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In recent decades, powerful telescopes have enabled astrophysicists to 

uncover startling new worlds and solar systems. An epochal moment 

took place in 1995, when an exoplanet – 51 Pegasi b – was located orbiting 

another star like our own sun. �is discovery profoundly changed percep-

tions of the universe. Since then, thousands of planets have followed. �ese 

astounding �ndings have transformed understandings of the cosmos and 

have renewed speculation about the potential for extraterrestrial life.

Drawing particularly on �omas Aquinas, Andrew Davison considers a 

succession of fascinating questions that challenge Christianity’s traditional 

focus on earth and human beings. Does the possibility of life elsewhere 

compromise human value? Would other creatures be subject to the same 

story of sin and redemption? Might God be incarnate elsewhere? �inking 

about these topics helps Christians to prepare for a time when other life 

might be detected. In the meantime, by approaching familiar themes from 

new angles, Davison’s volume stretches and enriches our existing theology.

Andrew Davison  is the Starbridge Professor of �eology and  Natural 

Sciences at the University of Cambridge, where his work has inspired 

the arts and humanities programme at the groundbreaking Leverhulme 

 Centre for Life in the Universe. One of the foremost scholars working 

between theology, philosophy, and the natural sciences, he is fellow in 

 theology and  Dean of Chapel at Corpus Christi College, University of 

Cambridge. His work on life elsewhere in the universe has been covered 

by news outlets around the world, in more than twenty languages. Davison 

is the author of Participation in God: A Study in Christian Doctrine and 

Metaphysics; Blessing; �e Love of Wisdom: An Introduction to Philosophy 

for  �eologians; and Why Sacraments?
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�ere is a need among upper-undergraduate and graduate students of 

theology, as well as among Christian teachers and church professionals, for a 

series of short, focussed studies of particular key topics in theology written by 

prominent theologians. Current Issues in �eology meets this need.

�e books in the series are designed to provide a ‘state-of-the-art’ 

statement on the topic in question, engaging with contemporary thinking as 

well as providing original insights. �e aim is to publish books which stand 

between the static monograph genre and the more immediate statement 

of a journal article, by authors who are questioning existing paradigms or 

rethinking perspectives.

Other titles in the series:

Holy Scripture John Webster

�e Just War Revisited Oliver O’Donovan

Bodies and Souls, or Spirited Bodies? Nancey Murphy

Christ and Horrors Marilyn McCord Adams

Divinity and Humanity Oliver D. Crisp

�e Eucharist and Ecumenism George Hunsinger
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�eology without Metaphysics Kevin W. Hector
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God’s Presence Frances Youngman
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Human Anguish and God’s Power David H. Kelsey

Rethinking Paul: Protestant �eology and Pauline Exegesis Edwin Chr. van Driel

Humility of the Eternal Son: “Reformed” Kenoticism and Repair of 

 Chalcedon Bruce Lindley McCormack

Why the Cross? Divine Friendship and the Power of Justice Ligita Ryliškytė

Recon�guring �omistic Christology Matthew Levering

Constructive �eology and Gender Variance: Transformative 

 Creatures  Susannah Cornwall

www.cambridge.org/9781009303163
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30316-3 — Astrobiology and Christian Doctrine
Andrew Davison
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Andrew Davison
University of Cambridge

Astrobiology and Christian 
Doctrine
Exploring the Implications of Life  

in the Universe

www.cambridge.org/9781009303163
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30316-3 — Astrobiology and Christian Doctrine
Andrew Davison
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Sha�esbury Road, Cambridge cb2 8ea, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org 
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009303163

doi: 10.1017/9781009303187

© Andrew Davison 2023

�is publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions 
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take  
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023
First paperback edition 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data

names: Davison, Andrew, 1974– author.
title: Astrobiology and Christian doctrine : exploring the implications of
life in the Universe / Dr Andrew Davison, University of Cambridge.
description: New York : Cambridge University Press, 2023. | Includes
bibliographical references and index.
identifiers: lccn 2022043209 | isbn 9781009303156 (hardback) |
isbn 9781009303187 (ebook)
subjects: lcsh: Religion and science. | Exobiology. | �eology.
classification: lcc bl240.3 .d384 2023 | ddc 201/.6576839–dc23/eng20230327
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022043209

isbn   978-1-009-30315-6   Hardback 
isbn   978-1-009-30316-3   Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence 
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this  
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will  
remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009303163
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30316-3 — Astrobiology and Christian Doctrine
Andrew Davison
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

With gratitude for the  
welcome and support of Dr William Storrar  

and the Center of �eological Inquiry, Princeton

www.cambridge.org/9781009303163
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30316-3 — Astrobiology and Christian Doctrine
Andrew Davison
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

�eological principles tend to become torpid for lack of exer-

cise, and there is much to be said for giving them now and then a 

scamper in a �eld where the paths are few and the boundaries unde-

�ned; they do their day-by-day work all the better for an occasional 

outing in the country.

–Eric Mascall1

Christ in the Universe

–Alice Meynell2

With this ambiguous earth

His dealings have been told us. �ese abide:

�e signal to a maid, the human birth,

�e lesson, and the young Man cruci�ed.

But not a star of all

�e innumerable host of stars has heard

How He administered this terrestrial ball.

Our race have kept their Lord’s entrusted Word.

Of His earth-visiting feet

None knows the secret, cherished, perilous,

�e terrible, shamefast, frightened, whispered, sweet,

Heart-shattering secret of His way with us.

No planet knows that this

Our wayside planet, carrying land and wave,

Love and life multiplied, and pain and bliss,

Bears, as chief treasure, one forsaken grave.

 1 E. L. Mascall, Christian �eology and Natural Science: Some Questions on �eir 

Relations (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1956), 45.
 2 Alice Meynell, Collected Poems (London: Burns & Oates, 1913), 114–15.
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Nor, in our little day,

May His devices with the heavens be guessed,

His pilgrimage to thread the Milky Way

Or His bestowals there be manifest.

But in the eternities,

Doubtless we shall compare together, hear

A million alien Gospels, in what guise

He trod the Pleiades, the Lyre, the Bear.

O, be prepared, my soul!

To read the inconceivable, to scan

�e myriad forms of God those stars unroll

When, in our turn, we show to them a Man.
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