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anti-pastoralism, 152—153, 157
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and exceptionalism, 181
and noir thrillers, 109
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‘willed delusion’, 3, 5, 6-7, 8, 206
See also post-apartheid; redress/redistribution
apocalypse, 141-142
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Biko, Steve, 31n24
Bildungsromans, 132, 194-195
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Black Economic Empowerment (BEE)
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in Can He Be the One? 75
employment equity, 66-67
‘fronting’, 52, 75
and romance, 63, 78
in Shark, ss, 56—57
as ‘synecdochical delusion’, 8, 9,
38-39
unequal distribution of wealth under, 8—9,
38, 67
See also Broad-Based Black Economic
Empowerment (BBBEE); employment
equity
Black Heart (Nicol), 106107
Black Lives Matter, 9
black people
black middle class, 10-11, 62, 69, 8081
raising children, 167
women, 62—63, 65-66, 68—69, 153-154, 167,
174
See also race; racism; white people
‘black peril’ narratives, 189-191
Black Tax (Mhlongo), 86
Blackburn, Douglas, 98
Bloch, Ernst, 13
Blomkamp, Neill, 183, 196-197, 198
‘blood and soil’, 165-166
Blood Rose (Orford), 101, 102
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bodily harm, 95
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Bond, Patrick, s, 8, 11, 67, 86
‘boot-strap’ capitalism, 37, 43
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The Bridesmaid’s Lover (Mushoma), 71, 73
Brink, André, 139-142, 197
British Aerospace plc (BAe), 5455
Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment
(BBBEE), 63, 67-68
See also Black Economic Empowerment
(BEE)
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Africanisation of, 73
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Cape Flats, 108, 110
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capitalism
‘boot-strap’ capitalism, 37, 43
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malls, 7778
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See also class; consumerism; corruption
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in Mhlongo’s books, 41-42
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in 7he Promise, 176
and weddings, 83
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See also aspiration and frustration
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and race, 7-8
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materialism
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Coetzee, J. M.
‘dream topographies’, 152, 153, 160
on farm novels, 157, 172
Galgut compared to, 173
on history, 12
on love, 151, 154, 172, 177
Meyer and, 100
on pastoralism, 159, 160
on rivalry, 12
on South African literature, 16
works of
Disgrace, 156, 157, 195
In the Heart of the Country, 157, 158,
162-163, 170
Life and Times of Michael K, 156157
racial justice in, 153
Coetzee, Kobie, 54
Coldsleep Lullaby (Brown), 189-191, 195
colonialism
and cattle-killing movement, 128-129
creative writing as rescue from, 119
and cultural appropriation, 135
and Exhibit B, 136-137
gaze, colonial, 110, 136-137
and post-apartheid, 120
in Shades, 146
in A Sin of Omission, 142-143
and xenophilia, 192
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communication, 164, 166
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Conlog Holdings, 5455
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consumerism
and civil unrest of 2021, 204—205
and class aspiration, 82-83
and freedom, 10, 77, 8485
in Happiness is a Four-letter Word, 8687
and hustling, 51
and kwaito, 37
and malls, 77
and Mbeki, 38—39
Posel on, 10
in romance novels, 8384
Veblen on, 85-86
and weddings, 83
See also capitalism; materialism
Coplan, David, 18
Cornwell, Patricia, 100, 103
corruption
Democratic Party on, 111
and lyricism, 162-163
in Mhlongo’s books, s1—s2
and noir thrillers, 105, 106
by Selebi, 113
social contract, breaking of, 96-97, 205—206
tenderpreneurs, 52
by Zuma, 35, 40, 113
See also hustling
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the counter-factual, 184
Covid-19 pandemic, 206
crime
De Kock on, 19
Democratic Party on, 111
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in South Africa, 97
against women and children, 101
and xenophobia, 185, 186
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and change, 92-93, 94
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and institutions of justice, 112113
and middle classes, 92, 95
Nicol on, 92-93, 94, 103-104, 108, 206
as popular fiction, 9394
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and threat, 95-96
See also specific works of crime fiction
culture
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and change, 18-21, 23, 6263

and crime, 97

cultural appropriation, 130, 135-142, 146
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of townships, 44
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Daymond, Margaret, 18
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Democratic Republic of the Congo
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in 7he Promise, 174
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Douglas, Ann, 64
Down Second Avenue (Mphahlele), 41
The Dream House (Higginson), 156
dreams, 3738
Drum (magazine), 41
Durkheim, Emile, 19
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economic migrancy, 188
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aspiration and frustration, 205
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under Mbeki, 38—39
neoliberalism, 5, 8-10, 38, 67, 76, 206
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(BEE); capitalism; consumerism; wealth
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Bantu education, 42
FMF movement, 46
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elections, 1, 23, 53-54
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employment equity, 66-67, 68, 72—73, 89n19
See also Black Economic Empowerment
(BEE)
empowerment, 63—64, 70, 78
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Evans, Georgina, 96
exceptionalism, 3, 175, 181
executions, §3
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exoticism, sexual, 194-195
expropriation, 152
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FAK-Volksangbundel (songbook), 165, 166
Fanon, Frantz, 110
farm novels

