroom ever
more challenging. Addressing this particular challenge is one important reason for
writing this textbook. I want to contribute a strong foundational book for students.

Pedagogy

— There is a consistent focus on the construction of facts and theories in every
chapter, rather than limiting this to the introductory chapter.

Xvii
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xviii Preface

— Figures, tables, and maps help students visualize important and surprising aspects
of East Asian international relations.

— Boxed examples provide focused attention on certain events, theories, personali-
ties, and organizations.

— Key terms are highlighted in bold to easily stand out from the rest of the
text, helping students identify the fundamental concepts discussed in each
chapter.

— End-of-chapter discussion questions, exercises as well as a list of recommended
readings support students in their learning journey.

Online resources (Wwww.cambridge.org/wan) include lecture slides and essay questions.

Organization

This book has 10 chapters, divided into three parts. Chapter 1 in Part I, “Introduction
and Theory,” introduces the book and theory of evolution. The next chapter exam-
ines the prevailing IR theories, with a focus on how facts and theories are con-
structed. Part II, “Historical Background,” consists of Chapters 3 and 4 and covers
the ancient and modern history of East Asian international relations respectively.
Part I11, “East Asia since 1945,” follows Part II chronologically. It includes six top-
ical chapters, Chapter 5 through to Chapter 10. The first post-1945 chapter exam-
ines American hegemony and Asian security, followed by chapters discussing East
Asian economic growth, East Asian money, East Asian regionalism, the U.S.-China
rivalry, and democracy versus autocracy.

For a more detailed discussion, see Section “1.3 Design of the Book” in the first
chapter.

Intended Audience

This book is intended as a core text for East Asian international relations courses
and as a supplement to general IR and Asian studies courses at the upper under-
graduate and graduate levels. Students taking this class will have normally already
taken introduction to international relations or/and comparative politics and
introduction to Asian studies. However, this textbook is also designed for stu-
dents with little prior knowledge of the subject but nevertheless want to learn a
bit about this big topic occupying much of the news cycle. Intellectual training
acquired from this course should help students in other courses and, ineed, in the
real world.

While this is a textbook, it could also be useful for those scholars searching for
out-of-the-box explanations. We are at an inflection point in East Asian and world
history and our theoretical understanding is likely to be drastically different a dec-
ade from now.
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Using this Book in Teaching

While the book has a coherent structure, the chapters can stand on their own as
modules for instructors to follow, select, or rearrange depending on their course
design. Some instructors might start with Chapter 9 on the U.S.-China rivalry and
organize a class that way. My own preference is to avoid a U.S.-China centric bias
where possible. The United States and China are obviously important, but there are
other countries in the region and issues that do not have to always be viewed through
a U.S.-China prism. The U.S.-China relationship will come up no matter the topic
at hand, but instructors can use that as an opportunity to contextualize a crucial
bilateral relationship in a particular section devoted to broader or different topics.

For graduate courses on East Asian international relations, I have recently cho-
sen to discuss IR theory toward the end of the class rather than at the beginning,
essentially assigning Chapter 2 on IR theory to the last week of instruction. Most
students are already somewhat familiar with IR theory. It is often a better idea to
get to Asia first and then summarize what we have learned in terms of applicability
of IR theory. Each chapter from Chapter 3 through Chapter 10 includes IR theory
in the context of East Asia in any case.

This book largely follows a chronological order, from the past to the present. For
a course on a topic at least half of the students will only have limited background
knowledge, therefore an instructor will need to build some foundation from the
beginning. At the same time, my experience has taught me that in following a chron-
ological order there is a danger in that we may end up burning all the energy and
time in discussing the past before we ever get to the present.

This book follows two models of learning, either from cause to effect, or the
reverse. The standard model is that of stimulus-reaction, seeking to understand
how everything relates to each other and then predicting likely outcomes with con-
stant adjustments for errors. The other model reverses the causal arrow and posits
that people actually trace back in memory the likely factors causing an observed
outcome in facts and theories. For example, why is there a U.S.-China rivalry? In
practice, people often do both. If we have little memory to draw from, how do we
explain the U.S.-China rivalry, for example? We then have to “borrow” others’
memory, forming one reason for groupthink.

