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affect
definition 105
intensity 106-109
and negative aspects 105-107, 123-124
and technology 111-112
affective ties
and everyday obligations 3
intersubjective experience 105
persistence 101-102
transnational migrants 106—-108,
126-127
ageing population, Kenya 195
agriculture
produce from family farm
125-126
subsistence agriculture 33
Swynnerton Plan 36
aspirations
a better life 40
education 62, 72-73
meeting the family’s needs 14, 55, 59, 71
middle-class lifestyle 31, 55, 60, 69-70
self-betterment 2, 59, 61-65, 71
social mobility 31, 39-40
See also expectations; reasons for
migration
Assemblies of God 49-50
asylum 19, 81-82n

Barking and Dagenham 87-88

Beidelman, Thomas 73

Bible translations 34-35

Blunt, Robert 49

born-again Christianity 25
definition 12n
economic achievement 115-116
husband-and-wife dyad 114-115, 117
importance of nuclear family

114-115, 117, 123-124, 175

as a relationship 97-98
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rupture and self-making 98-99, 178,
189-190
as social community 151
source of identity 13-14, 25, 98-99
See also Pentecostal church/es;
Pentecostalism
bridewealth 133-136
bridewealth negotiations
133-136, 142-143
bridewealth payments 142
bridewealth values 135-136, 143
British National Party 88, 167

care sector
global care chains 67
in Kenya 195
in UK 167
in US 62
See also nurses
chamas (credit and savings associations)
183-184
change 169-170
‘broken Britain’ 162
of circumstances 189-191
and continuity 141-148, 161-162,
164-165
cultural loss 161-162
‘forgetting who you are’ 164-165
in kinship configurations 177-178,
188-189
negative aspects 165-166
personhood and belonging 161-165
redefinition of younger migrants’ kinship
relations 177-178
on return from London 160-161
as social betrayal 163-164
children, naming traditions 171-172
Christianity
in Africa 13
ageing population 96-97, 97n
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coping with difficulties of separation
113-114
feelings of alienation for migrants 95-97
in Kenya 50
moral superiority 170-171
pluralism 97
as site of action 12-14
cohabitation (come-we-stay)
appeal for migrants 155
and decision to marry 156
in Kenya 162
social and moral inferiority 132, 154-156
support for families 155
colonial era
gendered division of labour 33
generational tensions 33, 36, 175-176
reserves 30-31n
wage labourers 32-33, 35
colonialization 10, 14, 34, 39
come-we-stay. See cohabitation (come-we-
stay)
communication. See ICT (information and
communications technology)
community weddings
absence of non-migrant kin 143-146,
152-153, 158
best couples 152-153
cake cutting 140-141
ceremony 138-139
community-building occasions 148-149,
151-152, 158-159
defined 131-132
effect on intergenerational relations 132,
144-145
fundraising 136-137, 144
gifts 140-141, 146-147
‘just like at home’ 130-132, 143144,
158
leftover food 141, 150
location 131-133, 143-144
multifaceted events 133
negative aspects 149-150
photographs 139-141
pre-wedding activities 136-138,
144-145, 149
pre-wedding dinner 137
reception 139-141
reciprocal expectations 150, 175
and social status 138, 148-149
speeches 140
transnational rituals 141-148
videos 139, 145-146
community-building 148-149, 151-152,
158-159
contingency, of lifecourse 59-61, 190-191
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continuity 141-148, 162-164, 169-170
corruption
British society 100, 140, 165-166
‘eating’ metaphor 122n
fraudulent house building 122
Kenya’s politics 30-31, 44-46, 52-53
Pentecostal church 52-53

devil worship 49n, 49, 51
See also witchcraft
distance
friction of distance 108-109, 109n
relative conceptualisation 4, 191-192
social distance 9-12, 191-192
dowry. See bridewealth

economic migration 56
education
indigenous education 39
marker of success 70
post-colonial improvement 63-64
pre-marriage considerations 135
and social mobility 31, 39-40
See also study abroad
elections (Kenya)
corruption (1988) 44-45
violence (1992/1997) 45-46
employment
by the church 50
by NGOs 47
colonial wage labourers 32-33
low-pay and low-status jobs 83-84,
180-181, 183-184
status paradox for migrants 83-84,
180-181
study and part-time work 55, 83—-84
visa restrictions 70, 82-83
English language 25-26
Englund, Harri 6
entrepreneurship
chama land-purchase enterprise
183-184
rural areas 125-126
second-hand clothing market 60-61
ethical demands 113-114
ethnicity
and religion 24-25
women’s employment 41n
existential
change 161
compulsion and moral obligation 5-6
movement 9, 77-78
and personhood 103-105
reconciliation with structural context
189-191
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exogamy investigations, before marriage
134-135, 142
expectations
disappointment at unfulfilled
expectations 41, 65, 79-80, 94-95,
98-99, 124
from family on return home 116-117

from non-migrants 10, 93, 107-108, 110,

175
reconfiguration 128-129

See also aspirations; kinship obligations;

reasons for migration

family relations. See kinship
feminism 49
Ferguson, James 30, 181-182, 187
fertility rates 64, 64n
fieldwork

core families 22-24

dwelling among families 20-22

in Kenya 24, 26-27

in London 25-26

situational analysis 20-21
finances

assistance but not regular support

117-118, 190

chamas (credit and savings associations)