Coetzee on, 157, 172

and land reform, 167-172

lyricism, 162-167

pastoralism, 152-153, 154, 159, 163

and 7he Promise, 172—173
and race, 153, 154
sex in, 158, 160-162, 170
women in, 153, 157-162, 173
See also specific farm novels
farms
in general, 152-153
Grootmoedersdrift, 158, 159, 160, 168, 172
ownership, 151-152
pastoralism, 152153, 154, 159, 163
in 7he Promise, 172, 175
sharecropping, 168, 169
women working on, 158
Fasselt, Rebecca, 184, 194
Faulkner, William, 173
‘feeling, structures of’, 39—40, 205
See also aspiration and frustration
Fees Must Fall (FMF) movement, 46
feminism, 64, 81-82, 102—103
Feniks (Meyer), 98, 107-108
fiction (genre), 18, 207
‘Fight Back’ campaign, 111
filiality, 171
Finding Arizona (Smythe), 73, 75-77
The First Life of Adamastor (Brink), 139
first-person narrative, 125
Forster, E. M., 161
fraud, 47—48
See also corruption
freedom, 10, 77, 8485, 205, 206—207
Freedom Charter (1955), 5, 11, 21, 40, 57,
106, 205
Freeman, Hadley, 58
Freud, Sigmund, 38
frontiers, 152, 175
‘fronting’, 52, 75
frustration. See aspiration and frustration
fulfilment, 82-84
funeral rites, 144-145

Gabrielsson, Eva, 103
Galgut, Damon, 22, 100, 155-156, 157, 172177
Gallow’s Hill (Orford), 101, 102
gambling, 35
See also hustling
‘gangsta culture’, 50
gangsters, 105
Garcfa Mérquez, Gabriel, 125-126
Gardiner, Gordon, 98
Gardiner, Michael, 18
Gauteng (province), 203, 205
gender
and class aspiration, 62
in Coldsleep Lullaby, 192
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and farm novels, 153, 157-162, 173
and land reform, 153-154
and romance, 62—63, 69, 70—71
in Shark, 56
See also masculinity; women
Gibson, James, 152
Gifford, Terry, 153
Giliomee, Herman, 165
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (Larsson), 103
Glanville, Ernest, 98
Goge, Siphomandla, 204
Gordimer, Nadine, 1—2, 11-12, 13, 153
Graham, Lucy Valerie, 13, 189-190
Graham, Shane, 13, 164-165
Great Britain, 9
Green, Michael, 18
Greer, Germaine, 64
Griffiths, Gareth, 123
Group Areas Act (1950), 41
Gullette, Morganroth, 194
guns and gun violence, 105, 106-107,
113, 168
Gupta, Ajay, 6, 58
Gupta, Atul, 6, 58
Gupta, Rajesh, 6, 58
Gwala, Mafika, 41

hadedas, 130, 141

Haggard, Rider, 161

Hall, Stuart, 36, 47

hamerkop birds, 141

Hammett, Dashiel, 105

Hani, Chris, 4

Happiness is a Four-letter Word (Jele), 8283,
8384, 86, 87

Hardy, George Webb, 190

Harlequin (publisher), 65, 71—72

Harzewski, Stephanie, 65

hauntings, 52, 53, 129

Hawks (Directorate for Priority Crime
Investigation), 113

healing, 124, 127, 130131, 132, 138, 139

The Heart of Redness (Mda), 124, 126128,
129-131, 134, 139

Heart of the Hunter (Meyer), 108

heteronormativity, 160-161

heterosexuality, 81

Heyns, Michiel, ss, 165, 166, 179n35

Higginson, Craig, 156

Hijack Stories (Schmitz), so

history and historicity, 11-14, 16, 39—40, 43—44,

104, 127—128
HIV/AIDS pandemic, 4, 49, 183, 185
Hoad, Neville, 123
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Hobbes, Thomas, 26, 96, 107
Hoffman, E.T.A., 38
homicide, 97
hooks, bell, 23, 36, 50, 55
hospitality, 183, 184, 185
housing and homes, 41, 50, 168, 174
human rights abuses, 53
humanism, 183-186, 187
hustling
in general, 35-37
affective conditions underlying, 39, 40
and ANC, 35-36, 57
and capitalism, 5558
and class, 50—s1
defining, 35-36
hooks on, 50
and masculinity, 36, so—s1
in Mhlongo’s books, 40—s0, 57
by Modise, 54
Noah on, 4647
and race, 50, 56
in Shark, s6—s7
See also aspiration and frustration

