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Brahminical oppression, in India, 181

Brahminical orthodoxy, 191

Brahminical religio-cultural practices,  

184

Brahminical temples, 186

hierarchical spatial divisions of, 187

Brahminical values and identity, 183

Brahmin-male power, 180–182

Brahmins, 176–179
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184
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Indo-Surinamese Brahmin priests, 184

oppression in India, 181
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(British Kuli girls from Calcutta), 

94–95

British Colonies, 19, 42, 65n1, 146–147,  
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British Commonwealth, 146

British Empire, 119, 130n11, 144, 146

claim to equal citizenship for Indians 

in, 145

indentured labour policy, 191

position of India within, 147

regulations to procure young and robust 

workers for serving in plantations, 

121

rights of Indians overseas as a member 

of, 151

British ‘Government of India’, 121

British Guyana, 5, 17, 33, 43, 62, 69

British Imperial citizenship, 144

aspiration towards, 147

discrepancies in access to the full 

bene�ts of, 145

British imperialism, 198, 204, 219n8

British Indian labourers, 85

British Indians, civil and political rights 

of, 140

British Indian woman, in Suriname, 108
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British subjecthood, 147

British–Brahmin Raj, 176
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‘Budhiya ki Jeet’ (Victory of the Old 
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burgeoning crisis, among people of Indian 

origin, 127

Calcutta, 18–22, 24, 27–29, 32, 46, 54, 158

Cape Colony, 231

Cape Malays, 212

Cape Town Agreement of 1926–1927, 237

Cape Town Conference (South Africa)

of 1927, 140–141

of 1932, 141–143

capitalist global economy, 69
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Caribbean Brahminism, 183

Caribbean diaspora, 92

Caribbean Hinduism, 182

Caribbean islands
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Brahminical orthodoxy in, 191

caste-free identity, 186–189
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indentured Indians and the problem of 

caste in, 182–185

Indian diaspora in, 183

interracial and casteless society, 189

non-Brahmin temple complexes in, 187

non-Brahminical Caribbean traditions, 

186

obeah (African religious cult), 189

religious institutionalization of 

‘Brahmanism’, 182

rise of Brahmin-male power in, 182

Sanatan Dharma sabhas in, 191

suicide rates of women in, 187

transformational modes of worship, 

186–189

worship of Brahminical deities in, 188

Carter, Marina, 83, 92

caste/casteism, 9, 75, 126

ancestral caste-free values, 185

in Caribbean islands, 182–183

casteless Tamil identity, 190

emigration of Indians against, 177

exploitation and marginalization, 181

hierarchy in, 112

lower castes and untouchables, 177

oppression of self-privileging-caste 

groups, 178

precolonial privileged-caste identities 

and practices, 177

priesthood for non-Brahmins, 183

privileged-caste groups, 178, 181–182

rejection of the caste-nationalism, 177

resistance against, 176

rise of, 182

sanctioned by Hinduism, 178

caste-based identities, institutionalization 

of, 184

caste-based unequal integration, 184

caste-free commensality, 188

caste-free consciousness, 179

caste-free (and anti-caste) culture, 176

caste-free humanity, 192

caste-free identity, 180, 186–190

caste-free non-Brahmin deities, 190

caste-free priests

of Kali and Amman temples, 189

and rituals of healing, 189–190

caste-free social and self-transformation, 

192

caste-free temples, in Guyana, 186

caste identity, 182

caste oppression

caste-oppressed communities, 176, 185

in colonial India, 192

casteless inclusive integration, 190

casteless Indians, 191

casteless society, self-transformation and 

belonging in, 192

casteless Tamil identity, 190

castelessness

assertion of, 178–179, 181, 185

globalization of, 190–192

Chandra, Baba Ram, 4, 12n13

‘Char Bahane’ (Four Sisters), story of, 70

Chatsworth, township of, 232

child marriages, 71, 126

Chinees-Creoolse Familie (Chinese and 

Creole family), 101

Chinees Met Zijn Kleurling Echtgenoote 

(Chinese with the coloured wife), 

102

Chinese indentured labourers

import-brides, 98

migration of female indentured 

labourers, 98

of Suriname, 97

Chinese men, relationships with Creole 

women, 98

Chitrakoot (India), 165
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Christian education, 112

