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Digital Assets

The ecosystem of digital assets continues to change exponentially. In post-

COVID times, digital assets may be seen as a cheaper, more liquid, and

transparent safe haven compared to that offered by more traditional asset

types. Inclusion of new digital assets, especially cryptocurrencies, in port-

folios of standard financial assets has been the subject of some academic

study, but the theoretical and practical implications of this new trend are

not yet fully understood. Digital Assets is the first book to present a com-

prehensive review of studies on the valuation and pricing of cryptocurren-

cies and digital assets. Outlining a new research agenda aimed at under-

standing the fundamental drivers of the value of cryptocurrencies, it brings

together an impressive line-up of academics and practitioners to provide

a timely perspective on government responses and regulatory approaches

towards digital assets, including the setting of new legal frameworks.

R E E N A A G G A R W A L is Robert E. McDonough Professor of Finance and

Director, Psaros Center for Financial Markets and Policy at Georgetown

University’s McDonough School of Business. She specialises in global

financial markets, market regulation, exchange traded funds, initial public

offerings, institutional investors, private equity, FinTech, and environmen-

tal, social, and corporate governance. She has received several research

awards including the 2015 BlackRock-National Association of Corpo-

rate Directors Global Challenge for Innovation in Corporate Governance

Award.

P A O L O T A S C A is a renowned economist and professor, notable for his

work in the web3 sector. He founded the Centre for Blockchain Tech-

nologies at UCL, DEC Institute, Quant Network, and DLT Science Foun-

dation. He also holds visiting positions at the University of Zurich and

LSE. An advisor in blockchain and CBDCs, he consults for Fortune 500

companies and Web3 firms like Hedera and Ripple. He contributes to the

ISO’s TC307 on blockchain and advises international bodies, including

the UN and the EU Parliament. Previously, he was a lead economist at the

Deutsche Bundesbank.
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N I K H I L V A D G A M A is an expert in web3 and emerging technologies,

specialising in AI and blockchain. He co-founded the DLT Science Foun-

dation and the UK Centre for Blockchain Technologies. He is an Associate

Professor at UCL where he oversees and teaches in various programmes

including fintech and digital technologies. He is a pioneer in digital tech-

nology education, having created and run many executive and online pro-

grammes and MOOCs. Additionally, he has substantial industry experi-

ence, having launched a challenger bank and worked in global investment

banking. He also represents UCL on the Hedera Governing Council.

J I A H U A X U is an Associate Professor in Financial Computing at UCL

and Programme Director of the MSc Programme in Emerging Digital

Technologies. She also serves as the Head of Science at the DLT Science

Foundation. Her interdisciplinary research, spanning DLT, blockchain

economics, and financial risk management, is widely published and

acclaimed.
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