‘T Am an African’ (Mbeki), 120
identity. See African identity and culture; black
people; class; gender; race; white people;
women
iMumbo Jumbo (Bailey), 138, 139
In the Heart of the Country (Coetzee), 157, 158,
162-163, 170
income inequality, 8, 38
independence, 65, 7071, 81-82
indigenous knowledge
in general, 119-120
belief/unbelief, 126-130
cattle-killing movement, 126-127, 128-129,
131, 142
and cosmopolitanism, 123, 125, 132133, 135
dead, relationship between living and, 122,
130, 141
healing, 124, 127, 130131, 132, 138, 139
indigenous resource base, 121-122
initiation, 131132, 134, 144
in Mda’s work, 122-131, 133, 134, 135
prophecies, 128-129, 134, 139, 145
proverbs, 123-124
recuperation, 131-135
white interpretation of, 135-147
See also African identity and culture; the
supernatural; Xhosa people
inequality
in After Tears, 49—50
under BEE, 8-9, 38, 67
and hustling, st
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and ‘schlock books’, 108-109
Infanta (Meyer), 108
infidelity, 183-184
See also adultery
ing ang ane birds (hadedas), 130, 141
initiation, 131132, 134, 144
injustice, 143, 174
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP), 3
institutions of justice, 26, 95, 96—97, 102, 106,
112113, 198199
See also police; rule of law
insurance, 46—47
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 40
Inxeba: The Wound (film), 131
Ipi Zombi? (Bailey), 138, 139
Iqani, Mchita, 84
isiXhosa (language), 128, 146

Jackson, Peter, 196

James, Deborah, 11, 64, 86

JanMohamed, Abdul, 119

Jele, Cynthia, 79, 80, 81-82, 82-83, 83-84, 86, 87
Johannesburg, 41

Johnson, David, 17

Johnston, Alexander, 3, 5, 7, 206

Joyce, James, 173

judiciary, 113-114

Julien, Lisa Anne, 77—78

Kant, Immanuel, 96
Kay, Adam, 96
Kebble, Brett, 55—56, 57, 61n54, 112
Kenny, Bridget, 84
Khoi people, 120, 141

See also San people
Khumalo, Fred, 45
Khunou, Grace, 44, 50
King Solomon’s Mines (Haggard), 161
Kistner, Ulrike, 84—85
Klare, Langa, 113
Klein, Benjamin, 153
Knight, Stephen, 93, 95, 105
Kolisi, Siyamthanda, 9
Kossew, Sue, 169-170
Kristeva, Julia, 163-164
Krog, Antjie, 111
Kubuitsile, Lauri, 71, 73, 75
Kunene, Kenny, 8-9, 31n24
kunstlerromans, 185, 187
Kunzmann, Richard, 197-199
Kuzwayo, Muzi, 6on36
kwaito (musical form), 36-37, 40
Kwaito Love (Kubuitsile), 71
KwaZulu-Natal (province), 203, 205
Kwela Books, 133

land ownership
Abolition of Racially Based Land Measures
Act (1991), 151, 175
in Agaat, 158-159, 160-161, 169—170
in 7he Devil’s Chimney, 170-171
in Disgrace, 156
and lyricism, 163
Natives Land Act (1913), 41, 151
in 7he Promise, 155-156, 175, 177
and race, 151-152
in The Spiral House, 156
by women, 158-159, 160-161
land reform
and farm novels, 167172
and gender, 153-154
in 7The Promise, 176
and race, 151-152, 153
Landau, Loren, 200
landscapes, 127-128, 144, 160-162, 164
Landsman, Anne, 156, 157, 158, 163
See also The Devil’s Chimney (Landsman)
Langenhoven, C. J., 98
LAPA (publisher), 87n3
Larsson, Stieg, 103
law, rule of, 96—97, 102, 106-108, 113-114, 203,
205206
See also institutions of justice; police
Lazarus, Neil, 181
Le Roux, Elizabeth, 98
legality, 57—58
legibility, 95—96, 101-102
Leipoldt, C. Louis, 98
Leon, Tony, 6-7, 111-112
Lester, Julius, 36
liberalism, 96-97, 99, 102103, 111, 113-114, 168,
188—189
liberation movement, 44
Life and Times of Michael K (Coetzee),
156157
lightning, 141, 176-177
Like Clockwork (Orford), 100, 101, 102
Lindsay, Kathleen, 98
literacy, 95, 121
See also orality
literary criticism, 12—14, 16, 17, 18—21
literary texts, 13, 16, 18-19, 22, 44
Locke, John, 96
Look Out, Whitey! Black Power Gon’ Get Your
Mama (Lester), 36
looting, 203—205, 206
Losing the Plor (De Kock), 18—20
love, 151, 154, 172, 177
Lovelace, Merline, 73-74
Love’s Courage (Shale), 73
Lukdcs, Georgy, 11
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lying, 45-46, 47
lyricism, 162-167, 173