183-184

lump sum donations versus small
amounts 119-121, 182

marital tensions over money 63, 68,
119-121, 123

gender
colonial era division of labour 33
colonial era inequality 33-34
financial arrangements 180

household responsibilities 69, 122—-123,

146-147
marital tensions over money 63, 68,
119-121, 123
migration inequalities 67—68
younger migrants 172-173
generations
colonial era tensions 33, 36, 175-176
definitions (first and second) 16n, 16
differing prospects 79
familial expectations 193

inter- and intra- generational dilemmas

116-119
and kinship obligations 72, 114-116
link between age and dependency 182
‘migrant generation’ 15-17
multifaceted conceptualisation 14—-17
and the Pentecostal church 52

relations with the in-laws 114-115,
147
and wedding celebrations 132
See also older women migrants; younger
migrants
girlfriend (relationship) 173-174, 174n
Goldenberg scandal 44n

Hage, Ghassan 107, 124, 161, 168
Hannaford, Dinah 110
harambee gatherings 2n, 2, 73
HIV and AIDS 42n, 195
household appliances 119n, 119, 183
household help 42, 69, 75, 119n, 119
housing
building fraud 122
generational moves 194-195
help for non-migrant kin 62, 164
plans for the future 183, 193
humiliation 83-84, 94-95, 106-107, 126

communication technology 108-113
ethical demands 10, 110, 113-114
ignored or unreturned calls 112-113
internet 109n
mobile phones 109-111, 109n
poignancy 10
Skype 109-110, 192
social media 91
source of ambivalence 192
staying in touch 8-10
WhatsApp 109, 192
imagination
abroad 72-76, 191-192
alternate non-migrant life in Kenya 95
endless possibilities 73
gaps in expectations and experience 41, 65,
79-80, 94-95, 9899, 124

Kenya and UK compared 75-76

positive and negative aspects 11-12,
94-95, 102

social and historic limitations 94

spatiotemporal framing 75-76, 158,
164-166

symbolic power of the migrant
105-106

UK, imagined but not arbitrary
destination 76-77

UK, non-migrant perception 77-78

internal migration

colonial era 33

Kikuyu 35-36

Luhyas 37

older women 66

rural/urban duality 37-38

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009335089
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-33508-9 — Relative Distance
Leslie Fesenmyer

Index

More Information

Index
Jackson, Michael 5, 9, 95, 188-189

Kenya
ageing population 195
aid withdrawal 45
backwardness label 19, 75-76, 163, 168
East African business and NGO hub 74
economic problems 43-44
housing market 194-195
media expansion 73-74
political corruption and repression
30-31, 44-46, 52-53
political and economic instability 1, 15,
43,53
poverty 46
structural adjustment programmes
43-44, 64
universities 62—64, 64n
visits home 111-112
Kenya African National Union (KANU)
44-45
Kenyans
dual citizenship 194
limited opportunities 30-31
livelihood anxieties 48
statistics 17-18
unemployment 44, 62
‘Kenyans in diaspora’ 90-91, 117, 164-165
Kenyatta, Jomo 74, 176
Kibaki, Mwai 173n
Kikuyu
in colonial era 176
internal migrant labourers 35-36
language 139, 166, 171-172
personhood 35-36
wedding traditions 140, 146
kinship
changing forces 53-54, 177-178,
188-189
colonial era challenges 33-35
colonial era transformation
32-34
continuing relevance 186-187
cooperation and conflict 7
extended kin remaining in Kenya 15
families started in UK 19-20
gender migration differences 67-68
and the in-laws 114-115, 147
re-sizing 42
kinship obligations 6
affected by migration 5
assistance but not support 117-118, 190
between migrants and non-migrants 92
conflicts over giving to extended kin
119-121
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and disconnection from kin 107-108,
123-125

