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The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion

Which dimensions of the religious experience of the ancient Greeks become

tangible only if we foreground their local horizon? This book explores the

manifold ways in which Greek religious beliefs and practices are encoded in

and communicate with various local environments. Its individual chapters

explore ‘the local’ in its different forms and formulations. Besides the polis

perspective, they include numerous other places and locations above and

below the polis level, as well as those fully or largely independent of the city-

state. Overall, the local emerges as a relational concept that changes together

with our understanding of the general or universal forces as they shape ancient

Greek religion. The unity and diversity of ancient Greek religion becomes

tangible in the various ways in which localising and generalising forces interact

with each other at different times and in different places across the ancient

Greek world.

  is Professor and Chair of Greek History at Westfälische

Wilhelms-Universität Münster and Adjunct Professor in the Faculty of Arts

at McGill University, Montréal. He has published widely on the history and

culture of ancient Greece, including Localism and the Ancient Greek City-State
(2020), Federalism in Greek Antiquity (jointly edited with P. Funke,

Cambridge, 2015) and A Companion to Ancient Greek Government (edited,
2013). He is the co-editor of Hermes and Hermes Einzelschriften, and of the

series Antiquity in Global Context (Cambridge). Among other distinctions,

Hans Beck is the recipient of the German Humboldt Foundation’s Anneliese

Maier Research Prize, an elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, and a

corresponding member of the German Archaeological Institute.

  is Professor of Ancient History in the Department of Classics

and Ancient History at the University of Sydney, and a Future Fellow of the

Australian Research Council (2018–22). Her publications include Rethinking
Greek Religion (Cambridge, 2012), Revisiting Delphi: Religion and Storytelling
in Ancient Greece (Cambridge, 2016), Animals in Ancient Greek Religion
(2020, edited), The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Greek Religion (2015, jointly

edited with E. Eidinow), and Theologies of Ancient Greek Religion (Cambridge,

2016, jointly edited with R. Osborne and E. Eidinow). She is an elected fellow

of the Australian Academy of the Humanities and member of the editorial

board of the Journal of Ancient History and Antichthon, and Senior Editor of

the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Religions (ORE).

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Local Horizon of Ancient

Greek Religion

Edited by

 

Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster, Germany

 

The University of Sydney, Australia

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,

a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009301848

DOI: 10.1017/9781009301862

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions

of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take

place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of Congress.

ISBN 978-1-009-30184-8 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence

or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures [page vii]
List of Contributors [ix]

Preface [xiii]

List of Abbreviations [xv]

1 Localism and the Study of Ancient Greek Religion: The Example

of the Divine Persona [1]

 

2 Refitting the Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion (Including

Some Remarks on the Sanctuary of Poseidon on Kalaureia) [28]

 

3 Mycenaean Greek Worship in Minoan Territory [67]

 

4 Hera on Samos: Between the Global and the Local [105]

  . 

5 Polytheism and the Distribution of Votives in

the Corinthia [141]

 

6 Demeter Chthonia at Hermione: Landscapes and Cult [183]

 

7 Local Variation in the Thesmophoria Festival: A Case Study of

the Attic and Sicilian Thesmophoria Festivals [205]

  .  . 

8 The Lindian Chronicle and Local Identity [232]

 

9 Shifting Identities and Defensive Localism: Conflicts of Religious

Narratives in Post-Synoikism Rhodes [262]

 

v

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

10 Between Local and Global? Religion in Late-Hellenistic

Delos [290]

 

11 Personal or Communal? Social Horizons of Local

Greek Religion [312]

 

12 How to Write a Local History of Imperial Greek Cults:

Observations from Pausanias [342]

 

13 Panhellenic Sanctuaries: Local and Regional Perspectives [362]

 

Epilogue: A Tribute to Potnia of the Labyrinth [376]

 

Index [387]

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Figures

1.1 Apollo and Tityos. Attic red-figure calyx-krater [page 10]
2.1 The Saronic Gulf: natural environment and major sites in the

Classical Age [45]

2.2 Kalaureia, view from the plateau north toward the natural

harbour [47]

2.3 Late Archaic reorganisation of sacred space: site map detailing the

south-eastern corner of the peribolos wall of the Temple of Poseidon

and the find-spot of Archaic column drums discovered during the

2007–09 excavation programme [50]

2.4 The local horizon of Troizen: terrestrial and marine contiguity [58]

3.1 Plan of Knossos, with the central court as its focus [71]

3.2 Grandstand Fresco (after a wall painting at Knossos, Heraklion

Archaeological Museum) [73]

3.3 Plan of Pylos, with the megaron complex as its focus [75]

3.4 Reconstruction of the fresco from the throne room at Pylos depicting

the lyre player and men feasting [76]