The Madams (Wanner), 80—81
Madonsela, Thuli, 114
magic, 140, 141, 144
magical realism, 125-126, 130-131, 135, 140
Mahlangu, Songeziwe, 13
Maids and Madams (Cock), 74, 8o
Maimane, Arthur, 98
Maimane, Musi, 112
Makwakwa, Vangile, 87
Malema, Julius, 9, 152
malls, 7778
‘Mamlambo’ (Maseko), 121
A Man Who Is Not a Man (Mgqolozana),
131-133, 144
Mandela, Nelson
opening of mall by, 77
optimism, 2, 18
politics, 3, 4, 40, 66, 106, 111
Mangcu, Xolela, 9, 120
Maponya, Richard, 77
maps, 102, 159—160, 166—167
Marechera, Dambudzo, 49
Marikana strike and massacre, 20, 91069, 95, 113
Marinovich, Andy, 20
marriage
adultery, 81, 83-84
husbands in romance novels, 158
weddings, 83
Marx, Karl, 37, 38
Marxists, 14—15
masculinity
and circumcision, 132-133
and detectives, 99—100
and farming, 158
and hustling, 36, so—s1
and Leon, 1r1-112
and noir thrillers, 107, 108
and romance, 70-71
Maseko, Bheki, 121
Mass Democratic Movement (MDM), 4, 18
master—servant relationships, 155, 159, 168, 170,
171-172, 174
materialism, 8—9, 37, 44, 204—205
See also capitalism; consumerism; wealth
Matshikiza, John, 139
Mbeki, Thabo, 2, 4-6, 37-39, 49, 53, 12-113, 120
Mbembe, Achille, 44
Mbokodo (ANC security department), 54
McClintock, Anne, 28, 153, 167, 170, 174
McClure, James, 98
Mda, Zakes
‘ethic of care’ in works of, 153

The Heart of Redness, 124, 126-128, 129-131,
134, 139
indigenous knowledge in works of, 122-131,
133, 134, 135
She Plays with the Darkness, 124-125,
130-131
Ways of Dying, 124, 125, 173
medicine, 49
mental disease, 52
Meyer, Deon, 94, 98-100, 102, 107-108, 133
Mggqolozana, Thando, 131-133, 135, 144
Mhlongo, Niq
After Tears, 40, 42, 47—48, 49
Black Tax, 86
Dog Eat Dog, 40, 42, 45—46, 47, 48, 49
education in works of, 45-46, 4748
hustling in works of, 40-s0, 57
Way Back Home, 5153, 54, 105
Mbudi (Plaatje), 121
Michael K (Mohlele), 156-157
middle classes
black middle class, 10-11, 62, 69, 8081
and crime fiction, 92, 95
migrants
in Coldsleep Lullaby, 191-192
occupations, 193
otherness, 192, 196, 199—200
in Refuge, 193-195
in Skyline, 186-187, 188
violence towards, 181-182
in Welcome to Our Hillbrow, 183, 185
See also xenophilia; xenophobia
migration, 125, 188
military acquisition, 4—s, 54
Mills & Boon, 65, 87n3
Mine Boy (Abrahams), 41
mining strike and massacre, 20, 91n69, 95, 113
misogyny, 101, 103, 105, 192-193
See also racismy; sexism; xenophobia
missionaries, 142—145, 146
Mitford, Bertram, 98
Mixed Blood (Smith), 109—110
Miyeni, Eric, 42—43
Mkhonto, Sizwe (alias of Gabriel Mthembu), 54
Mlambo-Ngcuka, Phumzile, 8
Mnyakama, Stephen Mtutuko, 142, 147
Moagi, Naledi, 72
mobility, 41, 181
modernity, 44, 50, 124
Modise, Joe, 54—55
Modleski, Tania, 64
Mohlele, Nthikeng, 156-157
Moller, Valerie, 23
moralism, 37, 55—56, 80, 81-82, 83-84, 132
More than Friends (Julien), 77—78
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Morris Seabelo Rehabilitation Centre, 51, 52—53,
54, 106