generational differences 114-116

inter- and intra-generational dilemmas
117-119

in Kenya 42, 90

length of time abroad and material
success 90-91

non-migrant kinship expectations 93,
107-108

older women migrants 182-183

reciprocity 103-104

regardless of socio-economic status 184

rural kin 42-43

younger migrants 114-115

See also expectations; moral obligations

kinship relations

humiliation and shame 83-84, 94-95,
106-107, 126

moral power of non-migrants 106

new forms with younger migrants
177-178

reciprocity 103-104, 106-107

symbolic power of migrants 105-106

tensions following migration 2-3, 8-9

land, scarcity 36
languages 25-26, 166-167
Bible translations 34-35
legal regime. See regulatory framework
legal residence
indefinite leave to remain 19
permanent residency via ‘long residence’
18
varied routes 18-19
wedding plans affected by 133
lifecourse
contingency 59-61, 190-191
and time 10
Lonsdale, John 32-33, 35-36, 151, 176
Luhyas 35, 37
Luos 35, 37, 61-62

maendeleo (civilization) 39
Maendeleo Ya Wanawake Organization
(MWYO) 48
marriage
born-again ideas 114-115
exogamy investigations 134-135, 142
and fidelity 173174
husband-and-wife dyad 114-115, 117
and the in-laws 114-115, 147
in later life 48n
marital tension as migration reason
60-61, 179-180
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marriage (cont.)
post-wedding kinship responsibilities
154
rights over burial of husband 48-49
tensions over money 63, 68, 119-121,
123
See also weddings
marriage migration 56
mbari (clan settlements) 35-36, 176
media
African migrants and the occult 168
portrayal of migrants 92n, 92
men
budget responsibilities 68
monogamy 173-174. See also gender
middle classes
aspirations 55, 60, 69—71
early formation 41-42
temporary migration 66—67

tensions over domestic budgeting 63, 68,

119-121
migrants

gaps in expectations and experience 41,

65, 79-80, 94-95, 98-99, 124
‘Kenyans in diaspora’ 90-91, 117,
164-165
negative media 92n, 92
racial hierarchies 89
social and moral category 101-102
struggles in everyday life 84-85
symbolic power 105-106
UK hostility 167-169
visits home 111-112
migration
changing familial expectations 54
effect on kinship obligations 5
familial achievement 90
help from Christian church 52
need for resources 75n
unfavourable aspects 8
mission schools
for colonial administrators 38-39
financial incentives 39
practical skills 38-39
social mobility 39-40
missionization, and colonialization 14
mistress (relationship) 173-174, 174n
mobile phones 109-111, 109n
modernization 14, 30
Moi, Daniel Arap 44-45
monogamy 173-174
moral agency (wiathi) 36
moral economies
concept 5-6
keeping in touch 8, 104-105

of transnational kinship 107-108, 116,
127-128, 184-185, 188-189
moral obligations
and closeness of relationship 11-12
colonial era 35-36
definitions 6
ethical demands 113-114
lump sum donations versus small
amounts 182
post-colonial era 42-43
See also kinship obligations
morality
Kenya’s superiority 76, 92-93, 140
UK’s corruption and immoral practices
100, 140, 165-166
Muigwithania (journal) 176
multiple migrations, older women 60, 66, 69
music, Pentecostal church 50, 97n, 140
Mutongi, Kenda 38-39, 41

Nairobi, internal migrants 41
naming of children 171-172
New Economics of Labour Migration
(NELM) 57
Newham 87, 168-169
NGOs
activities 46-47
criticisms 47
cynicism concerning 53
development NGOs 31-32
employment opportunities 47
increased numbers 46-48
proxy for state 46—-47
subsidiary business opportunities 47
NHS, racism 91-92
non-migrants
absence from community weddings
143-146, 152-153, 158
kinship expectations 10, 93, 107-108,
110, 175
lacking knowledge of migrants’ lives
91-92
moral power 106
perception of UK 77-78
symbolic gifts 126-127
nuclear families
and born-again Christianity 114-115,
117, 123-124, 175
British definition 55-56
nurses 14, 18, 66—67, 66n, 84-86
Nyanza 61-62

older women migrants
community role 152
desire to return to Kenya 181-182
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ease of finding work in London
178-179

families before migration 120

family responsibilities in Kenya 69

future kinship re-working 184

generation 14-15

internal migration 66

kinship obligations 182-183

in low-pay and low-status jobs 83-84,
180-181, 183-184

multiple migrations 60, 66, 69

not stigmatized for mobility 179

plans for the future 181-183, 194

provision of financial and material help
115-116

reasons for migrating 55, 59-61, 68-69,
179-180

reluctance to migrate 70

role in wedding ceremony 132

self-sufficiency and independence
115-116

study and part-time work 55

transferable skills 14

Otieno, Wambui 48-49

Pentecostal church/es
British hostility and suspicion
168-169
fundraising (‘seeds’) 153
growth 49-50, 187
intrinsic appeal 100-101
in Kenya 49-53, 62
in London 26, 97
as means of support and remaking of self
53, 81, 98-99
new churches 97
pastors 97n
proxies for the state 50, 187
social activities 99-100
Pentecostal-charismatic churches
31-32n, 31-32
Pentecostalism
answer to poverty and social
marginalization 51
breaking with the past 51, 98-99,
189-190
and bridewealth 143
continuity 172
definition 12n
employment opportunities 50
scepticism and cynicism 52-53
See also born-again Christianity
permanent residency 18, 85, 112, 165n
personhood 35-37, 58-59, 161-165, 196
need for recognition 103-105

