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In 1722, the Safavid Empire collapsed. An empire that ruled for over two 

centuries, in its heyday it spanned parts of Central Asia, the Caucasus, and 

present-day Iran. The decades following its fall were ones of unrest and 

discord, and it was only with the rise of the Qajars in the 1780s that a level 

of stability was restored. Assef Ashraf devotes this book to an analysis of 

the making of the Qajar Empire. It adopts a socially oriented approach to 

political history – an approach that examines the discourse and political 

practices, and the centers and peripheries, of empire. Each chapter focuses 

on a particular practice that was at the heart of Qajar governance – land 

administration, gift-giving, marriage, political correspondence, provincial 

diplomacy, and territorial conquest and tribal relations. By situating the 

formation of Qajar Iran in its early nineteenth-century context, Ashraf 

highlights the overarching themes of transition and change.

Assef Ashraf  is University Assistant Professor in the Eastern Islamic 

Lands and the Persian-Speaking World in the Faculty of Asian and Middle 

Eastern Studies at the University of Cambridge, as well as a fellow of 

Pembroke College. Ashraf is also the coeditor of The Persianate World: 

Rethinking a Shared Sphere (2019).
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and librarians at the Başbakanlık Ottoman Archives, the Süleymaniye 

Library, and the Beyazit Library all helped me �nd the documents I 

was looking for, and helped me attain copies. Antony Greenwood and 

Gülden Güneri made my stay at the American Research Institute in 

Turkey in Arnavutköy a pleasant one. The staff in the British Library 

and the National Archives in London made my time in those two insti-

tutions among my most productive. In Paris, the staff at the Archives 

diplomatiques in La Courneuve were exceedingly helpful.

Maria Marsh at Cambridge University Press has been a wonder-

ful editor. Thank you to her, and to others at CUP, for shepherding 

this book through the production process. I am grateful to the four 

anonymous reviewers who read the entire draft and made this book 

stronger with their comments. Some of the research that found its 

way into this book was published in different form in Comparative 

Studies in Society and History, the International Journal of Middle 

Eastern Studies, and the Journal of the Economic and Social History 

of the Orient. I thank the editors of these journals and the numer-

ous anonymous readers who provided me with their comments and 

suggestions. This book also bene�ted from the questions, suggestions, 

and critiques of audiences at Bryn Mawr College, the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, Princeton University, and Yale University. 

Presentations at the annual Middle East Studies Association confer-

ences, the Iranian Studies conferences, and the Association for the 

Study of Persianate Studies conference in Sarajevo also re�ned and 

strengthened my thinking.

My deepest debt is to my family. My uncles, aunts, and cousins 

around the globe have always made me feel at home. And my family 

in Iran have taught me all the things about Iranian history and culture 

that books and archives cannot. To my brothers, Samir and Nima, 

sisters-in-law, Melody and Shaadee, and niece and nephews, Paloma, 

Anis, and Taraz – thank you for always supporting me. I wish we were 

not scattered across three continents and multiple time zones, and that 

www.cambridge.org/9781009361545
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36154-5 — Making and Remaking Empire in Early Qajar Iran
Assef Ashraf
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

x Acknowledgments

we saw each other more often. To my parents, Mashiyat and Taraneh, 

who left their homeland and their families behind under extremely dif-

�cult circumstances and yet have surrounded their children and grand-

children with love, laughter, and unyielding support – I owe everything. 

And to Michelle, who has made my life in�nitely more joyful, and to 

Elias, who came into the world just as I was �nishing this book and 

made my life immeasurably more meaningful – what else is there to 

say, really, but thank you.

www.cambridge.org/9781009361545
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-36154-5 — Making and Remaking Empire in Early Qajar Iran
Assef Ashraf
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xi

This book follows the transliteration system prescribed by the 

International Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES).

In general, I have tried to avoid too many diacritic marks and have 

reserved them for when transliterating a Persian word or phrase 

found in the sources, or for the titles of Persian-language books and 

manuscripts.

Arabic words that appear in a Persian construct or sentence have 

been transliterated according to Persian usage; similarly, Arabic words 

that are used as part of an Arabic sentence – like, for example, a verse 

from the Qurʾan – have been transliterated along Arabic translitera-

tion guidelines. The Persian iża�̄h is rendered as -i (-yi for words end-

ing in vowels) but omitted in personal names.

The words for ‘royal decree’ in Persian include, depending on the 

person who issued them, farman, raqam, and manshūr. Following the 

conventions of IJMES, this book refers to them as �rmans (and some-

times as raqam).

Common era dates are preferred whenever possible, even if the orig-

inal source uses the Islamic hijri calendar or the Iranian shamsi one, 

except in those cases where it is unclear what the common era date 

would be. In those cases, both the original and the common era dates 

are provided. For example, a �rman dated Ramadan AH 1233 could 

be from July or August 1818, depending on the day it was written, so 

it is cited as Ramadan AH 1233/July–August 1818. Following the AP 

style, the acronym for anno hegirae (AH) is written before the year.

Note on Transliteration and Terms
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1722 siege of Isfahan and collapse of Safavid Empire

1726 execution of Shah Sultan Husayn, last Safavid shah, by order 

of Ashraf Hotaki

1736 coronation of Nadir Shah

1747 assassination of Nadir Shah

1750 regency of Karim Khan Zand begins

1773 death of Ismaʿil III, the last Safavid puppet shah

1779 death of Karim Khan Zand, escape of Agha Muhammad 

Shah from captivity

1785 conquest of much of north and northwestern Iran completed 

by Agha Muhammad Khan

1794 conquest of Fars and Kirman by Agha Muhammad Khan, 

death of Lutf-ʿAli Khan Zand

1797 Agha Muhammad Khan conquers Georgia and Khurasan  

and subsequently proclaims himself shah. He is assassinated 

in June.

1798 coronation of Fath-ʿAli Shah

1799 John Malcolm dispatched from India to the Qajar court

1801 Anglo-Persian Treaty

1804 outbreak of �rst war between the Qajar and Russian empires

1807 Treaty of Finkenstein with France

1809 Treaty of Alliance with Britain

1813 Treaty of Gulistan and conclusion of �rst Russo-Persian war

1814 De�nitive Treaty with Britain

1826 outbreak of second war between the Qajar and Russian 

empires

1828 Treaty of Turkmanchay and conclusion of second Russo-

Persian war

1833 death of ʿAbbas Mirza, the Qajar crown prince

1834 death of Fath-ʿAli Shah

Chronology of Key Dates
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