To illustrate both models, Chapters 7-10 largely reverse the chronological order
and start with the current state of affairs, building on knowledge gained from the
previous chapters. In practice, instructors may choose to go either way for any top-
ical chapter in the book. In fact, when teaching in class, it is better in some cases for
instructors to start with issues that students have already heard something about
and are interested in. Since students will have completed the reading assignments,
including the relevant chapters from this book, instructors will be released from
chasing headlines news.

Following advice from experienced Cambridge University Press editors, the
organizing scheme is similar in all chapters. However, instructors should not feel
obliged to follow the sequence in any particular chapter.
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XX Preface

Another important consideration for designing class lectures and discussion is
the level of analysis. My purpose for this book is to make East Asian studies more
theoretical and more IR, which by definition is more general and abstract, and less
about foreign policy analysis, which is typically rich in description of individual
events. That said, I have been teaching East Asia for a long time and know that we
cannot be theoretical without background knowledge about the region, and that
some students care more about foreign policy analysis than seemingly remote the-
oretical discussion. It is often a hard balance to strike. I lean to the theoretical side,
while having enough real-world cases, and there is some foreign policy analysis in
the text, for instance of the Asian Financial Crisis and the Ukraine War. Instructors
will decide which level to pitch and at what time, depending on the level of the
course, the students, and the topics under discussion.

Textbooks will always have space limitation and cannot be expected to provide
adequate background information for everything. It is therefore not actually neces-
sary to even attempt such comprehensivity. Instructors might want to ask students
to do a group or individual presentation on any topic, such as the North Korean
nuclear negotiations, the South China Sea dispute, and the Taiwan Strait tensions.
Students often do a great job with presentations (don’t start me on ChatGPT!).
Instructors then can work with students to become “competent outsiders” as men-
tioned before and learn to think like social scientists. For theoretical training, I
have actually found it easier to pick a topic less familiar to the students in my class;
students tend to be more opinionated and less willing to entertain alternative theo-
retical views with a hot-button issue they care about greatly.

It is always useful to demonstrate to students the process of knowledge produc-
tion, which is never a smooth one. Though I have removed some of the thought
and methodological discussion in the manuscript, my own thinking in writing this
textbook is to encourage students to think along and “participate” in the produc-
tion of knowledge. It is therefore important to treat much of what has been said
in this textbook, polished though itmay appear, as potentially problematic and up
for debate.

As a political scientist, I do not have the expertise in some areas covered in an
interdisciplinary textbook. Thus, I have relied on secondary sources that use origi-
nal or primary source information. Similar to other scholars, I typically cite refereed
scholarship in academic journals and publishers, particularly those works based
heavily on primary sources. From time to time, however, I also cite well received
“popular” works aimed at the general public. This book is not intended as a gen-
eral survey of the literature and debates over East Asian international relations,
but while writing I realized that credit should be given where it is due, particularly
in so many areas outside my own research agenda. Thus, the book has ended up
with more citations than originally intended. I fully recognize that my citations still
cannot do justice to the vast catalog of work by a vibrant community of scholars.

I have followed the standard practice of listing Western concepts and theories as
benchmarks and then examining how East Asian concepts and experiences fit into
that framework. It is equally possible to put East Asian concepts and theories at the
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center and introduce Western concepts and experiences into those, as many works
on the subject matter written in East Asian languages often do. Some instructors
may choose to do so in class. However, as this is an English-language textbook that
will be used along with other works following mostly a Western framework, I have
chosen the former approach. Moreover, my own preference for the process of inte-
grating knowledge should logically allow for productive entry from any particular
angle, including a Western angle, so long as we remain fully aware of the alterna-
tives, and appreciative of those who choose to approach the subject from an East
Asian perspective.