Christianity, 185

interracial and interreligious in
uence 

of, 192

Christian marriage, 111

Christian missionaries, 165

Christmas and Carnival, 165–169

citizenship rights, issue of, 144

claim to equal citizenship for Indians 

within the British Empire, 145

claim to Indian entitlement to British 

imperial citizenship, 145

clothing

of Afro-Creoles on Surinamese 

plantations, 107

of Indian-Creole Surinamese woman, 

100

clothing styles, photographs of, 110

collective casteless belongingness, 190

Colonial Act Number 9615-9615 for 1873 

and 1875, 86

colonial archival photography, 112

colonial fantasies, 104, 107

colonial hierarchy, of ethnicity, 91

colonial hospitals, in Trinidad, 122

colonial indentured labour policy, 177,  

180

colonial Indian indenture policy, 177

Colonial O�ce, 43–44, 109, 140, 142, 

144–145, 149, 151

colonial power, 112, 121–122

colonial racial capitalism, 177

Commissions of Inquiry, 130n14

communal feasts, 183, 188, 190

community development, 164

Congella, 227

Congella XXVI, 229

Coolie belles, 107

postcard of, 109

Coolie Catching, 25, 35

Coolie Commission, 20

coolie couple, 107

coolie depot, 96

‘coolie’ labour, sources of, 121

coolies, 97

bonded coolies (Bong Coolies), 158

cosmic power/energy, Hindu concept of, 

186

Council of State Debates (29 July 1943), 

145

Creole communities, 84–85

Afro-Creole ethnicity, 107

social interactions with Indian 

indentured labourers, 89–90

creolization, process of, 98–99

cross-caste marriages, 71

cultural and religious identities, 101, 178

cultural representation of women, idea 

of, 94

cultural transformation, 111, 198

cultural violence, 181

culture, 9

Curzon, Lord, 130n14

Dadoo, Yusuf, 198

Daily News, �e, 239

Dalal, M. N., 149

Das, Veena, 126

‘Dasi Bani Rani’ (�e Servant Who 

Became Queen), story of, 71–72

Day of Ashura, 168

de Hart, Maria Louise, 93

de Klerk, C. J. M., 85, 97

de Kooning, Anouk, 83, 90–92

Del Castielo, R.

Chinees-Creoolse Familie (Chinese and 

Creole family), 101

depots, 22, 24, 26–29, 73, 108

depot surgeons, 27, 29

descendants, of indentured migrants, 229

Deshmukh, Govind V., 144, 147, 149

Deshmukh, R. M., 142
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de Veer, Abraham, 93

