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KARL MARX AND THE ACTUALIZATION
OF PHILOSOPHY

It is indisputable that Marx began his intellectual trajectory as a
philosopher, but it is often thought that he subsequently turned
away from philosophy. In this book, Christoph Schuringa proposes
a radically different reading of Marx’s intellectual project and dem-
onstrates that from his earliest writings his aim was the ‘actualization’
of philosophy. Marx, he argues, should be understood not as turning
away from philosophy, but as seeking to make philosophy a practical
force in the world. By analysing a series of texts from across Marx’s
output, Schuringa shows that Marx progressively overcame what he
called ‘self-sufficient philosophy’, not in order to leave philosophy
behind but to bring it into its own. This involves a major reinterpret-
ation of Marx’s relationship to his ancestors Aristotle, Kant and
Hegel, and shows that philosophy, as it actualizes itself, far from
being merely a body of philosophical doctrine, figures as an instru-
ment of the revolution.

CHRISTOPH SCHURINGA is Associate Professor of Philosophy at
Northeastern University London. He has published widely on the
history of philosophy and on Marx and Marxism, and is editor of the
Hegel Bulletin.
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