
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-32313-0 — Explaining Management Phenomena
Eric W. K. Tsang
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures and Tables page vii
Preface ix
List of Articles xiii

 The Nature of Explanation 
The Epistemic versus Ontic Conception of Explanation 

The Influence of Ontology 

Understanding 

Tautology 

Explanatory Completeness 

Explanatory Generality 

Explanatory Interestingness 

An Overview of the Book 

 Causation 
Regularity Theory of Causation 

A Counterfactual Analysis of Causation 

Probabilistic Causation 

Causal Graph Modeling 

Vector Space Modeling 

Agent versus Event Causation 

Mechanisms 

 Modes of Explanation 
Aristotle’s Doctrine of the Four Causes 

Covering Law Model 

Mechanismic Explanation 

Intentional Explanation 

Teleological or Functional Explanation 

Historical Explanation 

Process Organization Studies 

v

www.cambridge.org/9781009323130
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-32313-0 — Explaining Management Phenomena
Eric W. K. Tsang
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 Microfoundations 
Methodological Individualism 

Ontological Individualism 

Coleman’s Macro-Micro Relations 

Emergent Entities and Properties 

 Theory versus Non-theory–Based Explanation 
Atheoretical Explanation 

Luck as an Explanation 

Theory-Ladenness of Observation 

Incommensurability of Paradigms or Theories 

Substantive Theory and Metatheory 

 Multi-theoretical Explanation 
Relatively Few Multi-theoretical Studies 

Functions of a Multi-theoretical Approach 

Some Suggestions 

 Research Methods 
Structural versus Reduced Models 

Post Hoc Hypothesizing 

Replication 

A Multi-method Approach 

 Explanation as Science (or Art?) 
Inference to the Best Explanation 

Some Suggested Heuristics 

The Craft of Explanation 

Appendix: Chinese Philosophy and Scientific Research 
Science in Ancient and Medieval China 

The Role of Philosophy 

Concluding Remarks 

Notes 

References 

Index 

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781009323130
www.cambridge.org