devotional-foods (prasad), 189

‘Dhokhebaj Dost’ (Deceitful Friend), 

story of, 71

dholak (a medium-sized two-sided drum), 

76

dhoti, 74

Dhupelia, Satish, 245

diamonds, discovery of, 247

didactic tales, 70

dipwa-bhai and dipwa-bahan (depot 

brothers and sisters), 182

division of labour, 85, 120

Diwali, 165

domestic servants, 26

Dooyer, Hendrik, 97

‘Do Yatri’ (Two Travelers), story of, 74–75

Dr M. E. Sultan Building, 239

‘Dulari Bahan’ (Adorable Sister), story 

of, 71

Durban CBD, 197, 199, 201, 204

arrival of passenger Indians in,  

205–206

banana farming, 232

commercial activities of ex-indentured 

Indians in, 205

history of Indian arrival in, 204

population of, 207, 209

race-space delineation, 207

racial zoning of, 208

Railway and Magazine Barracks, 207

restrictive legislation imposed on 

Indians in, 208

urban economic prospects and 

employment opportunities in, 205

white hostility towards Indians, 232

Durban University of Technology (DUT), 

11, 240

Durga Puja festivities, 162

Dutch East India Company, 85

Dutch identity, 101

East Indian woman, in post-slavery 

society, 99

economic depression, of the 1920s and 

1930s, 125

economic recession, 207

Edinburgh University, 233

Edwards, Elisabeth, 92

Een Chineesche Familie (photograph), 97, 

100

ektara (a single-stringed instrument), 76

Ellis, Fanny, 93

Ellis, Johannes, 93

Ellis, Katherine, 228

emancipated labourers, 87

emigration, of Indian labourers, 18, 20–25, 

27–28, 31, 33, 44, 53, 64, 100, 142, 

177–178

emigration agents, 21–22, 24, 26–27, 

29–31, 45

entertainment stories, 70, 72

ethnic dualism, 158

ethnic identity, 91

ethnic migrant groups, 87

ethnic mixing, 99

ethnicity, 9

European colonialism, 181

in South Asia, 177

European emigration agents, 22

European homeless and destitute, 125

European imperialism, 198, 219n8

European missionaries, 211

‘European’ origin, homeless and destitute 

of, 127

European plantation colonies, 179

family folk culture, 75

family support systems, 126

Fathima Bee Building, 240

female Bhojpuri migrants, in Suriname

arrival of, 84–92

identity formation of, 83
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photograph of, 107

portrayal of, 83

position of, 107

female quotas, 20–21, 28–29

Fiji immigrants, 22, 37n39

�re-pass (walking the �re), 171

First Felicity Ramleela and Cultural 

Group (Trinidad and Tobago), 161

First World War, 121

folk culture

elements of, 73

family folk culture, 75

in folk tales, 73–76

in the stories of social life, 75

folklore, 69

in Bhojpuri language, 70

of Bidesia culture, 76

folk culture in folk tales, 73–76

folk songs, 76–79

indentured folk tales, 70–73

kinds of, 70

old man and the crocodile (‘Budha aur 

Magar’), story of, 70

folk songs, indentured, 76–79

‘forced’ living conditions, 88

free labourers, 97

Gandhi, M. K., 143

satyagraha campaigns in South Africa, 

141

Gazette of India, 139–140

gender equality, 184

gender-based violence, 187

ginni and mala (garland), 74

girmitiyas, 129n11

disease and illness, 123

�rst generation of ageing girmitiyas,  

122

free passage back to India, 120

sanctity of, 120

self-help in South Africa, 124–128

girmits (contracts of indentured labourers), 

120

global Brahminism, 178, 184

Global North, 177

Global South, 129, 177

global village, concept of, 172

Goa Carnival, 167

Gokhale, Gopal Krishna, 121

gold, discovery of, 231, 247

gold rush, to the Transvaal, 231

Goonam, Kesaveloo, 233

Govender, Buddy, 208, 216

Government of India, 141–143, 145, 149

agent of, 142

concept of imperial reciprocity, 150

concern with displeasing the South 

African government, 147

implementing of the Reciprocity Rules, 

140

retaliatory measures against South 

Africa, 139

Government of Madras, 143

Graphic, �e, 226

Grenada, 69

Grey Street Complex (South Africa), 10, 

198–202

apartheid and post-apartheid street 

names in, 201

birth of, 207

cultural connectivity of the community, 

208

cultural organizations and educational 

institutions in, 214–218

cultural values and cultural 

organizations, 210–214

Development and Environmental 

Planning of the e�ekwini 

Municipality, 208

development of the ‘Indian CBD,’ 

