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Focusing on the military men, railway workers, and wives and children
of the British working class who went to India after the Rebellion of
1857, Working-Class Raj explores the experiences of these working-class
men and women in their own words. Drawing on a diverse collection of
previously unused letters and diaries, it allows us to hear directly from
these people for the first time. Working-class Brits in India enjoyed
enormous privilege, reliant on native Indian labor and living, as one
put it, “like gentlemen.” But within the hierarchies of the Army and the
rail yard, they remained working class, a potentially disruptive popula-
tion that needed to be contained. Working in India and other parts of
the empire, emigrating to settler colonies, often returning to Britain,
and all the while attempting to maintain family ties across imperial
distances, the British working class in the nineteenth century was a
globalized population. This book reveals how working-class men and
women were not atomized individuals, but part of communities that
spanned the empire and were fundamentally shaped by it. This title is
part of the Flip it Open Programme and may also be available Open
Access. Check our website Cambridge Core for details.

Alexandra Lindgren-Gibson is Assistant Professor of History at the
University of Mississippi. Her work has been published in the Fournal of
Colonialism and Colonial History and has been supported by the
Charlotte W. Newcombe Foundation, the International Association
for the Study of Sexuality, Culture, and Society, and the University of
Rochester’s Humanities Center.
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Series Editors:

Deborah Cohen, Northwestern University
Margot Finn, University College London
Peter Mandler, University of Cambridge

‘Modern British Histories’ publishes original research monographs drawn from
the full spectrum of a large and lively community of modern historians of
Britain. Its goal is to keep metropolitan and national histories of Britain fresh
and vital in an intellectual atmosphere increasingly attuned to, and enriched by,
the transnational, the international and the comparative. It will include books that
focus on British histories within the UK and that tackle the subject of Britain and
the world inside and outside the boundaries of formal empire from 1750 to the
present. An indicative — not exclusive — list of approaches and topics that the series
welcomes includes material culture studies, modern intellectual history, gender,
race and class histories, histories of modern science and histories of British
capitalism within a global framework. Open and wide-ranging, the series will
publish books by authoritative scholars, at all stages of their career, with
something genuinely new to say.

A complete list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/modernbritishhistories
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