
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34844-7 — Black Soldiers in the Rhodesian Army
M. T. Howard
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures page ix

Preface xi

Acknowledgements xvi

1 Introduction: The Loyalties of Colonial Soldiers 1

Book Outline 2

A History Misunderstood, Marginalised, and Distorted 6

The Motivations and Loyalties of Colonial Troops 17

Chapter Outline 49

2 The Creation of Black Rhodesian Soldiers’ Regimental

Loyalties 51

The Early History of Black Troops in Rhodesia 51

3 ‘The Rhodesian Army Was the Best in Everything’: The

Professionalism of Black Rhodesian Soldiers 86

Military Socialisation 87

The Importance of the ‘Professional’ Ethos 101

Conclusion 109

4 Racism and Soldierly Loyalty During the War 110

Structural Racism in the Rhodesian Army 111

The Increasing Military Importance of Black Soldiers 119

The Integration of the Rhodesian Army 123

‘No Second-Class Ofûcers’: The First Black Ofûcers in Rhodesia 128

Race and Professionalism within the RAR 134

Conclusion 142

5 The Impact of the War upon Soldierly Loyalties 143

The Absence of ‘Disloyalty’ among Black Rhodesian Troops 145

Black Soldiers’ Faith in Their Military Prowess 151

Rhodesian Air Power Informing Black Soldiers’ Perceptions of Combat 164

Black Rhodesian Soldiers’ Conception of the War’s Morality 174

Solidarities Generated by Guerrilla Targeting of Black Soldiers and Their

Families 182

Conclusion 188

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781009348447
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34844-7 — Black Soldiers in the Rhodesian Army
M. T. Howard
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

6 ‘They Just Follow the Government of the Day’: The

Politics of ‘Apolitical’ Black Rhodesian Soldiers 189

Regional and Class Backgrounds As Inûuencing the Politics of Black

Soldiers 190

The Army’s Policing of Politics among Black Soldiers 192

Vested in the State: The Politics of ‘Apolitical’ Soldiers 197

Contrasting Loyalties 205

Conclusion 209

7 A New ‘Government of the Day’ Dawns: The Loyalties

of ‘Formers’ in Zimbabwe, 1980–1981 211

Loyalties in the Moment of Transition 213

‘That’s Why They Were Loving RAR’: A Marriage of Convenience 219

Postcolonial Enforcers: The Old RAR Fight for Mugabe’s Government 226

Postlude: ‘Formers’ in the ZNA and ‘Nostalgia’ for Rhodesia 240

Conclusion 248

Conclusion: The Loyalties of Professionals 249

Bibliography 260

Index 281

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781009348447
www.cambridge.org

