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An understanding of the Australian Constitution as a framework for government in
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upheld. Australian Constitutional Law: Concepts & Cases provides an accessible and
coherent introduction to Australian constitutional law, integrating theory and doctrine.

This book provides clear explanations and carefully selected case extracts that are
structured conceptually, rather than chronologically, to enable students to understand
both the current state of constitutional law doctrine and how to engage in constitutional
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Law remains an invaluable resource for law students.

Luke Beck is Professor of Constitutional Law at Monash University. He is a leading scholar
of Australian constitutional law and the leading expert on religious freedom under the
Australian Constitution. His research has been cited by the High Court of Australia and he
regularly provides expert advice to parliamentary committees. He is also a regular media
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The Australian Constitution provides a framework for government in Australia. It estab-
lishes the Commonwealth of Australia as a federation, distributing powers and functions
between the Commonwealth and the States. It enables and facilitates the exercise of all
public power in Australia, and limits and constrains the exercise of that power.

There is rarely, if ever, an objectively correct interpretation of a constitutional provi-
sion. Interpretative choices are necessarily made, and they can be, and are, remade over
time. It is therefore essential that students learn not only the current state of constitu-
tional law doctrine but also how to do constitutional law and how to engage in constitu-
tional reasoning.

Before the writing of the first edition of this book, market research undertaken by
Cambridge University Press found a need in the Australian book landscape for a con-
stitutional law book that combines the best features of a casebook and the best features
of a textbook. Australian Constitutional Law: Concepts and Cases responds to that need,
providing a clear and methodical overview of Australian constitutional law. This second
edition continues that approach with revised and updated chapters and a new chapter
on taxation powers.

This book was written with two related guiding principles in mind. The first guiding
principle is that constitutional law topics should be structured conceptually. Each chap-
ter, with its focussed case extracts, is structured by concepts or elements of the relevant
constitutional doctrine, rather than merely being presented as a chronological sequence
of cases. The principal aim is to make it easy for students to understand the state of
the law, including uncertainties and debates about particular concepts. The second
guiding principle is that complex ideas can and should be explained in clear language.
Clear explanations enable students to understand and engage with constitutional law,
including its complexity and nuance. Students are not left by themselves to derive the
relevant principles from case extracts or to synthesise cases in order to put together an
understanding of the current state of the law. Easy-to-follow commentary guides stu-
dents through Australian constitutional law, explaining what the law is and why various
interpretations have been adopted.

Studying constitutional law is essential for any student who intends to be admitted to
the legal profession. Truly understanding constitutional law and how to do constitutional
law is essential for any lawyer interested in ensuring that the rule of law is upheld, that
abuses of power are restrained and remedied, and that the ultimate sovereignty of the
Australian people is maintained. Constitutional law is essential to good government.

Luke Beck
Melbourne, May 2023
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