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THE NEW NINETEENTH-CENTURY AMERICAN
LITERARY STUDIES

This book takes stock of critical developments in the field of
nineteenth-century American literary studies over the past twenty
years and, in eclectic fashion, presents a wide range of new
approaches in such areas as print and material culture, Black studies,
Latinx studies, disability studies, gender and sexuality studies, post-
secular studies, and Indigenous studies. But this book does more than
take stock of nineteenth-century Americanist scholarship. The con-
tributors take the occasion of their chapters not only to offer biblio-
graphical guidance but also to map out new directions for the future
of the field. Many of the contributors in the volume work with case
studies – a key literary work or two – that help both to bring critical
debate into focus and model fresh interpretive perspectives.

  is Tom Paine Professor of English and Director
of the Center for the Humanities at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison. He has published widely on American literature on topics
such as democracy, citizenship, and aesthetics. He is author and
editor of ten books, including most recently American Insecurity
and the Origins of Vulnerability (Princeton University Press, )
and Propaganda : Secrets, Leaks, and Revolutionary
Communications in Early America (Oxford University Press, ).
He is coeditor of the journal American Literary History.

 .  is Distinguished University Professor of English
at the University of Maryland, College Park. His most recent books
are The Failed Promise: Reconstruction, Frederick Douglass, and the
Impeachment of Andrew Johnson (W. W. Norton, ) and Race,
Transnationalism, and Nineteenth-Century American Literary Studies
(Cambridge University Press, ). Levine is the general editor of
The Norton Anthology of American Literature. He has been awarded
fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) and the Guggenheim Foundation and is currently working
on a book on Harriet Beecher Stowe and Black America.
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This series addresses two main themes across a range of key authors, genres, and
literary traditions. The first is the changing critical interpretations that have
emerged since c. . Radically new interpretations of writers, genres, and
literary periods have emerged from the application of new critical approaches.
Substantial scholarly shifts have occurred too, through the emergence of new
editions, editions of letters, and competing biographical accounts. Books in this
series collate and reflect this rich plurality of twenty-first-century literary critical
energies, and wide varieties of revisionary scholarship, to summarize, analyze, and
assess the impact of contemporary critical strategies. Designed to offer critical
pathways and evaluations, and to establish new critical routes for research, this
series collates and explains a dizzying array of criticism and scholarship in key areas
of twenty-first-century literary studies.
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Notes on Contributors

  is Associate Professor of English and Founding
Director of Health, Humanities and Society at Northeastern
University. She is the author of The Medical Imagination: Literature
and Health in the Early United States (University of Pennsylvania Press,
) and coeditor of Keywords for Health Humanities (New York
University Press, ) with Jonathan Metzl and Priscilla Wald. Her
work has appeared in such literary journals as American Literature,
American Literary History, and PMLA, as well as the medical journal
The Lancet. She has received awards from the American Literature
Society, the Disability History Association, the Library Company of
Philadelphia, the Society of Early Americanists, and the Society for
Historians of the Early American Republic. Her work has also received
long-term funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH), the American Antiquarian Society, the Newhouse Center for
the Humanities at Wellesley College, and the McNeil Center for Early
American Studies at the University of Pennsylvania.

   is Professor of English and the Parents
Distinguished Research Professor in the Humanities at Dartmouth
College. The recipient of fellowships from the NEH, the American
Philosophical Society, and the Mellon Foundation, she is the author of
three monographs: Patriotism by Proxy: The Civil War Draft and the
Cultural Formation of Citizen-Soldiers, – (Oxford University
Press, ), Animalia Americana: Animal Representations and
Biopolitical Subjectivity (Columbia University Press, ), and
Transnationalism and American Literature: Literary Translation
– (Routledge, ; paperback ). Her work has appeared
in American Literature, PMLA, Cultural Critique, and J, among
others. She edited the volume Options for Teaching the Literatures of
the American Civil War (Modern Language Association, ), and
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coedited the book series Edinburgh Critical Studies in Atlantic Literatures
and Cultures from  to . Her current research examines how
modernist authors such as Richard Wright and Alice B. Toklas experi-
mented with “lifestyle” writing.

 .  is Associate Professor of English and Chair of
Arts and Languages at Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. She is
the author of Cavaliers and Economists: Global Capitalism and the
Development of Southern Literature, – (Louisiana State
University Press, ) and the coeditor of The Tacky South
(Louisiana State University Press, ) and the Routledge Companion
to Literature of the U.S. South (Routledge, ). Her work has appeared
in the Cambridge Companion to the Literature of the American Civil War
and Reconstruction (), A History of the Literature of the U.S. South
(Cambridge University Press, ), the essay collection Southern
Comforts (Louisiana State University Press, ), PMLA, College
Literature, and the Southern Literary Journal.

 .  is Associate Professor of English at UCLA. He is the
author of The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century America
(University of Pennsylvania Press, ) and coeditor of The Poetry of
Charles Brockden Brown (Bucknell University Press, ). His current
research examines the institutionalization of poetry as a scholastic
subject in the American public school system between  and .

   is Professor of English at the University of
California, Santa Barbara, where she maintains an affiliation with the
history department. She is the author of In the Shadow of the Gallows:
Race, Crime, and American Civic Identity (University of Pennsylvania
Press, ) and Slavery on Trial: Law, Abolitionism, and Print Culture
(University of North Carolina Press, ). She is currently completing
a pair of book projects on slavery and dignity in US law and culture. She
has received the Penny Pether Award for Law & Language Scholarship
(); the Robert K. Martin Best Book Prize (); and the Melville
Society’s Hennig Cohen Prize for Best Work in Melville Studies ().
She has recently published chapters in Richard Wright in Context
(Cambridge University Press, ) and Frederick Douglass in Context
(Cambridge University Press, ).