3.5 Hand-to-hand combat scenes depicted in frescos from Hall 64

at Pylos [77]

3.6 (a) Combat agate from the Griffin Warrior’s shaft grave at Pylos;

(b) drawing of the scene depicted on the combat agate [83]

3.7 The Hagia Triada sarcophagus: (a) side a showing two processions;

(b) side b showing the sacrificed bull and a priestess at an altar; (c) the

two short sides showing two scenes of chariots driven by women, one

drawn by horses or agrimi; (d) the other by gryphons [95]

5.1 Map of the Corinthia [143]

5.2 Illyrian-type helmet from the Sanctuary of Poseidon at Isthmia, ca.

680–550 BCE [145]

5.3 Terracotta figurine of horse and female rider from the Sanctuary of

Hera at Perachora, ca. 550 BCE [149]

5.4 Terracotta koulouria fragments from the Sanctuary of Hera at

Perachora, 7th century BCE [149]

5.5 Likna and offering trays from the Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore on

Acrocorinth, late Archaic/Classical period [151] vii

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

5.6 Kalathiskoi from the Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore on Acrocorinth,

5th century BCE [152]

8.1 Arrangement of text on the Lindian Temple Chronicle [237]

8.2 The geography of the Lindian Chronicle [249]

10.1 Sanctuaries on Mount Kynthos, Delos [295]

10.2 Serapeion C, Delos [302]

10.3 Dromos and Naos C in Serapeion C, Delos [304]

viii List of Figures

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contributors

Hans Beck is Professor and Chair of Greek History at Münster University

and Adjunct Professor in the Faculty of Arts at McGill University Montreal.

He has published widely on the history and culture of ancient Greece,

including Localism and the Ancient Greek City-State (Chicago, Ill. 2020),

Federalism in Greek Antiquity (jointly edited with P. Funke, Cambridge

2015) and A Companion to Ancient Greek Government (edited, Oxford

2013). He is the co-editor of Hermes and Hermes Einzelschriften, and of

the series Antiquity in Global Context. Among other distinctions, Hans Beck

is the recipient of the German Humboldt Foundation’s Anneliese Maier

Research Prize, an elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, and a

corresponding member of the German Archaeological Institute.

Corinne Bonnet is Professor of Greek History at the University of

Toulouse – Jean Jaurès. She is Principal Investigator of the ERC Advanced

Grant Mapping Ancient Polytheisms (2017–23). With an international team

she deals with the way ancient Mediterranean societies, mainly Greek and

Semitic, named their gods, using variable onomastic sequences shaped

by social agents in specific environments. The MAP database, with more

than 10,000 onomastic testimonies, is a major (and ongoing) achievement

of the project (https://base-map-polytheisms.huma-num.fr). Bonnet has

published several books and articles on the history of religions in antiquity,

with a particular interest in multi-cultural contexts. She has also studied

the history of scholarship on antiquity in the nineteenth and twentieth

centuries, especially through the rich archives and correspondence of Franz

Cumont. She recently published, with her ERC team, Noms de dieux.
Portraits de divinités antiques and, with Gabriella Pironti, Les dieux
d’Homère III. Attributs onomastiques, both in 2021.

Jan N. Bremmer is Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies at the Faculty

of Theology and Religious Studies of the University of Groningen. He has

published widely on religion in the ancient world and its study in modern

times. His latest books are Maidens, Magic and Martyrs in Early
Christianity (Tübingen 2017), The World of Greek Religion and
Mythology (Tübingen 2019), Greek Religion (second edition, Cambridge ix

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

2021), and Becoming a Man in Ancient Greece and Rome (Tübingen 2021).

Among his many (co-)edited books areMarginality, Media, and Mutations
of Religious Authority in the History of Christianity (Leuven 2019, jointly

edited with L. Feldt) and The Apostles Peter, Paul, John, Thomas and Philip
with their Companions in Late Antiquity (Leuven 2021, jointly edited with

T. Nicklas and J. Spittler).

Diana Burton is Senior Lecturer in the Classics Programme at Victoria

University of Wellington. She has published on Greek art, iconography,

religion, and death, and the interactions between these areas. She has also

published on classical reception, and is the joint editor of Athens to
Aotearoa: Greece and Rome in New Zealand Literature and Society
(Wellington 2017, with S. Perris and W. J. Tatum). She is the co-editor

of Antichthon.

