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Based on over a decade of original archival research, this book shows how Urdu travel
writing gave voice to a global imagination that reflected the ambition and aspiration
of Indians and Pakistanis as they negotiated their place in the changing world of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In this interdisciplinary study, author Daniel
Majchrowicz traces the social and literary history of the Urdu travelogue from 1840
to 1990 in six chronological chapters. Each chapter asks how travel writers used the
genre to give meaning to the shifting social and political realities of their colonial and
postcolonial worlds. The book particularly highlights the role of women writers in the
production of a global imagination in Urdu with an emphasis on travel writing on Asia

and Africa.

Daniel Majchrowicz is Assistant Professor of South Asian Literature and Culture
and Director of the South Asia Research Forum at Northwestern University. He is a
co-author of Three Centuries of Travel Writing by Muslim Women (2022).
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Sair kar dunya ki ghafil zindagani phir kahari
Zindagi gar kuchh rabi to yeh javani phir kabari

Travel the world, O fool! you only bave so much life to live,
And even if your life is long, when will you be young again?

—Khwaja Mir Dard (1721-1785)
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Note on Translation and
Transliteration

This book uses a consistent transliteration scheme for all South Asian languages,
including Urdu, Hindi, Persian, Arabic, Punjabi, Gujarati, and Marathi, according
to their spelling in the Perso-Arabic script and pronunciation in the South Asian
context. This scheme is a simplified version of that advocated by the Journal of Urdu
Studies. To facilitate readability for non-specialists, I have generally eschewed the
use of diacritics and removed the silent final -5 from words such as safarnama. The
izafa is written -7, and the Arabic definite article as 4/-. Foreign terms are generally
only italicized on their first occurrence in each chapter. Proper nouns are given
according to their English spelling where relevant. All translations are my own unless
otherwise noted.
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