Moses (biblical figure), 176-177

mother-daughter relationships, 155

Motsepe, Patrice, 66

Motsuenyane Commission, 53

Mpe, Phaswane, 123, 182-184, 199

Mphahlele, Es’kia, 41

Mthembu, Gabriel, 54

Mthembu, Jackson, 35-36, 46, 57

Mishali, Mbuyiseni, 41

Mugabe, Robert, 5

Mupotsa, Danai, 83

murder, 95, 134, 168, 181

“The Murders in the Rue Morgue’ (Poe), 93

Mushoma, Tsire, 71, 73

music, 166

myths, 141, 159

narration
in 7he Devil’s Chimney, 154, 161, 163,
164~165, 170
in Devil’s Valley, 141
in 7The Promise, 155, 173, 175
in Ways of Dying, 125
in Welcome to Our Hillbrow, 184
National Democratic Revolution (NDR), 39
National Intelligence Agency (NIA), 54
National Party (NP), 3
National Prosecuting Authority (NPA), 113
National Research Foundation (NRF), 119-120
Native Life in South Afvica (Plaatje), 121, 151
Natives Club, 120
Natives Land Act (1913), 41, 151
Nattrass, Nicoli, 7—8
nature, 130
NB Publishers, 87n3
Ndebele, Njabulo, 14, 1516, 41, 44, 109, 110-111,
112, 121
Ndlovu, Thabisani, 11, 69
Ndumo, Phumelele, 87
neoliberalism, 5, 810, 38, 67, 76, 206
Newell, Stephanie, 17, 64
Ngidi, Sandile, 42
Ngonyama, Smuts, 8, 57
Ngiigi, wa Thiongo, 49, 140
Nicholl, George Heaton, 190
Nicol, Mike
American characters, use of, 110
Black Heart, 106-107
on crime fiction, 92-93, 94, 103-104,
108, 206
Payback, 105-107, 112
and Thlolwe, 133
and white fragility, 2

Nigerians, 186, 194-195, 196-197, 198, 199,
202n19

nightclubs, 191-193

Nkosana, Shukie, 70, 73

No Time Like the Present (Gordimer), 1—2

Noah, Trevor, 46—47

noir thrillers, 104-108

Nollybooks, 63, 65, 69, 70, 73, 78, 81

Nongawuse (fictional character), 128, 138,
139, 145

Nova Catengue camp, 52

Ntshanga, Masande, 13

the numinous, 137

Nuttall, Sarah, 11, 18, 2021

O’Brien, Anthony, 104

occultism, 197-198

Okome, Onookome, 17

Okri, Ben, 49, 131, 133, 140

On the Contrary (Leon), 111

orality, 119, 121, 125, 140, 164

the ‘ordinary’, 14-17, 21, 50, 121
Orford, Margie, 94, 99, 100-103, 133
Orlando East, 49

paintings, 124-125, 127

pantheism, 144

Parry, Benita, 119, 120

A Passage to India (Forster), 161

pastoralism, 152—153, 154, 159, 163

See also farm novels

patriarchal society, 64, 82, 159

Paul (saint), 189n3s

Pauw, Jacques, 113

Payback (Nicol), 105—107, 112

Pechey, Graham, 14

Peires, J. B., 128-129

Penny, Laurie, 103

Peterson, Bhekizizwe, 36-37, 38, 40,
43, 205

philosophy, wbuntu, 37, 120, 134

Pillay, Suren, 199—200

Pinker, Steven, 107

Pinkerton Detective Agency, 105

Pistorius, Oscar, 112

plaasromans (genre), 155, 159-160, 163, 165

Plaatje, Sol, 121, 151

planes, 54

The Player (Bota), 71

Plays of Miracle and Wonder (Bailey),
136-139

Poe, Edgar Allan, 93, 94-95, 98

Poland, Marguerite, 142-147, 150n51

Polanyi, Karl, 37

Polatinsky, Ashlee, 104, 106
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police, 45, 48, 97-98, 113
See also crime; detectives; institutions of
justice; rule of law
politics
in general, 21
activism, 77—78, 199—200
and business, 55—58
dissonance within, 4, 7, 11, 21, 39, 205, 206
elections, 1, 2-3, 53-54
personal vs. political, 2, 20, 25, 37, 64, 99
populism, 152
social contract, 96-97, 205-206
of sympathy, 187-188, 191-193, 196-197,
199—200
and threat, 96
See also African National Congress (ANC);
Black Economic Empowerment (BEE);
Democratic Alliance (DA); Democratic
Party (DP); land reform; redress/
redistribution
polygamy, 73
pools, 127, 145
popular culture, 17, 62
popular fiction, 21-22, 62, 87, 93-94
See also fiction (genre)
Posel, Deborah, 10, 11, 77, 8485, 205
post-apartheid
aspiration and frustration, 205
black women, 62—63
and farms, 153
and indigenous knowledge, 119, 120
judicial integrity, 113114
and magical realism, 140
and popular fiction, 22
See also Black Economic Empowerment
(BEE); redress/redistribution
post-pastoralism, 153
poverty, 38—39, 108-109, 188
Poyner, Jane, 13
Present Imperfect (Van der Vlies), 13
presidency, 5—6
Priestman, Martin, 93, 103, 105
primitivism, 192193
Prinsloo, Loraine, 159
private property, 152
private sector. See business
privatisation, 67
projection, domestication and, 197, 198-199
The Promise (Galgut), 155-156, 157, 172-177
prophecies, 128-129, 134, 139, 145
The Propher (Bailey), 138, 139
Proteus (Meyer), 108
proverbs, 123-124
“The Purloined Letter’ (Poe), 93