207–208

evolution of, 204–205
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historical context of, 198–199

land coverage of, 199

location of, 198

major religious groups present in

Christianity, 211–212

Hinduism, 212–214

Islam, 212

memories and nostalgia of a cultural 

chronotope, 208–210

‘mini-India’, 198

racial zoning of, 208

religious and cultural heritage, 210

rise of a culture in, 204–214

socio-historical aspects of, 203

with spatial boundaries, 200

spatial pro�le of, 199–201

Groepsportret van Javanen (Group Portrait 

of Javanese), 98

Group Areas Act, 1950, 1966 (South 

Africa), 199, 208, 219n8, 232

group area zones, 199

Gujarati community, in South Africa,  

214

Gujarati Hindu, 211

‘Gulabkawali’, story of, 70, 75

‘Gular ka Phool’ (Flower of the Cluster 

Fig), story of, 70

gulli-danda, 76, 80n6

Gunn, G. H., 128

Guyana Hindu Dharmic Sabha (GHDS), 

183

Mahila Mandali (the women’s 

association), 183

priest-training programmes, 184

Hall, Stuart, 3, 97

‘Hazar aur Ek Raten’, story of, 72

Higher Education Act No. 30 of 1923,  

240

Hindi Sarnami people, 114n15

Hindu Associations, 178

Hindu diaspora, 112

Hindu fundamentalism

in colonial and postcolonial India, 184

rise of, 184

‘Hindu’ homogeneity, in multicultural 

societies, 178

Hindu Indian Americans, 178

Hinduism, in the Natal province,  

212–214

Hindu lunar calendar, 165

Hindu missionaries, 213–214

Hindu Rashtra, 246

Hindu religion, 111

Hindu religious social structure, 182

Hindus of Chennai, 167

Hindustanis, 178

His Majesty’s Government, 144

hospital ordinances, 121

Hukett, Leige, 145

Hussein, Imam, 168

Immigrantenwyk of plantation de Resolutie, 

88

imperial citizenship, notion of, 140

Imperial Conference

of 1921, 144, 150

of 1923, 150

of 1932, 151

Imperial Gazetteer of India of 1909, 34

Imperial Legislative Council, 121

imperial racial problems, 148

imperial reciprocity, concept of, 140, 146, 

150

Indian delegation’s frustrations with, 

150–151

Imperial War Cabinet of 1917–1918,  

150

Imperial War Conferences of 1917–1918, 

144

import-brides, 98

imprisonment laws, 121
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In Het Koeliedepot (�e Kuli depot), 96