Peter Funke is Senior Professor of Ancient History and Member of the

Cluster of Excellence ‘Religion and Politics’ at Münster University. From

2011 to 2017 he was a member of the Central Directorate of the German

Archaeological Institute (DAI) in Berlin. Since 2020, he has been the head

of the academic advisory board of the Athens Department of the DAI. He

has also been project director of the Inscriptiones Graecae at the Berlin-

Brandenburg Academy since 2008; from 2004 to 2008, Chairman of the

German Association of Historians; and from 2010 to 2016, Vice President

of the German Research Foundation (DFG). The focus of his research is the

political history of Greece from the Archaic to the Hellenistic periods,

ancient institutions and interstate relations, and the historical geography

of ancient Greece. He is the author and co-editor of many books, including

Athen in klassischer Zeit (fourth edition, Munich 2019) and Federalism in
Greek Antiquity (co-edited with H. Beck, Cambridge 2015).

Greta Hawes is Associate Professor and ARC Future Fellow at Macquarie

University and Research Associate in Greek Myth at the Center for

Hellenic Studies in Washington, D.C. She is the author of Pausanias in
the World of Greek Myth (Oxford 2021) and Rationalizing Myth in
Antiquity (Oxford 2014), editor of Myths on the Map (Oxford 2017), and

co-director of the digital initiatives MANTO and Canopos. She currently

serves as commissioning editor for Classical Review.

Julia Kindt is Professor of Ancient History in the Department of Classics

and Ancient History at the University of Sydney and an ARC Future

Fellow. Her publications include Rethinking Greek Religion (Cambridge

2012), Revisiting Delphi: Religion and Storytelling in Ancient Greece

x List of Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

(Cambridge 2016), Animals in Ancient Greek Religion (edited, London

2020), The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Greek Religion (jointly edited

with E. Eidinow, Oxford 2015), and Theologies of Ancient Greek Religion
(jointly edited with R. Osborne and E. Eidinow, Cambridge 2016). She is a

member of the editorial board of The Journal of Ancient History,
Antichthon, and Sydney University Press, and Senior Editor of the

Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Religions (ORE).

Susan Lupack is Senior Lecturer in the Department of History and

Archaeology at Macquarie University, investigating the religion,

economy, and society of the Aegean Bronze Age. Her recent publications

appear in Collapse and Transformation: The Late Bronze Age to Early Iron
Age in the Aegean (Oxford 2020) and The Routledge Companion to Ecstatic
Experience in the Ancient World (London 2021), and she co-edited the

Cambridge Guide to Homer (Cambridge 2020, lead editor C. Pache). She is

also an active field archaeologist who co-directed the Eastern Boeotia

Archaeological Project (2007–12), and who, with P. Kasimi, recently

established the Perachora Peninsula Archaeological Project.

Jeremy McInerney is Professor of Classical Studies at the University

of Pennsylvania. He is the author of The Folds of Parnassos (Austin

Tex. 1999), a book on state formation in Archaic Greece, and The Cattle
of the Sun (Princeton N.J. 2010), a book dealing with the importance of

cattle in the culture of Ancient Greece. He is the editor of A Companion to
Ethnicity in the Ancient Mediterranean (Malden Mass. 2014) and co-editor

(with I. Sluiter) of Landscapes of Value: Natural Environment and Cultural
Imagination in Classical Antiquity (Leiden 2016). In 2018 his new history

of Ancient Greece, entitled Greece in the Ancient World (London and New

York N.Y.), was published. He has recently published a series of studies

dealing with Hephaistos, his temple at Athens, the Hephaisteion, as well as

Athenian relations with the god’s island home, Lemnos. His current

research is focused on the function of hybridity in Greek culture.

Katherine R. L. McLardy is an independent researcher in Melbourne,

Australia who is working on interdisciplinary analyses re-examining the

Classical evidence for ancient women’s festivals. Her current research

focuses on refining the reconstruction of the Thesmophoria and Adonia

festivals across a variety of local contexts. She is particularly interested in

the role of local variation for contextualising these festivals and in

exploring the lived experience of these festivals for the women who

celebrated them.

List of Contributors xi

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Tulsi Parikh is A. G. Leventis Post-Doctoral Fellow at the British School at

Athens. She is also an affiliated researcher in the Faculty of Classics at the

University of Cambridge, where she completed her doctoral thesis: The
Material of Polytheism in Archaic Greece: Understanding Greek Religion
through Patterns of Dedicatory Practice and Thought, ca. 750–480 BCE
(2020). Her research interests include the art and archaeology of Greek

religion, ancient mobility in relation to sacred space and landscape, and the

materiality of ancient thought and belief.

Irene Polinskaya is Reader in Ancient History at King’s College London.