Qolorha, 126-127, 128
Quattro (rehabilitation camp), 51, 5253, 54, 106
Quayson, Ato, 27, 119, 121, 122, 135

race

and abjection, 167-168

and class, 7-8

and consumption, 77

and crime, 46—47

and domestic work, 81

and domicile, 41

employment equity, 69

and farm novels, 153, 154

and hustling, 5o, 56

and land ownership, 151-152

and land reform, 153

in Skyline, 186-187

and townships, 43—44

and violence, 110

whiteness, 137, 139, 154, 197

See also black people; white people
racism

in Agaat, 171

‘black peril’ narratives, 189—191

in Coldsleep Lullaby, 190

in employment, 68-69

and noir thrillers, 110

in 7he Promise, 174, 175-176

racial nativism, 120

and ‘schlock books’, 108—109

‘step up for your hustle’ billboards, 35

and violence, 110111

white fragility, 112

and xenophobia, 181-182

See also misogyny; sexism; xenophobia
Radway, Janice, 64, 70, 71-72, 78
Ramaphosa, Cyril, 4, 8, 66
rape

‘black peril’ narratives, 189-191

in Coldsleep Lullaby, 189-191

in crime fiction, 95

in 7he Devil’s Chimney, 170

in Feniks/Dead before Dying, 108

in The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, 103

in In the Heart of the Country, 170

in Orford’s work, 99, 100, 101, 102-103

in Refuge, 193

statistics, 97

Zuma rape case, 113
rational/non-rational, 121-122
reading and readers, 20-21, 63—64, 7172, 198
realism, 75—77

See also magical realism
reconciliation, 105-106, 111, 127
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See also Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC)
Reconstruction and Development Programme
(RDP), 5, 40
redress/redistribution
affirmative action, 66, 69, 72, 78
in Agaat, 171
black middle class, 10
blackness, promotion of, 63
in 7he Devil’s Chimney, 170-171
femaleness, promotion of, 63
in Mhlongo’s books, 42
in 7he Promise, 174-175
willed delusion, 6—7
and xenophobia, 200
See also apartheid; Black Economic
Empowerment (BEE); land
reform; post-apartheid; Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC)
Refuge (Brown), 193-195
rehabilitation, 99-100
Reichs, Cathy, 100
religion, 143-144
reparations, 175, 177
revenge, 105—108, 168
ritual circumcisions, 131-132, 134, 144
rituals, 122, 134, 135, 144—145
See also traditions
Roberts, Benjamin J., 23
Robertson, Claire, 156
romance (genre)
in general, 62—63
African culture, 73
anxieties, 69—70, 72, 78
BEE, 63, 75, 78
empowerment, 63—64, 70
formulaic, 65-66, 70~72, 7677, 78-79
and gender, 6263, 69, 70-71, 72
husbands, departure/death of, 158
independence, 65, 70—71, 81-82
male transformation, 70-71, 72
non-formulaic, 79-82, 87
and political economy, 63-65
realism, 75—77
and sexuality, 81-82
urban space, 65, 83-84
wealth, 7576, 77, 78
workplaces, 72—73
See also chick lit (genre); specific romance books
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 96
rubbish, 49
rule of law, 96—97, 102, 106-108, 113-114, 203,
205—206
See also institutions of justice; police
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rural areas, 83-84, 126, 131-132, 133—134, 163, 206
See also urban space
Rushdie, Salman, 125-126

