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Based on over a decade of original archival research, this book shows how Urdu travel 

writing gave voice to a global imagination that reflected the ambition and aspiration 

of Indians and Pakistanis as they negotiated their place in the changing world of the 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In this interdisciplinary study, author Daniel 

Majchrowicz traces the social and literary history of the Urdu travelogue from 1840 

to 1990 in six chronological chapters. Each chapter asks how travel writers used the 

genre to give meaning to the shifting social and political realities of their colonial and 

postcolonial worlds. The book particularly highlights the role of women writers in the 

production of a global imagination in Urdu with an emphasis on travel writing on Asia 

and Africa.

Daniel Majchrowicz is Assistant Professor of South Asian Literature and Culture 

and Director of the South Asia Research Forum at Northwestern University. He is a 

co-author of Three Centuries of Travel Writing by Muslim Women (2022).
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Sair kar dunya ki ghafil zindagani phir kahañ

Zindagi gar kuchh rahi to yeh javani phir kahañ

Travel the world, O fool! you only have so much life to live,

And even if your life is long, when will you be young again?

4Khwaja Mir Dard (172131785)
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This book is a travelogue, a narrative of my own peregrinations in search of a history. 

It is a map that details the countries and cities I traveled to for research, to give a talk, 

or simply to find a warm beach to write on. Nearly every page in this book reminds 

me of where I was when I wrote it. One passage bears me to a library in Lahore, where  

I conducted archival research, and another to Indonesia, where I spent the plague years 

of 2020 and 2021 editing and revising. As I flick through these pages, the Philippines, 

Colombia, India, Switzerland, Tanzania, Trinidad, and Turkey appear before me. I see 

in these pages too the many people who kept me safe, kept me fed, and saved me time 

and again from being lost in intellectual dead ends or from dying of thirst in deserts of 

academic despondency. I thank them all; I would never have reached my destination 

alone. They are more than I can name, for the journey to completing this book lasted 

well over a decade. Still, I will try. 

I began this journey when I was still an undergraduate student at the University of 

Texas at Austin. There, while completing a degree in Spanish literature, I stumbled into 

learning Urdu and taking classes on South Asian history and literature. Akbar Hyder 

helped nurture my interest in this field, ultimately inspiring me to do a Master9s and 

then a PhD. He has provided unflinching support and guidance ever since, and I am 

deeply grateful to him for it. While still at Texas, Kathryn Hansen, Rupert Snell, Gail 

Minault, Carla Petievich, Martha Selby, Cynthia Talbot, and Kamran Asdar Ali gave 

me further support and guidance; I am profoundly indebted to them all. My fellow 

graduate students at Texas have become both colleagues and lifelong friends, among 

them Ameem Lutfi, Adeem Suhail, Ammar Jan, Natasha Raheja, Nathan Tabor, 

Gwendolyn Kirk, Nishtha Mehta, Sarah Hakeem, Suzanne Schultz, Mubashir Rizvi, 

Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781009340755
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34075-5 — The World in Words
Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia
Daniel Joseph Majchrowicz
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xii Acknowledgments

Isabel Huacuja-Alonso, Peter Knapczyk and, a longhorn by association, Ghazal Asif.  

I am also thankful for the friendship of other members of the UT-biradari whom I met  

in the following years, among them Sabeena Sheikh, Yahya Khan, Eric Beverly, and 

Roanne Kantor. Roanne, who has always been willing to read a draft or help me 

explore an idea, has left her mark throughout this book. Sarah Waheed and Santosh 

Shankar gave critical early guidance and inspired me to keep thinking, learning,  

and writing.

