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In this fully revised and updated in-depth analysis of the war in Ukraine, 

Paul D’Anieri explores the dynamics within Ukraine, between Ukraine 

and Russia, and between Russia and the West that emerged with the 

collapse of the Soviet Union and eventually resulted in Russia’s invasion 

in 2022. Proceeding chronologically, this book shows how Ukraine’s 

separation from Russia in 1991, at the time called a “civilized divorce,” 

led to Europe’s most violent con�ict since World War II. It argues the 

con�ict came about because of three underlying factors – the security 

dilemma, the impact of democratization on geopolitics, and the incom-

patible goals of a post-Cold War Europe. Rather than a peaceful situa-

tion that was squandered, D’Anieri argues that these were deep-seated, 

preexisting disagreements that could not be bridged, with concerning 

implications for the prospects of resolution of the Ukraine con�ict.

Paul D’Anieri is a Professor of Political Science and Public  Policy at  

the University of California, Riverside. He is author of  Understanding 

Ukrainian Politics (2007) and Economic Interdependence in Ukrainian– 

Russian Relations (1999), as well as a widely-used textbook on inter-

national  politics.
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The �rst edition of this book, published in 2019, aimed to explain Rus-

sia’s annexation of Crimea and invasion of eastern Ukraine in 2014. 

When Russia massively escalated its invasion in February 2022, readers 

turned to the book to understand the background for the con�ict. I have 

been very grati�ed by the response. However, that narrative stopped in 

early 2015, and the question on everyone’s mind was why did Russia 

launch the much larger invasion of 2022. The need for a new edition, 

updated to cover the developments leading up to this new invasion, was 

self-evident.

Two practical problems arose in writing this revised edition. The �rst 

comes with writing about a war that is still raging. The narrative stops 

roughly in August 2022, when a great deal remained to be determined. 

While this is not satisfying, the goal of the book is primarily to account for 

how Ukraine and Russia came to all-out war, not to predict how it might 

end. The new Chapter 8 covers the period from 2015 to 2021, which 

sets the stage for the attack of 2022. It asks why Russia decided that 

maintaining the status quo was not a better strategy than going to war.

The new Chapter 9 begins in 2021 with the crisis that began when 

western intelligence agencies began reporting Russia’s preparations for 

war and continues through the �rst six months of the war. While I cannot 

foresee the future, there is plenty to discuss about the decision to launch 

the war, the initial course of it, and the reaction in Russia, Ukraine, 

the West, and around the world. Why did Putin choose war? Why did 

Ukraine prove so resilient?

The new conclusion (Chapter 10) reconsiders themes from the �rst 

edition concerning the long-term sources of the war, while also address-

ing of the implications of the escalation of 2022. While much will be 

determined by events on the battle�eld, some consequences of the inva-

sion are already clear and in need of analysis.

The second challenge in writing this edition is deciding how the inva-

sions of 2014 and 2022 relate to one another. In many respects, they are 

part of the same war, but they represent two distinct invasions. Do they 
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x Preface

�t a single historical arc such that a single explanation captures both 

events, or do they require distinct explanations? This comes up particu-

larly in Chapter 9, when I consider the argument that the 2022 invasion 

was driven primarily by factors at the individual level, in the psychology 

of Vladimir Putin, or at the level of his closest advisors. This sort of 

explanation did not feature in the �rst edition.

The question of the locus and the rationality of Russia’s decision to 

enlarge the war in 2022 relates to another theme. In contrast to 2014, 

where there were identi�able events that triggered Russia’s invasion 

(which is not to say that it was justi�able), the war in 2022 was more 

clearly a war of choice. There was neither a clear opportunity nor an 

impending loss to explain the decision to go to war. That is why it sur-

prised so many observers. Moreover, the scale of the aggression, the bru-

tality of war crimes, and the viciousness of the rhetoric makes it much 

easier to attribute the war in 2022 simply to primordial Russian aggres-

sion, in contrast to the multi-causal account the �rst edition provided 

regarding 2014.

This leads to the question of whether one should read the current 

assessment of Russia’s aggression backward into the analysis of the pre-

ceding 30 years or read the earlier assessment, which focuses on mul-

tiple sources of the con�ict, forward into 2022. I have chosen to do 

neither. While I have edited the �rst seven chapters of the book, largely 

for clarity and to make room for added material, I have not rewritten 

my analysis of the long-term dynamics of the relationship. Nor have 

I avoided attributing the war of 2022 to a clear decision by Russia to 

attack Ukraine with the goal of subjugating it. That means that the  

invasion of 2022 is explained slightly differently than that of 2014. Both 

were the results of long-term incompatibilities of goals and norms, exac-

erbated by the nature of international politics. But if Russia’s invasion 

of 2014 was based on a mixture of fear and opportunism, that of 2022 

seems more based on a straightforward calculation, rational or not, that 

Russia could attain its goals by force and only by force. Thanks to the 

suggestions of reviewers, I have added a bibliography, while retaining 

page-by-page footnotes, which I believe are most useful to the reader. 

I have also added a list of major leaders, which should aid the non-

specialist reader with the many names in the book. I am grateful to Ray-

mond Finch III and to Emily Channel-Justice and her students at the 

Harvard Ukrainian Summer Institute, who provided valuable feedback 

on the new chapters.
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