Her research addresses the social and religious history of ancient Greece

and Greek epigraphy (including digital databases), with particular focus

on the regions of the Saronic Gulf and north-western Black Sea. Her

publications include A Local History of Greek Polytheism: Gods, People,
and the Land of Aigina, 800–400 BCE (Leiden 2013), ΜΙΚΡΟΣ

ΙΕΡΟΜΝΗΜΩΝ. Studies in Honor of Michael H. Jameson (co-edited with

A. P. Matthaiou, Athens 2008), and Curses in Context: The Greek Curse
Tablets of the Classical and Hellenistic Periods. Papers and Monographs
from the Norwegian Institute at Athens, vol. 11 (co-edited with C. A.

Faraone, Athens 2021). She is the co-director (with A. Ivantchik) and

English editor of Inscriptions of the Northern Black Sea: New IOSPE.

Julietta Steinhauer is Associate Professor at University College London.

Julietta’s research focuses mainly on religion, migration and gender. Her

publications include Religious Associations in the Post-Classical Polis
(Stuttgart 2014) and several articles on the religion of minorities, gender,

and social history in the Hellenistic and Roman Aegean. In 2018 she was a

Visiting Fellow at the Max Weber Centre and in 2021 a WiRe Fellow at the

University of Münster.

Juliane Zachhuber is a Fellow by Special Election in Ancient History at

Wadham College, University of Oxford. Prior to this she held lectureships

at the University of Reading, and Oriel College and Jesus College, Oxford.

Her research interests include religion, epigraphy, politics, and society in

the Classical and Hellenistic Greek world. Her work has been published

in the journal Kernos (2018), and a contribution is in press in an edited

volume on Cult in the Dodecanese. The monograph she is currently

completing will be entitled Religion and Society in Classical and Hellenistic
Rhodes (forthcoming).

xii List of Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781009301848
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30184-8 — The Local Horizon of Ancient Greek Religion
Edited by Hans Beck , Julia Kindt
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Preface

Ancient Greek religion has traditionally been thought to manifest itself in

both a local and a panhellenic dimension. While the latter involved the

notion of universality and was associated above all with the sanctuaries of

Olympia and Delphi, as well as with the Homeric tradition, the former was

largely equated with the polis as the basic unit in which ancient Greek

religion expressed itself. If other (regional, individual) perspectives came

into focus, they did so mostly as an extension of the kind of mediatory

function that the polis had in the ancient Greek world.

More recently, however, there has been an upsurge of scholarly interest

in diversifying our understanding of ancient Greek religion. In the wake of

the criticism of the polis model for the study of ancient Greek religion,

classical scholars have explored alternative locations of the religious besides

those demarcated by the polis. Scholars have pointed to the manifold ways

in which religion was embedded in place, landscape, and the natural world

more widely than the political structures of the ancient Greek city-state.

At the same time, new conceptual work on localism and the local in

classical studies and beyond has provided new insights into the lived

experience in the ancient Greek world. ‘Local’ has long been understood

as small-scale, confined in size and relevance, with little if any bearing on

greater cultural currencies. The label has thus been used typically in a

pejorative sense to describe low-key knowledge systems, underdeveloped

artistic styles, or cultural practices that were out of sync with more dynamic

constellations. Against reductionist images of social slow motion or seclu-

sion, recent research highlights the foundational quality of the local.

Dynamic, fast-changing, and multicoded, the ‘new local’ is a frame of

reference that lends normativity to human agency, a domain of meaning

and purpose, and a feeder of connected cultural processes.

This book combines both research axes. Its overall aim is to illustrate the

manifold ways in which religious belief and practice are encoded in and in

communication with the local environment. To this end, conceptions of

the local at work in the individual chapters necessarily range widely.

Besides the polis perspective, they include numerous other places and

locations above and below the polis-level, or fully or largely independent xiii
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of it. The reason for this is that the local itself is a relational concept; the

way classical scholars make use of it changes together with their concep-

tions of the general or universal.

Throughout this study, the local emerges as a quantity in its own right,

as a sphere of religious conduct that allows for the exercise of religion in

ancient Greece in interaction with generalising or universalising forces. In

all instances we have asked authors to speak to the specific question of how

the local comes into the picture in their contribution. The result is a

collection of chapters exploring the local horizon of ancient Greek religion

as it transpires in both the literary and the material evidence in different

parts of the Greek world and at different points in time. At the same time,

these studies come together in disclosing the creative tension and vibrant

cross-fertilisation between the local sphere, on the one hand, and general,

universal, or panhellenic paradigms on the other. Each chapter is preceded

by a brief preface written by the editors that introduces its approach,

explains where it is situated in the volume, and maps its argument as the

conversation between chapters unfolds. Taken together, the contributions

to this book illustrate, we hope, the productivity of an approach that is

appreciative of the local’s inherent quality to fuse Greek religion with

structure and meaning.
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