I found my second intellectual home at Harvard University, where I completed my 

PhD. I will always be thankful to Ali Asani for giving me the guidance and support 

necessary to explore my interests and put them into writing; it was he who read and 

commented on the first feeble drafts of this book. I was also supported tirelessly  

by Richard Delacy, Amy Bard, Smita Lahiri, and Karen Thornber. Arafat Razzaque, 

Mircea Raianu, Farrah Jarral, Abbas Jaffer, Shan Khan, Namita Dharia, Sadaf 

Jaffer, Daniel Sheffield, Salwa Nur, Nicolas Roth, Tarik Ali, Johan Matthew, Mou 

Bannerjee, Dinyar Patel, Zahra Kanji, Ailya Vajid, Katherine Merriman, Andrew 

McDowell, Elise Burton, Alexandra Chen, and Prathama Nabi were all key to 

my survival. Julia Stephens was a critical interlocutor and, frankly, an inspiration. 

Michael Grossman spent years patiently teaching me to catalogue books from 

South Asia at Widener Library. This apprenticeship expanded my understanding 

of Urdu print and helped to lay a foundation for this book9s engagement with the 

travelogue9s material past. I discovered many shared academic interests4travel 

writing above all4with Sunil Sharma, at Boston University, who has given me key 

support and advice at every step. My scholarship would be much the poorer without 

his insight. It was he who invited me to join him and Siobhan Lambert-Hurley, of 

Sheffield University, to co-edit what would become my first book, Three Centuries 

of Travel Writing by Muslim Women (Indiana University Press, 2022). Siobhan 

herself has been a patient mentor, co-editor, and co-author who has left a deep mark 

on my work. She also introduced me to others mentors, including Sylvia Vatuk and 

Moneeza Shamsie, who have themselves helped shape the final form of this book. 

In 2013314, I had the exquisite luck to hold a one year position as 

assistant-doctorant at the University of Lausanne (UNIL). This was a formative 

period for me, one that gave me ample time, resources, and alpine air to think 

through this book. Switzerland is a land of riches, particularly when it comes to 

scholarship on South Asia. I benefited immensely from my long conversations and 

exchanges with my colleagues at UNIL, including Fanny Guex, Philippe Bornet, 

Nadia Cattoni, Noémie Veredon, Maya Burger, Ingo Strauch, Nicola Pozza, and, 

most recently, Melina Gravier. I owe a special debt to Blain Auer for his patience 

and advice, always subtly delivered. More than a few pages of this book remind me 

of ideas hashed out with him during near-daily discussions of Urdu and Persian 

literature over a café and, at least for me, a tarte aux fraises.

www.cambridge.org/9781009340755
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34075-5 — The World in Words
Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia
Daniel Joseph Majchrowicz
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xiiiAcknowledgments

From Lausanne I traveled to Evanston, Illinois, where I joined Northwestern9s 

Department of Asian Languages and Cultures. I have been incredibly lucky to spend 

the last several years working with Northwestern9s vibrant and inclusive faculty. Laura 

Brueck9s support has been immense; I have learned from her about practically every 

aspect of academic life. Rajeev Kinra has likewise provided constant, irreplicable 

support. My intellectual life at Northwestern has been enriched by its ever-expanding 

group of scholars working on South Asia, including Ashish Koul, Brannon Ingram, 

Sarah Jacobi, Yuthika Sharma, Rami Nair, David Boyk, Timsal Masud, and Mark 

McClish. I have also learned from so many colleagues in ALC and around the university, 

particularly Thomas Gaubatz, Paola Zamperini, Patrick Noonan, Corey Byrnes,  

Mi-Ryong Shim, Annabel We, Dahye Kim, Jules Law, and Amy Stanley. Jean Deven 

has kept me organized and on track, fielding all my oddball questions and offering 

foster care to my chronically neglected office plants. Lastly, I thank my students, 

whose enthusiasm and curiosity keep my own afire. Sharmain Siddiqui, Hassan Sayed, 

Narmeen Noorullah, Hajra Malik, Hamnah Malik, and Yashwardhan Bairathi all read 

portions of this book or helped me conduct research for it. May everyone be blessed 

with students like them. 

Beyond the university, I have been supported by an army of people who have 

provided me with ideas, books, food, water, and shelter. They say <Lahore Lahore ey,= 

but Lahore would not be for me what it is without the kindness of the Chughtai family: 

Akhtar Sohail, Rukhsana Sohail, Omar bhai, Maryam, Ali, Shareena, Reem, and Faisal. 