229

phenomenology
migrants’ experiences 124-125, 147-148
of migration 94-95
non-migrants’ experiences
106, 145
of social intimacy 77-78
socio-spatio-temporal orientations
184-185
structural conditions 9
of transnational kinship 9-12
polygyny 173-174
poverty, and Pentecostalism 51
primary education 63-64

racial hierarchies 89
racism 88-89, 91-92
reasons for migration
financial 14, 71
Kenya’s political and economic instability
1, 15, 43, 53
older women 55, 59-61, 68-69,
179-180
relationship problems 60-61, 63, 68,
119-121, 179-180
younger migrants 2, 59, 62-63
See also aspirations; study abroad
reciprocity
at community weddings 150
cross-household ties 103-104
demotivating force 106-107
inter- and intra- generational 116-119
from non-migrants 126-127
rural-urban 125-126
registry weddings 133, 136138, 147-148
regulatory framework 81-87
citizenship application stress 87
citizenship route 85-86
‘continuous lawful residence’ 85-86
‘continuous residence of any legality’ 86
effect on kinship ties 6-7
employment restrictions 82-83
family migration 55-56, 65
family reunification 56
increasingly restrictive 19
Kenyan dual citizenship 194
overstayers 8687, 144
undocumented migrants 85-86,
101-102, 165n, 194
See also legal residence; visas
religion
continuing relevance 186-187
and ethnicity 24-25
See also born-again Christianity;
Pentecostal church/es; Pentecostalism
religiosity, varied commitment 13
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remittances 194

Robbins, Joel 104

rural areas (Kenya) 37-38, 40, 42—43,
125-126, 135

school fees 63, 68, 190
shame 83-84, 94-95, 106-107, 126
simultaneity 10, 192
singlehood 124, 151, 157, 159, 170
situational analysis 20-21
Skype 109-110, 192
Smith, James 48
social evolutionism 39
social media 91
social mobility, and education 31, 39-40
social reproduction 4-5, 176-177,
195-196
crisis of 1, 43, 48, 59, 65
historical crisis 36
states
failure and hostility 188
NGOs and churches as proxy 46—47, 50
See also regulatory framework
statistics
Kenyan migrants 17-18
UK immigration 19n
student visas 70, 82
study abroad
government and business leaders 74,
74n
no alternative for higher education 74
and part-time work 55, 83-84
for self-betterment 61
social status 74
theological training 74
younger migrants 84

Taita people 48
television, in Kenya 73-74
temporary migration 17, 55, 66—67
text messages 110
Thiong’o, Ngugi wa 72
time/temporality

changes over time 10

life events 10, 59
tourism 74-75
tradition, transnational rituals

141-148

undocumented migrants 85-86, 101-102,
165n, 194
unemployment 44, 62
United Kingdom
an imagined but not arbitrary destination
7677

compared with Kenya in imagination
75-76
immigration from Kenya 18
immigration statistics 19n
migrants’ negative perception 19-20,
140, 165-166, 174
older migrants plan to leave 181
younger migrants plans to remain
181
United States
caring work abroad 62
study abroad 74n
universities (Kenya) 62—64, 64n
urban areas
cyclical migration 37-38
gaps in expectations and experience
41
migration for a better life 40
negative associations 40

visas
changing regulations 85-86
fees 7
legal categories 81-82
overstayers 86-87, 144
permanent residency 18, 85, 112, 165n
student visas 70, 82
student/visitor 56
temporary visas 18
visitor visas 82-83, 121

weddings
absence of overseas kin 143-146,
152-153
bridewealth negotiations 133-136,
142-143

bridewealth payments 142
bridewealth values 135-136, 143
harambee fundraising 2n, 2, 73
registry weddings 133, 136-138,
147-148
socio-moral hierarchy 157-158
See also community weddings
WhatsApp 109, 192
witchcraft 48, 84-85, 168-169
See also devil worship
women
adaptability and flexibility 67
colonial era responsibilities 33
employment opportunities 41
informal income-generation 34
matrifocal families 36
meeting the family’s needs 55
See also gender; older women migrants
women’s rights 48-49
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younger migrants

‘abroad’ viewed as a better place 75

as adventurers 16-17

continuity through marriage and family
171-172

familial needs and relations 17

gap between expectations and experience
65

gender roles 172-173

generation 14-15
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kinship obligations 114-115

migration history 15-17

new forms of kinship relations
177-178

path to social maturity and authority
176-177

plans for the future 181, 193-194

reasons for migration 2, 59, 62-63

self-betterment 2, 59, 61-65

study and employment 83-84
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