Sachs, Albie, 18
sacrality, 137
San people, 119, 120, 124-125, 130-131, 134-135
Sanders, Mark, 13, 147
The Sand-Man (Hoffman), 38
sangoma (healer), 52
Sapphire Press, 63—64, 64-65, 69, 70, 73, 78, 81
Saramango, José, 173
satire, 196, 198
scars, 129—130
‘schlock books’, 92-93, 103-104, 106, 108-109
See also crime fiction
Schmitz, Oliver, so
Schonstein, Patricia, 183, 185-188
Schreiner, Olive, 152, 153, 157, 158, 167
Seekings, Jeremy, 7-8
segregation, 43, 151
Selebi, Jackie, 98, 113
self-empowerment, 43, 64, 81
self-fashioning, 3, 11, 37, 77, 83
self-genocide, 139
self-help, 63-64, 80, 86
self~other binary, 135-137, 141-142, 147
self-reflection, 87
sensationalism, 103, 198
Sepamla, Sipho, 41
Seremane, Timothy, 54
Serote, Mongane Wally, 41
settlers, 152
sex
in Coldsleep Lullaby, 192-193, 195
exoticism, sexual, 194-195
in farm novels, 158, 160-162, 170
in Refige, 194-195
in romance novels, 81-82
See also rape
sex trafficking, 99
sexism, 68—69
See also misogyny; racism; xenophobia
Sexwale, Tokyo, 66
Shabangu, Susan, 113
Shades (Poland), 143144, 146, 150n51
Shale, Mokopi, 73
sharecropping, 168, 169
Shark (Van der Merwe), 51, 55—57
Sharon, Ariel, 111
She Plays with the Darkness (Mda), 124-125,
130-131
A Sin of Omission (Poland), 142-143, 144-146
Sipho (Noah’s mentor), 46
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skulls, 138, 139
Skweyiya Commission, 53
Skyline (Schonstein), 183, 185-188
Smith, Pauline, 152
Smith, Roger, 94, 108-111, 112, 117157, 206
Smythe, Vicky, 73, 75—77
the social contract, 96-97, 205206
society, 14—15, 191-192
song, 165-167
South Africa
constitution, §, 66, 106, 113
contemporary issues in, 23
crime in, 97
cultural studies in, 1721
and exceptionalism, 3, 175, 181
as ‘improvised nation’, 3, 206
‘normalisation’ of, 92—93, 103-104
transition to democracy, -3
See also apartheid; economy; politics;
post-apartheid
South African Communist Party (SACP), 2
South African Defence Force (SADF), 52
Southall, Roger, 8, 10, 56
Soweto, 41, 42—43, 77
Soyinka, Wole, 121-122, 140
spectacle, 103, 108112, 193
See also the ‘ordinary’
Spencer, Lynda Gichanda, 79, 80, 81
Spillane, Mickey, 105
The Spiral House (Robertson), 156
The Spy Who Loved Him (Lovelace), 73—74
spying, 52—53
Starfield, Jane, 18
state capture, 2, 6, 19, 57—58, 113
Steel, Danielle, 87n3
Steinberg, Jonny, 7, 48
Stiglitz, Joseph E., 37
Stoler, Ann Laura, 28
Stone, Chris, 97
The Story of an African Farm (Schreiner), 157, 158
strikes, 20, 91069, 95, 113
‘structures of feeling’, 39—40, 205
See also aspiration and frustration
struggles, 35-36, 46, 57
students, 46
the sublime, 1, 164, 166-167
suburbs, 43—44, 50, 92, 185, 194-195
See also rural areas; townships; urban space
suicide, 53, 55, 61054, 143, 146, 177, 183—184
the supernatural, 129130, 141, 197
survival, 45-50, 5T
See also hustling
sympathy, politics of, 187-188, 191-193, 196-197,
199—200
syncretism, 146

Tafelburg (publisher), 87n3

Tambo, Oliver, 4

Tanzania, 53

Tawney, Richard Henry, 37

temporality, 13

tenderpreneurs, 52

Teniers the Younger, 35

Thin Blue (Steinberg), 48

Third World Bunfight, 138

threat, 95-96, 101-102, 189, 191, 196-197,
198-199

Tine, Alioune, 123

Titlestad, Michael, 18, 104, 106

Tlholwe, Diale, 131, 133135

Todorov, Tzvetan, 93

Tomaselli, Keyan, 18

torture, 53, 54, 105, 106

townships, 40—41, 42-44, 45, 4950, 92

See also rural areas; suburbs; urban space

traditions, 122123, 124, 130, 131-132, 134—135,

144
See also African identity and culture;

indigenous knowledge; rituals

training camps, I, 52—53, 54, 106

transition. See change

transportation, 49—s0

Triomf (Van Niekerk), 154, 173

Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC),
4, 6, 53, 54, 106, 164165, 175, 200

Tsehloane, Thabo, 36

Tshaka, Rothney, 181-182

Tutu, Desmond, 3, 106

Tutuola, Amos, 140

Two Thousand Seasons (Armah), 125

ubuntu philosophy, 37, 120, 134
ulwaluko (initiation and circumcision), 131132,
134

