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PLATO’S CHARMIDES

Plato’s Charmides is a rich mix of drama and argument. Raphael
Woolf offers a comprehensive interpretation of its disparate elements
that pays close attention to its complex and layered structure, and to
the methodology of reading Plato. He thus aims to present a com-
pelling and unified interpretation of the dialogue as a whole. The
book mounts a strong case for the formal separation of Plato the
author from his character Socrates, and for the Charmides as a
Platonic defence of the written text as a medium for philosophical
reflection. It lays greater emphasis than other readings on the cen-
trality of eros to an understanding of Socratic procedure in the
Charmides, and on how the dialogue’s erotic and medical motifs
work together. The book’s critical engagement with the dialogue
allows a worked-out account to be given of how temperance, the
central object of enquiry in the work, is to be conceived.

RaPHAEL WoOLF is a professor of philosophy at King’s College
London. He has published widely on Greek and Roman philosophy,
including many articles on Plato. Recent books include Rereading
Ancient Philosophy: Old Chestnuts and Sacred Cows (co-edited with
Verity Harte, 2017); Cicero: The Philosophy of a Roman Sceptic
(2015); and Aristotle: Eudemian Ethics (co-edited and translated with
Brad Inwood, 2013).
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Plato’s dialogues are rich mixtures of subtle argument, sublime theorising and
superb literature. It is tempting to read them piecemeal — by analysing the argu-
ments, by espousing or rejecting the theories or by praising Plato’s literary expertise.
It is equally tempting to search for Platonic views across dialogues, selecting passages
from throughout the Platonic corpus. But Plato offers us the dialogues to read
whole and one by one. This series provides original studies in individual dialogues
of Plato. Each study will aim to throw light on such questions as why its chosen
dialogue is composed in the complex way that it is, and what makes this unified
whole more than the sum of its parts. In so doing, each volume will both give a full
account of its dialogue and offer a view of Plato’s philosophising from that

perspective.
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