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Towns and Commerce in Viking-Age Scandinavia

TheVikingAge, from c.750 to 1050 ce, was an era ofmajor social change

in Scandinavia. By the end of this period of sweeping transformation,

Scandinavia, once a pagan periphery, had been firmly integrated into

occidental Europe. Archaeological remains offer evidence of this

process, which included and intertwined with Christianisation, state

formation and the dawn of urbanisation in Scandinavia. In this volume,

Sven Kalmring offers an interdisciplinary and geographically wide-

ranging approach to understanding the emergence of towns and

commerce in Viking-age Scandinavia and their eventual demise by the

end of the period.Using the towns ofHedeby, Birka, Kaupang andRibe as

case studies, he also tracks the diverging characteristics of these urban

communities against the background of traditional social structures in

the Viking world. Instead of tracing the results of Viking-age

urbanisation, or mapping that process by establishing economic

networks, Kalmring focusses on the very reasons behind the emergence

of towns and their eventual decline.

sven kalmring is a scholar of Viking-age archaeologywho specialises

in maritime archaeology and early medieval urbanisation. A former

researcher at the Centre for Baltic and Scandinavian Archaeology in

Schleswig, Germany, and docent at StockholmUniversity, Sweden, he

serves on the board of theMedieval EuropeResearchCommunity and is

a delegate to theVikingCongress. Today, heworks as a senior curator of

Late Iron Age and Viking Age collections at the Swedish National

Historical Museums.
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Cover image: Hedeby, present-day northern Germany. Hoard from

Hedeby harbour 1980, dated to c. 825 (inventory no. KSD 652.1–8;

© Museum für Archäologie, Stiftung Schleswig-Holsteinische

Landesmuseen Schloss Gottorf, Schleswig). The hoard comprised

598 blue and while monochrome beads, six KG 3 Hedeby coins and

one Carolingian Christiana-Religio-denarius of Louis the Pious

from 822/23–840.
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Harbour, n. A place where ships taking shelter from storms

are exposed to the fury of the customs.

Ambrose Bierce (1842–1914), The Devil’s Dictionary.
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