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GHOSTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

Heroes and villains, idealists and mercenaries, freedom fighters and reli-
gious fanatics. Foreign fighters tend to defy easy classification. Good and
bad images of the foreign combatant epitomize different conceptions of
freedom and are used to characterize the rightness or wrongness of this
actor in civil wars. This book traces the history of these figures and their
afterlife. It does so through an interdisciplinary methodology employing
law, history and psychoanalytical theory, showing how different images of
the foreign combatant are utilized to proscribe or endorse foreign fighters
in different historical moments. By linking the Spanish, Angolan and
Syrian civil wars, the book demonstrates how these figures function as a
precedent for later periods and how their heritage keeps haunting the
imaginary of legal actors in the present.

  has worked for academic and non-academic insti-
tutions in Egypt, France and currently Sweden. His research focuses on
interdisciplinary approaches to law and the humanities, including law and
emotions, literature, cinema and pop culture.
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insights from private international law, comparative law and transnational
studies which inform international legal thought and practice more
generally.
The series seeks to publish views from diverse legal traditions and

perspectives, and of any geographical origin. In this respect it invites studies
offering regional perspectives on core problématiques of international
law, and in the same vein, it appreciates contrasts and debates between
diverging approaches. Accordingly, books offering new or less orthodox
perspectives are very much welcome. Works of a generalist character
are greatly valued and the series is also open to studies on specific areas,
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