Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34655-9 — Drones and International Law
Rebecca Mignot-Mahdavi

Table of Contents
More Information

CONTENTS

Foreword ix
BY NEHAL BHUTA

Acknowledgments xii

1 Drone Programs Reconfiguring War, Law, and Societies
around Threat Anticipation 1

1.1

1.2

1.3

Drone Programs as a Network of Interacting Factors:
Law x Technology x Military Strategy x Enemy 3

Compiling the Textual, Bureaucratic, and Material Traces

of Drone Programs as Techno-Legal Machineries 9
A Techno-Legal Machinery 14

2 Contexts 17

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

Afghanistan: US Drone Operations 18
Yemen: US Drone Operations 20
Pakistan: US Drone Operations 23
Somalia: US Drone Operations 24

Iraq and Syria: US and UK Drone
Operations 26

2.6 Libya: US Drone Operations 29
2.7 G5 Sahel: French Drone Operations 30
2.8 Common Patterns of Legal Rationale 35
3 The Institutionalization of Drone Programs 41
3.1 Transnational Terrorist Networks: Calling for a Systemic

3.2

33
3.4

3.5

Individualization of War 43

Drones: The raison d’étre and the Stabilizing Force of a
Bureaucratic Machinery 53

The Normalizing Power of Legal Rationales 68

Testing the Institutionalization Hypothesis:
The Interchangeability of Bureaucrats 76

Concluding Remarks 84

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009346559
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34655-9 — Drones and International Law
Rebecca Mignot-Mahdavi

Table of Contents

More Information

viii CONTENTS

4 Targeting Hostile Individuals 87

4.1 The Extension of the Right of Self-Defense Conditions in
a Cascade 89

4.2 Drones: Tailor-Made Machines for Individualized Warfare 108
4.3 Concluding Remarks 116

5 Endless Wars 119

5.1 Infinite Affiliation? The Uncertain Reevaluation of the Conflict
Characterization and End of Conflicts 122

5.2 Infinite Action? Direct Participants in Hostilities Outside
Areas and Moments of Ongoing Hostilities 138

5.3 Infinite Knowledge or Infinite Enmity? 150
5.4 Concluding Remarks 153

6 Anywhere Wars 155

6.1 The Absence of a Geographical Limitation of Conflicts in
the Law 160

6.2 Drone Programs’ Targeted and Anywhere Wars:
First Encounter with the Perils of Precision 163

6.3 The Failed Attempts to Establish a Legal Constraint
to the Geography of Drone Wars 175

6.4 Concluding Remarks 180

7 Rituals of Sovereignty 182

7.1 Infiltrating the Bodies of Populations Living under Drones:
Extension of the Operating State’s Power 184

7.2 The Law as an Instrument to Tame the “Other Inside”: States 196

7.3 The Law as an Instrument to Annihilate the “Other Outside”:
Jihadist Groups 199

7.4 Concluding Remarks 207

Epilogue 211

Bibliography 216
Index 256

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009346559
www.cambridge.org

