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In 1722, the Safavid Empire collapsed. An empire that ruled for over two
centuries, in its heyday it spanned parts of Central Asia, the Caucasus, and
present-day Iran. The decades following its fall were ones of unrest and
discord, and it was only with the rise of the Qajars in the 1780s that a level
of stability was restored. Assef Ashraf devotes this book to an analysis of
the making of the Qajar Empire. It adopts a socially oriented approach to
political history — an approach that examines the discourse and political
practices, and the centers and peripheries, of empire. Each chapter focuses
on a particular practice that was at the heart of Qajar governance — land
administration, gift-giving, marriage, political correspondence, provincial
diplomacy, and territorial conquest and tribal relations. By situating the
formation of Qajar Iran in its early nineteenth-century context, Ashraf
highlights the overarching themes of transition and change.

ASSEF ASHRAF is University Assistant Professor in the Eastern Islamic
Lands and the Persian-Speaking World in the Faculty of Asian and Middle
Eastern Studies at the University of Cambridge, as well as a fellow of
Pembroke College. Ashraf is also the coeditor of The Persianate World:
Rethinking a Shared Sphere (2019).
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Note on Transliteration and Terms

This book follows the transliteration system prescribed by the
International Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES).

In general, I have tried to avoid too many diacritic marks and have
reserved them for when transliterating a Persian word or phrase
found in the sources, or for the titles of Persian-language books and
manuscripts.

Arabic words that appear in a Persian construct or sentence have
been transliterated according to Persian usage; similarly, Arabic words
that are used as part of an Arabic sentence — like, for example, a verse
from the Qur'an — have been transliterated along Arabic translitera-
tion guidelines. The Persian izafib is rendered as -i (-yi for words end-
ing in vowels) but omitted in personal names.

The words for ‘royal decree’ in Persian include, depending on the
person who issued them, farman, raqam, and manshir. Following the
conventions of I[JMES, this book refers to them as firmans (and some-
times as ragam).

Common era dates are preferred whenever possible, even if the orig-
inal source uses the Islamic hijri calendar or the Iranian shamsi one,
except in those cases where it is unclear what the common era date
would be. In those cases, both the original and the common era dates
are provided. For example, a firman dated Ramadan AH 1233 could
be from July or August 1818, depending on the day it was written, so
it is cited as Ramadan AH 1233/July—August 1818. Following the AP
style, the acronym for anno hegirae (AH) is written before the year.
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Chronology of Key Dates

1722 siege of Isfahan and collapse of Safavid Empire

1726 execution of Shah Sultan Husayn, last Safavid shah, by order
of Ashraf Hotaki

1736 coronation of Nadir Shah

1747 assassination of Nadir Shah

1750 regency of Karim Khan Zand begins

1773  death of Isma‘il III, the last Safavid puppet shah

1779 death of Karim Khan Zand, escape of Agha Muhammad
Shah from captivity

1785 conquest of much of north and northwestern Iran completed
by Agha Muhammad Khan

1794 conquest of Fars and Kirman by Agha Muhammad Khan,
death of Lutf-Ali Khan Zand

1797 Agha Muhammad Khan conquers Georgia and Khurasan
and subsequently proclaims himself shah. He is assassinated
in June.

1798 coronation of Fath-‘Ali Shah

1799 John Malcolm dispatched from India to the Qajar court

1801 Anglo-Persian Treaty

1804 outbreak of first war between the Qajar and Russian empires

1807 Treaty of Finkenstein with France

1809 Treaty of Alliance with Britain

1813 Treaty of Gulistan and conclusion of first Russo-Persian war

1814 Definitive Treaty with Britain

1826 outbreak of second war between the Qajar and Russian
empires

1828 Treaty of Turkmanchay and conclusion of second Russo-
Persian war

1833 death of ‘Abbas Mirza, the Qajar crown prince

1834 death of Fath-"Ali Shah
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