Evolutionary Framework

Having tried several different angles to approach East Asian international relations
over the years, focusing on an International Relations rather than Comparative
Politics approach, I have ultimately decided that an evolutionary framework works
the best for studies of East Asia. Fundamentally, nothing in East Asian international
relations makes sense except in the light of evolution, to paraphrase Theodosius
Dobzhansky.! East Asian values and institutions have been evolving, particularly
over generations with different defining experiences, and theories applied to East
Asia have also been evolving. There is an evolutionary logic to the production of
knowledge and it is important to seek to understand the origins and changes of a
particular theory. We can immediately see, for instance, how a particular IR theory
applies to East Asia or to any region is contingent. As will be explained in Chapter 1
(Subsection 1.1.2), evolution offers the best approach to manage complexity. To
address directly the level of analysis challenge discussed above, rich description
facilitates evolutionary analysis because explanation is partly embedded in descrip-
tion (see Subsection 1.2.1). However, evolutionary explanation, not short-hand
version, takes time and space to do properly. Instructors who are interested in an
evolutionary framework may only be able to demonstrate a full evolutionary expla-
nation only a few times in a course.

Based on my teaching experience, introducing or mixing in a new framework
requires care in classroom instruction. I did intend to go further than a casual usage
of evolutionary terms, but this textbook is not meant to be a mega test of evolution-
ary theory, which is already a proven science. Evolution as a philosophy of science
does not compete directly with any particular IR theory deriving from different
philosophies of science such as rationalism.

One common criticism of evolutionary theory is that if it explains everything it
explains nothing. It is thus not necessary. But we might say the same thing about
existing IR theories: If power explains everything, it explains nothing. One way to
deal with that is to treat power as an umbrella term and to use specific power-related
terms such as sanctions, coercision, foreign aid, and threat of force to analyze a

! Dobzhansky (1973) said, “nothing in biology makes sense except in the light of evolution.”
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particular topic. So how should we view evolution? A key difference between the
“mainstream” approaches and evolutionary theory in IR is that those approaches
prevail partly because they use “workhorse” theories that are accepted by a critical
mass of scholars to explain specific phenomena. Evolutionary theory should but
does not yet have any recognized workhorse theory in the IR field. Evolution does
have testable theories in natural science disciplines, but it is underdeveloped in the
disciplines of political science and international relations. Specific evolutionary the-
ories will hopefully emerge to explain a specific range of empirical evidence. From
an evolutionary perspective, we can ask different questions as I do in this book,
but we do not have to wear evolution on our sleeves all the time. This textbook is
designed to allow instructors to teach with only casual reference to evolution if they
choose to do so.
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ABMI the Asian Bond Markets Initiative

ADB the Asian Development Bank

AFTA the ASEAN Free Trade Area
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BIS the Bank of International Settlements

BRI the Belt and Road Initiative

CBDC a central bank digital currency

CINC Composite Index of National Capability

CMI the Chiang Mai Initiative

CMIM the Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralization

COMMIT the Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative against Trafficking
CPTPP the Comprehensive and Progressive Transpacific Partnership
DPRK the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

e-CNY e-Chinese yuan (China’s digital currency)

EAEC the East Asian Economic Caucus

EAEG the East Asian Economic Group

ECSC the European Coal and Steel Community

EFEO the Ecole Frangaise d’Extréme-Orient

EMS the European Monetary System

FONOPs the Freedom of Navigation Operations

FTA a free trade agreement

FTAAP the Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific

GATT the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

GDP Gross Domestic Product

HDI the Human Development Index

HDR Human Development Report
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HPAE:s high-performing Asian economies
IBRD the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
IMF the International Monetary Fund
IPE International Political Economy
IPEF the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity
IR International Relations
ISS International security studies
ITO the International Trade Organization
LDP the Liberal Democratic Party
MFN most-favored-nation status
MNEs multinational enterprises
NAFTA the North American Free Trade Agreement
NATO the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NBC the National Bank of Cambodia
OECD the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development
PPP purchasing power parity
PRC the People’s Republic of China
RCEP the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
RMB Renminbi (PRC currency)
ROC the Republic of China
ROK the Republic of Korea
RTA a regional trade agreement
SEATO the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization
SIPRI the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
TFP total factor productivity
TPP the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement
TTIP the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership
UNESCO the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization
WTO the World Trade Organization
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