It would be impossible to recount all they have done for me. They made Pakistan a 

second home. Ali Aftab Saeed and Saad Sultan offered connections, suggestions, 

and much-needed compansionship. In Karachi, Rija and Rimha Ahmad have always 

made the city feel like home; Ameem Lufti brought it alive. Still in Karachi, this book 

was also enriched by the support of the late Asif Aslam Farrukhi, while Zehra Masud 

shared her archive of family narratives with me. 

I have been similarly blessed in India. In Hyderabad, the Pulizalas have always 

been the most gracious and understanding hosts. The Cheemas in Patiala taught me 

Punjabi and advanced bhains-milking techniques. In Delhi, the Mehta family willingly 

hosted me year after year, even when they themselves were not at home. The late Ashok 

Tomar was mission critical, perpetually ensuring I had a double peg in my hand after 

a grueling day at the archives. Mukta Tomar keeps the whiskey flowing today. During 

my British Library days, Sarah Passmore provided friendship and a roof. From my stint 

in Tajikistan, I can only say <naghz, rahmat= to Kevin Schwartz for his friendship and 

support since our Dushanbe days. In Washington DC, I thank Amena Saiyed, her 

mother, and her aunts for trusting me to work with their family history to introduce 

and help publish the translation of Muhammadi Begum9s diary, A Long Way from 

Hyderabad (Primus Publications, 2021). Najeeb Jung and Mirza Jahandar have 

tirelessly and enthusiastically helped me to research their ancestor, Begum Sarbuland, 

who also features in this book. 

www.cambridge.org/9781009340755
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34075-5 — The World in Words
Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia
Daniel Joseph Majchrowicz
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xiv Acknowledgments

This journey has not always seen smooth sailing, but others have always leapt 

to help me steady the ship. In March 2020, a long-planned book workshop was 

blown off course due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Instead of being an in-person 

event, the workshop became virtual, inaugurating what would become two years 

of video conferencing. This book was radically transformed by the feedback  

I received during that virtual workshop, from Francesca Orsini, Barbara Metcalf, 

Laura Brueck, and Rajeev Kinra. In the months afterward, Tara Denkel helped 

fashion this book9s inchoate ideas into solid form. In the later stages of writing,  

I received critical editorial assistance from Hannah Archambault and Sarah Selvidge, 

both of whom dotted my i9s, crossed my kafs, and pushed me to think more incisively 

and write more expressively. 

I offer my immense gratitude to David Boyk and Andrew McDowell. They 

have provided near-constant guidance and insight for almost fifteen years. Each has 

read every word in this book multiple times. They have talked through every idea  

and fact-checked every claim; if the reader finds any errors here, it is surely because 

I foolishly disregarded their advice. I am also grateful for the mentorship, guidance, 

conversations, friendship, and scholarship of the many friends and mentors upon 

whose shoulders this book stands, including C.M. Naim, Frances Pritchett, Akbar 

Hyder, Francesca Orsini, Asiya Alam, Andrew Amstutz, Haris Qadeer, Timsal Masud, 

Sean Pue, Jennifer Dubrow, Akbar Zaidi, Pasha Khan, J. Barton Scott, Sahil Warsi, 

Arthur Dudney, Razak Khan, Margrit Prenau, Megan Robb, Ryan Perkins, Zahra 

Sabri, and Usman Hamid. Dr. Abdurrashid gave me countless tips, and has continued 

to send relevant material my way for over a decade. Rifaqat Ali Shahid, Zubair Jameel, 

Muhammad Zubair, Irfan Khan, Ata Khurshid, Mazhar Muin Khan, and Abdullah 

Khalid helped me find rare sources. Ziaullah Khokhar in Gujranwala and the trustees 

of the Masood Jhandir Library in Mailsi allowed me to view and photograph their 

stores of treasures. I must also broadly recognize the work of librarians and archivists 

all across South Asia who have fought to preserve and make available the materials 

that I access here. For their patience in teaching me Urdu, I thank Aftab Ahmad, 

Zeba Parveen, and Ahtesham Khan. For teaching me the abjad, the Tayyeb family. 

