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enforcing morality

What parts of morality ought the law to enforce? What considerations justify its
enforcement? What is the relationship between the legal and social enforcement of
morality? Are there principled moral limits that constrain the enforcement of morality?
How should we think about the pragmatic limits to the effective enforcement of
morality? These are some of the main questions addressed by Steven Wall in this
comprehensive and provocative study of a fundamental debate in jurisprudence and
political theory. The book defends the practice of ethical environmentalism: the
deliberate effort to improve the ethical character of the social environment of
a society by political, legal and other means. The presumptive case for ethical environ-
mentalism is presented and then assessed in light of a range of important consider-
ations, including fair treatment, governmental neutrality, the value of personal liberty,
rights to do wrongs and free expression.

Steven Wall is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Arizona, where he is also
a member of the Philosophy, Politics, Economics and Law program. Among other
publications, he is the editor of The Cambridge Companion to Liberalism (2015) and
Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy (2015–).
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