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REALISM AND THE NOVEL

Realism and the Novel combines arguments about realism’s emer-
gence in the European eighteenth and nineteenth centuries with
essays on its persistence throughout the world and into the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries. Moving away from a diffusionist account
of culture — one where the realist novel is understood to have an
autonomous national development in the West that then spreads
across the globe — Realism and the Novel focuses, instead, on the ways
the relationship between center and periphery informs both realism’s
origins and its continued relevance. At the same time, this collection
takes seriously the semi-autonomy of literary form; the realist inherit-
ance is not only an imposition. Rather, in its multiple incarnations,
the realist novel has shown itself to be an exceptionally varied and
multifaceted form for representing the disparate social worlds of
imperial modernity.

PAUL STASI teaches twentieth-century Anglophone literature at SUNY
Albany. He is the author of numerous essays and, most recently, of
The Persistence of Realism in Modernist Fiction (Cambridge 2022), which
was shortlisted for the MSA 2023 Book Prize.
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