
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36318-1 — Wordsworth After War
Philip Shaw 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

WORDSWORTH AFTER WAR

William Wordsworth’s later poetry complicates possibilities of life 
and art in war’s aftermath. This illuminating study provides new 
perspectives and reveals how his work following the end of the rev-
olutionary and Napoleonic wars reflects a passionate, lifelong engage-
ment with the poetics and politics of peace. Focussing on poetry and 
prose from between 1814 and 1822, Philip Shaw constructs a unique 
and compelling account of how Wordsworth, in both his ongoing 
poetic output and in his revisions to earlier works, sought to modify, 
refute, and sometimes sustain his early engagement with these issues 
as both an artist and a political thinker. In an engaging style, Shaw 
reorients our understanding of the later writings of a major British 
poet and the post-war literary culture in which his reputation was 
forged. This title is part of the Flip it Open Programme and may 
also be available Open Access. Check our website Cambridge 
Core for details.

Philip Shaw is Professor of Romantic Studies at the University of 
Leicester. He has written extensively on Romantic-period literature, 
specialising in literary and visual responses to the revolutionary and 
Napoleonic wars. His books include Romantic Wars (2000), Waterloo 
and the Romantic Imagination (2002), The Sublime (2006/2017), and 
Suffering and Sentiment in Romantic Military Art (2013).
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This series aims to foster the best new work in one of the most challenging fields 
within English literary studies. From the early 1780s to the early 1830s, a formi-
dable array of talented men and women took to literary composition, not just in 
poetry, which some of them famously transformed, but in many modes of writing. 
The expansion of publishing created new opportunities for writers, and the political 
stakes of what they wrote were raised again by what Wordsworth called those ‘great 
national events’ that were ‘almost daily taking place’: the French Revolution, the 
Napoleonic and American wars, urbanization, industrialization, religious revival, 
an expanded empire abroad, and the reform movement at home. This was an enor-
mous ambition, even when it pretended otherwise. The relations between science, 
philosophy, religion, and literature were reworked in texts such as Frankenstein and 
Biographia Literaria; gender relations in A Vindication of the Rights of Woman and 
Don Juan; journalism by Cobbett and Hazlitt; and poetic form, content, and style 
by the Lake School and the Cockney School. Outside Shakespeare studies, probably 
no body of writing has produced such a wealth of commentary or done so much 
to shape the responses of modern criticism. This indeed is the period that saw the 
emergence of those notions of literature and of literary history, especially national 
literary history, on which modern scholarship in English has been founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by recent 
historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a challenging 
corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing field of criticism they have 
helped to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge University 
Press, this one will represent the work of both younger and more established 
scholars on either side of the Atlantic and elsewhere.
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I considered writing a book about Wordsworth’s later poetry many years 
ago, but these ideas only came into focus thanks to chance conversations 
with David L. Clark and Jacques Khalip at the ‘Late Romanticism: Past 
and Present’ conference at KU Leuven in December 2019. I am grateful 
to David and Jacques for their encouragement, to Brecht de Groote and 
Tom Toremans for the opportunity to speak at this conference, and to Tim 
Fulford and Matt Sangster for their good company. Although not apparent 
to me at the time, an invitation from Alex Houen and Jan-Melissa Schramm 
to speak at the ‘Sacrifice and Modern War Literature’ conference at 
Pembroke College, Cambridge, in January 2014 contributed significantly to 
the development of this book. A portion of the chapter that appeared in the 
volume arising from this conference, Sacrifice and Modern War Literature, 
ed. Alex Houen and Jan-Melissa Schramm (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2018), is reproduced in Chapter 3, with the permission of Oxford 
University Press. In 2016, an invitation from Michael Demson and Regina 
Hewitt to contribute a chapter to their edited collection, Commemorating 
Peterloo: Violence, Resilience and Claim-Making during the Romantic Era 
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2019), sowed the seeds for my 
thinking about Wordsworth’s River Duddon sonnets in Chapter 5. I am 
grateful to Edinburgh University Press for permission to adapt some of the 
material from this chapter. Conversations in the summer of 2015 with Simon 
Bainbridge, Emma Butcher, Jeff Cox, and the late Richard Gravil, along 
with many other friends and scholars during numerous Battle of Waterloo 
bicentenary events, also helped to lay a foundation for this study. The late 
Marilyn Gaul, a friend of peace, provided support and encouragement at a 
crucial time. For good cheer and assistance of various kinds, I am especially 
grateful to the following: Tom Bristow, Julia S. Carlson, Jeff Cowton, 
Michael Davies, Chris Donaldson, MC Drak, Scott Freer, Tim Fulford 
(again), Holly Furneaux, Bruce Graver, Martin Halliwell, Ian Haywood, 
Felicity James, Simon Kövesi, Matthew McCormack, Peter Manning, 
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I began Wordsworth After War in the winter of 2019–2020. Work on the 
book continued during the COVID-19 pandemic and was brought to 
completion when Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022. Months later, 
like most people, I struggle to comprehend these events and wonder just 
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Poetry is cited by line number(s) (l. 1; ll. 1–2); page numbers are pre-
ceded by p. or pp. (pp. 1–2). Unless noted otherwise, quotations from 
Wordsworth’s poetry are from the Cornell Wordsworth Collection, which 
will be cited in full in each first relevant note. Quotations from the Bible 
are taken from the King James Version.

CWWH The Complete Works of William Hazlitt. Ed. P. P. Howe. 21 
vols. London: J. M. Dent and Sons, 1930–34.

JDW The Journals of Dorothy Wordsworth. Ed. Ernest de 
Selincourt. 3 vols. London: Macmillan, 1941.

Prose The Prose Works of William Wordsworth. Ed. W. J. B. Owen 
and Jane Worthington Smyser. 3 vols. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1974.

Wordsworth letters: The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth. 2nd 
ed. Ernest de Selincourt; rev. Alan Hill, Mary Moorman, and Chester 
L. Shaver. 8 vols. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1967–1993. Abbreviations as 
follows:

EY The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth, The Early 
Years, 1787–1805. Rev. Chester L. Shaver.

MY I The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth, The Middle 
Years, Part I: 1806–1811. Rev. Mary Moorman.

MY II The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth, The Middle 
Years, Part II: 1812–1820. Rev. Mary Moorman and Alan 
G. Hill.

LY I The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth, The Later 
Years, Part I: 1821–1828. Rev. Alan G. Hill.
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Years, Part II: 1829–1834. Rev. Alan G. Hill.

SNL The Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth. A 
Supplement of New Letters. Ed. Alan G. Hill.

WTDQ The Works of Thomas De Quincey. Ed. Grevel Lindop et al. 
21 vols. London: Pickering and Chatto, 2003.
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