See also ritual circumcisions
Umbkhonto weSizwe (MK), 51, 5254
umrabulo (discussion/education) traditions, 4
uncanny effects, 3738
universities, 42, 45—46, 47—48
urban space

in crime fiction, 94-95, 101-102

and hustling, 35

and lyricism, 163

migration to, 206

and orality, 125

in Refuge, 194

in romance novels, 65, 83-84

segregation, 41

in Welcome to Our Hillbrow, 185

See also rural areas; suburbs; townships
urine, 166-167
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values, 14
Van den Heever, C. M., 152, 159
Van der Merwe, Carel, 51, 55-57
Van der Vlies, Andrew, 13, 18, 165
Van Heerden, Etienne, 153
Van Niekerk, Marlene, 13, 22, 154, 156, 157, 173
See also Agaat (Van Niekerk)
Van Onselen, Charles, 168
Van Wyk, Ilana, 85
Veblen, Thorsten, 85-86
Victorianism, 9
vigilantism, 106-108
violence
in 2008, 113, 181, 182
civil unrest of 2021, 77, 203206
domestic abuse, 159, 160, 168
gun violence, 105, 106-107, 113, 168
murder, 95, 134, 168, 181
in noir thrillers, 106-107, 108111
Orford on, 99
by police, 45, 97-98, 113
and racism, 110-111
and the spectacle, 109
state monopoly on, 96, 106, 206
and threat, 96-97
torture, 53, 54, 105, 106
by traditions, 131
xenophobic, 181
See also crime; rape; xenophobia
Visagie, Andries, 159
Vladislavic, Ivan, 13, 100
voting, 1

Wanner, Zukiswa, 79, 80-81, 82
Washington Consensus, 5
Water Music (Orford), 101, 102
Way Back Home (Mhlongo), s1-53, 54, 105
Ways of Dying (Mda), 124, 125, 173
wealth
and conspicuous consumption, 85
and hustling, st
in romance, 75-76, 77, 78
unequal distribution under BEE, 8-9, 38, 67
See also capitalism; consumerism; materialism
weddings, 83
Welcome to Our Hillbrow (Mpe), 182-184, 199
“The Welsh Industrial Novel’ (Williams), 39—40
Wenzel, Jennifer, 13, 23, 128—129, 134, 139, 153
Werner, Alice, 141
Westrup, William, 98
white people
benefitting from apartheid, 6—7
indigenous knowledge, interpreting, 135-147
in management positions, 68—69
in Meyer’s work, 100

in Refuge, 195
scapegoating by, 197
and violence, 110-111
white fragility, 112
See also black people; race
whiteness, 137, 139, 154, 197
Wicomb, Zoe, 13, 52
Williams, Raymond, 14-16, 39—40, 42,
205, 207
will-to-identity, 121, 135
‘Wimmer, Andreas, 182
Winterbach, Ingrid, 13
witchcraft, 139, 183
women
black, 62-63, 65—66, 68-69, 153154,
167,174
careers, 63, 65—66, 71
crimes against, 101
in farm novels, 153, 157-162, 173
feminism, 64, 81-82, 102-103
and misogyny, 101, 103, 105, 192-193
promotion of femaleness, 63
and romance, 62—63
scars, 130
sexual freedom, 81-82
sexual violence against (see rape)
violence against, 189
See also gender
Wood, James, 173
Woolf, Virginia, 173
work
employment equity, 66-67, 68, 7273, 89n19
management positions, 68
of migrants, 193
women'’s careers, 63, 65—66, 71
See also business; domestic labour
workplaces, 65-66, 6870, 72—76
writing, 1-2, 11-12, 19, 119

xenophilia

in general, 182-183, 199—200

in Coldsleep Lullaby, 191-192

colonialist mode of, 192

politics of sympathy, 187-188, 191-193,

196-197, 199—200

in Refuge, 194-195

in Skyline, 185-187

in Welcome to Our Hillbrow, 183-185
xenophobia

in general, 181183, 199—200

in Bloody Harvests, 198

in Coldsleep Lullaby, 190

in District 9, 196-197

in Welcome to Our Hillbrow, 182184

See also misogyny; racism; sexism
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Xhosa people Zimbabwean migrants, 188
amaXhosa, 126-127, 139, 143 Zondo Commission, 58, 113114,
cattle-killing movement, 128-129 203
in The Heart of Redness, 126, 128 Zuma, Duduzane, 204
isiXhosa, 128, 146 Zuma, Jacob
in Shades, 144, 146 corruption, 35, 40, 113
in A Sin of Omission, 142143 head of intelligence for ANC, 54
imprisonment, 114, 203
‘yellow-back’ detective stories, 95 land reform, 152
polygamy, 73
Zabus, Chantal, 123, 124 rape case, 113
Zambia, 53 state capture, 2, 6, 19
Zille, Helen, 7 Zumoff, J. A., 105
Zimbabwe, s Zwelithini, Goodwill, 182
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