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UNITY OF KANT’S CRITICAL SYSTEM

In this book, Lara Ostaric argues that Kant’s seminal Critique of 
Judgment is properly understood as completing his Critical system. �e 
two seemingly disparate halves of the text are uni�ed under this larger 
project insofar as both aesthetic and teleological judgment indirectly 
exhibit the �nal end of reason, the Ideas of the highest good and the 
postulates, as if obtaining in nature. She relates Kant’s discussion of 
aesthetic and teleological judgment to important yet under-explored 
concepts in his philosophy, and helps the reader to recognize the 
relevance of his aesthetics and teleology for our understanding of �ne 
arts and genius, the possibility of pure judgments of ugliness, Kant’s 
philosophy of history, his philosophy of religion, and his conception 
of autonomy. Ostaric’s novel and thoroughly integrative presentation 
of Kant’s system will be of interest not only to Kant scholars but also 
to those working in religious studies, art history, political theory, and 
intellectual history.

L ar a Ostar ic  is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Temple 
University. She is the editor of Interpreting Schelling: Critical Essays 
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Note on Sources

Apart from the Kritik der reinen Vernunft (Critique of Pure Reason), all 
references to Kant’s writings are to the appropriate volume and page num-
ber of Kants gesammelte Schriften (AA), edited by the Deutsche Akademie 
der Wissenschaften zu Berlin (formerly Königlich-Preußische Akademie 
der Wissenschaften), 29 vols. (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1900–). References to 
the Kritik der reinen Vernunft are to the standard A and B pagination of 
the �rst and the second editions (1781 and 1787, respectively). Citations to 
Re�exionen are made by reference to the re�ection number, followed by 
the relevant volume and page number in AA. Citations to student notes 
from Kant’s lectures are made by reference to the common title for the 
set of notes, followed by the relevant volume and page number in AA. 
For translations, I mostly rely on the Cambridge Edition of the Works of 
Immanuel Kant but have occasionally introduced changes and corrections.
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