indenture contracts, 24–25, 56, 80, 124, 

179–180, 205

indentured Indians in South Africa and 

Fiji

caste and social norms, 48–52

everyday life on plantations, 59–65

festivals, worship and rituals, 55–56

major recruitment districts, 47

marriage, 52–54

patterns of geographical and caste 

distribution, 47

prosperous Indian ex-indentured 

labourers, 57–59

religious breakdown of recruitment, 

47–48

Sanadhya’s account, 61–62

South Indians, 46–47

work, wages and savings, 56–59

indentured Indian women. See women 

immigrants, in Natal

indentured labour scheme, 1

abolition of, 204

origin, 42–43

indentured Muslims, 233

indentured women, identity of, 108

indentureship, contracts of, 69

India O�ce, 149

India’s boycott of apartheid South Africa, 

247

Indian capital, growth of, 207

Indian CBD, 211

consumer popularity, 207

development of, 207–208

Indian Christians, 191

Indian citizenship, 146

Indian Civil Service

appointment of South Africans of  

non-Indian origin in, 140

Indian-Creole Surinamese woman, 

clothing of, 100

Indian diaspora, 107, 176, 178, 180, 183, 

186, 192, 204

in Caribbean, 183

rise of Brahminical or Hindu 

fundamentalism, 184

Indian Emigration Act of 1922, 147

Indian higher education, in the public 

sphere, 237

Indian Immigration Trust Board, 28

Indian indenture system, 159

caste-free Indians and, 180–181

colonial indentured labour policy, 180

end of, 158

Indian indentured labourers

caste-based beliefs and identities, 191

claims of imperial citizenship, 143

daily lived experience of, 91

death rates due to defective nutrition 

and slum housing, 128

descendants of, 184, 229

Indo-Guyanese, 192

prevalence of diseases among, 123

reconstruction of identities among, 91

recruitment of, 121, 130n14, 182

separation of families and community 

groups, 121

social interactions with Creoles, 89

Speckmann analyses of, 91

in Trinidad and Tobago, 158–160

wife-murders and suicides, 108

Indian indentured migration, 2, 43

in British Guyana, 69

fraudulent recruiting practices, 22–26

importance, 2

licensed and unlicensed recruiters, 45, 

46

in Mauritius, 69

in Natal, 18, 50–56, 64

notions of hierarchy and privilege, 49

passenger Indians, 2

recruitment of labour, 45
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terms and conditions under, 43–44

‘Tinkerian’ paradigm, 2

Indian izzat, 146

Indian labour, characterizations of, 121

Indian labouring classes, 147

Indian Legislative Assembly, 144

debates preceding the passing of the 

Reciprocity Act in 1943, 145, 147

support for the Reciprocity Act in,  

149

Indian migrants’ transformed identities, 

construction of, 84

Indian Muslims, 183

Indian National Congress, 181

Indian national movement, 181

Indian ‘national self-respect’, idea of, 145

Indian nationalism, 146

Indian petty bourgeoisie, 125

Indian philosophy of life, 162

Indian Police, 140

Indian Reciprocity Act of 1943, 146

aspirations of, 143–147

debates preceding the passing of, 145

enforcement against South Africa, 

139–140

implementation of, 140, 145, 151

legal and citizenship restrictions, 140

passing of, 150

safeguarding of the legitimate rights of 

Indians overseas, 146

sanctions against the Union of South 

Africa, 146

Indian refugee committee, 231

Indian Relief Act of 1914, 141

provision for Indian repatriation, 141

Indian religio-cultural norms, 70

Indian Review, 147

Indian self-government, 146

Indian South Africans, 125, 228

Indian Teachers Society, 237

Indian technical college, 217

Indian Technical Education Committee, 

237

Indian trading zone, 199

Indians Overseas Reciprocity Bill, 143

Indianising Indian education, 240

indigenous communities, 84–85

Indo-Arabian community, 233

Indo-Caribbean diaspora, religious 

practices of, 180

Indo-Caribbean identity, 185

Indo-Guyanese communities, 185

Indo-Guyanese religio-cultural practices, 

189

Indo-Trinidadian culture, 9

Indo-Trinidadian settlements, 160

Indonesia, Dutch colony of, 85

information technology (IT), 162, 245

inter-ethnic relations, 94

inter-racial amity, 149

interracial and interreligious casteless 

identities, in Guyana, 192

izzat, notion of, 146

jahaji bandals, 159–160

jahaji bhai and jahaji bahan (ship brothers 

and sisters), 182

Jama’at Khanas, 212

James, Frederick Earnest, 148–149

‘Jannat Ki Handi’ (Pot of Heaven), 74

Japanese settlers, in South Africa, 146

Javanese migrants

arrival in Suriname, 97

comparison with Indian indentured 

labourers, 86

Jehangir, Cowasjee, 149–150

Jenkins, Edward, 62–63
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segregated, 88, 96, 177, 180

sehra (headdress worn by a groom during 

weddings), 74

self-empowerment, 190

self-privileging caste groups, domination 

of, 176

sense of belonging, 198

separation of a family, 70

sexual liberation, 109

sexually transmitted infections (STIs),  

122

Shakti, 185

Shankaranand, Swami, 126

Shudras, 76

Shumshudeen, Mulukmahomed, 242

Singh, Balkaran, 9

Singh, K., 127

Singh, Kunwar Maharaj, 142

sirdars (sub-overseers), 227

slave dances, 76

slavery, abolition of, 1, 84, 97, 204

Slavery Abolition Act of 1833, 177, 179

slum housing, 128

Smuts, Jan, 141

social-care networks, 119

social construction, of identity, 92

social evils, 70

safeguard against, 70

social gatherings, caste-based, 189
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