And for reviewing this book manuscript, the three anonymous readers whose feedback 

undoubtedly made it much better than it had been. 

A journey like this does not come cheap. The earliest research and writing 

was supported by funding from the American Institute for Pakistan Studies, a 

Fulbright3Nehru Fellowship, a Mrs. Giles Whiting Dissertation Completion 

Fellowship, a Florence Tan-Moeson Library of Congress Asian Division Research 

Fellowship, and a Momina Cheema Memorial Fellowship for Research in Pakistan. 

Before even that, I benefited from Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowships and 

other language-focused scholarships that allowed me to study Urdu, Persian, Punjabi, 

and Hindi. In the second phase of writing, critical funding came from Northwestern 

www.cambridge.org/9781009340755
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34075-5 — The World in Words
Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia
Daniel Joseph Majchrowicz
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

xvAcknowledgments

University and the Department of Asian Languages and Cultures. A yearlong 

fellowship from the Alice Kaplan Center for the Humanities gave me the time and 

space I needed to write and revise. 

The ideas in this book were honed over several years of presenting papers and 

participating in conferences. In Austin, Akbar Hyder gave me multiple opportunities to 

learn from the faculty and students there. In Boston, Sunil Sharma, Roberta Micallef, 

and James Uden have all invited me to join in the conversations and publications 

that emerged from Boston University9s annual workshop on travel writing. In Kuala 

Lumpur, I benefited from conversations with Rian Thum, Mehreen Jamal, Seema 

Golestaneh, and Olly Ackermann. The Hakluyt Society Symposium introduced 

me to Riyaz Chenganakkattil. I explored my work in comparative perspective via a 

lively post-talk conversation at Gadjah Mada University in Yogyakarta. A generous 

invitation to speak at the Conference on Early Modern Literatures in North India 

renewed my acquaintance with Tyler Williams and introduced me to Manpreet 

Kaur. I received helpful feedback at presentations at the University of Buffalo, the 

University of Chicago, and at the Oriental Institute in Prague. I am likewise thankful 

for opportunities to speak in Lahore, Delhi, Karachi, and Washington DC. I thank 

Brill for allowing me to reuse material from my article, <Fingernails Torn from Flesh: 

Intiz�r Husain, R�m La8l, and Travel Writing across the India3Pakistan Border,= 

published in the Journal of Urdu Studies. I also thank Indiana University Press for 

allowing me to reproduce portions of my translation from Qaisari Begum9s <Book 

of Life,= as published in Three Centuries of Travel Writing by Muslim Women.   

I thank everyone at Cambridge University Press for helping to make this book a reality. 

Lastly, I thank my family for keeping life lively and for always excusing my constant 

disappearances. My parents, my siblings, my nieces and nephews, and particularly 

Anusha, have always been supportive, and it is thanks to them that I have always had 

somewhere to call home, and now have somewhere to return to as the travelogue that 

is this book comes to an end. 

.. .

www.cambridge.org/9781009340755
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34075-5 — The World in Words
Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia
Daniel Joseph Majchrowicz
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

This book uses a consistent transliteration scheme for all South Asian languages, 

including Urdu, Hindi, Persian, Arabic, Punjabi, Gujarati, and Marathi, according 

to their spelling in the Perso-Arabic script and pronunciation in the South Asian 

context. This scheme is a simplified version of that advocated by the Journal of Urdu 

Studies. To  facilitate readability for non-specialists, I have generally eschewed the 

use of diacritics and removed the silent final -h from words such as safarnama. The 

izafa is written -i, and the Arabic definite article as al-. Foreign terms are generally 

only italicized on their first occurrence in each chapter. Proper nouns are given 

according to their English spelling where relevant. All translations are my own unless  

otherwise noted.

Note on Translation and  
Transliteration
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