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Abstract: Connections between resources and migration operate as
a complex adaptive system rather than being premised in linear, causal
mechanisms. The systems thinking advocated within this Element
increases the inclusion of socio-psychological, financial, demographic,
environmental, and political dimensions that mediate resource-(im)
mobility pathways. The Earth Systems Governance (ESG) paradigm
provides a way to manage global migration flows more effectively,
allowing for consideration of networks and interdependencies in
addition to its inherent adaptiveness. Resource rushes, hydropower
displacement, and climate-induced retreat from coastal areas are all
examples of circumstances linking resources and human mobility.
Movement can also ameliorate environmental conditions, and hence
close monitoring of impacts and policies that harness benefits of
migration is advocated. Green remittance bonds, and land tenure
policies favouring better arable resource usage are key ingredients of
a more systems-oriented approach to managing mobility. The Global
Compact for Migration offers an opportunity to operationalize such
adaptive governance approaches in the Anthropocene.
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