 .  is Senior Lecturer in Nineteenth-Century African
American and US Literature at the University of Bristol. She is the
author of Criminal Genius in African American and U.S. Literature,
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– (Johns Hopkins University Press, ) and “Do Black
Ghosts Matter?: Harriet Jacobs’ Spiritualism” (ESQ ), which won
a  Prize for best essay in American literature. Her essays have also
appeared in J, Critical Analysis of Law, The Eighteenth Century, Poe
Studies, and elsewhere. She serves on the steering committee of the
British Association of Nineteenth-Century Americanists and is a core
member of the German Research Foundation network “Voices &
Agencies: America and the Atlantic, –.”

  is Assistant Professor of English at California State
University, Los Angeles. They are also Director of the Center for the
Study of Genders and Sexualities. Heintz received their PhD from the
University of California, San Diego. Their scholarship has been pub-
lished in American Quarterly, GLQ: A Journal of Gay and Lesbian
Studies, Studies in American Fiction, and Feminist Media Histories.
Heintz has held fellowships with the ACLS, the Newberry Library,
and the Mellon Foundation at Tulane University. They are working
on a book titled Racist Attachments: Queer Genealogies of Sex and Desire
in Early America.

  is Associate Professor of English at the University of Arizona.
He is the author of American Terror: The Feeling of Thinking in
Edwards, Poe, and Melville (Stanford University Press, ) as well as
articles and chapters that have appeared in Nineteenth-Century
Literature, Novel, Style, The Oxford Handbook to Edgar Allan Poe,
Melville’s Philosophies, The New Melville, and elsewhere.

 .  is Associate Professor of English and American Studies
at the University of Virginia. Her books include The Latino Continuum
and the Nineteenth-Century Americas: Literature, Translation, and
Historiography (Oxford University Press, ) and Irene Albar.
Novela cubana (, ), por Eusebio Guiteras. Edición facsímil
(Editorial Calambur, ). Her work has appeared in Revista
Hispánica Moderna, Latin American Research Review, Latino Studies,
Oxford Bibliographies, Early American Literature and in the edited
volumes The Latino Nineteenth Century and the Cambridge History of
Latina/o American Literature. She is the cofounding editor of Pasados:
Recovering History, Imagining Latinidad. She is on the advisory board of
Recovering the US Hispanic Literary Heritage Project and is a cofounder
of the Latina/o Studies Association, an academic organization that brings
together scholars, students, and activists in the study of Latinx concerns.
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  is the author of Untimely Democracy: The Politics of
Progress after Slavery (Oxford University Press, ). With D. Berton
Emerson, he is coeditor of Democracies in America: Keywords for the
Nineteenth Century and Today (Oxford University Press, ).
Formerly a visiting faculty member at Carnegie Mellon University,
Laski is currently Civilian Professor of English at the United States
Air Force Academy, where he founded the American Studies program.
As an Andrew W. Mellon long-term fellow at the Newberry Library in
–, he conducted research for his current book: a cultural
history of revenge in the long Reconstruction era. An overview of the
argument appeared in American Literature; this  article was
awarded the journal’s Norman Foerster Prize for best essay of the
year as well as the  Prize, given annually by the American
Literature Society.

  is Professor of Literature at the University of California,
Santa Cruz, where he teaches courses on migration studies, Latinx
literature, and nineteenth-century literature. He is the author of two
books and more than thirty articles and book chapters and has edited
two collections. His most recent book, Letters from Filadelfia: Early
Latino Writing and the Trans-American Elite (University of Virginia
Press, ) won the Early American Literature award for best book.

  is Sue Goldston Lebermann Endowed Professor in
Liberal Arts at the University of Texas at Austin. She is the author of
several books, including New England Women Writers, Secularity, and
the Federalist Politics of Church and State (Oxford University
Press, ).

  is Associate Professor in American Intellectual and
Cultural History at the University of Nottingham. His work has
appeared in venues including J, Early American Literature,
Nineteenth-Century Studies, and The Routledge Companion to the
British and North American Literary Magazine. He has also coedited
The Part and the Whole in Early American Literature, Print Culture, and
Art and The Collected Writings of Charles Brockden Brown, Volume : The
Monthly Magazine and Other Writings (both Bucknell University Press,
). He is currently working on a monograph about fake historical
fragments in America between  and , and researching another
project on the materiality of troublesome books in early America.
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  is Professor of English at Trinity University. She is the
author of Writers in Retrospect: The Rise of American Literary History,
– (University of North Carolina Press, ); The Altar at
Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion
(University of Pennsylvania Press, ), which received Honorable
Mention for the Book Prize awarded triennially by the Society for the
Study of American Women Writers; and Old Style: Unoriginality and Its
Uses in Nineteenth-Century U.S. Literature (University of Pennsylvania
Press, ). She is also coeditor, with Elizabeth Duquette, of the
Penguin Classics edition of Elizabeth Stuart Phelps’s The Gates Ajar.
With Michael A. Elliott, she also coedited American Literary Studies:
A Methodological Reader (New York University Press, ). She has
received grants and fellowships from the Gilder-Lehrman Institute of
American History, Harvard’s Houghton Library, and the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Her essay “The Poetics of
Unoriginality: The Case of Lucretia Davidson” was awarded the
Florence Howe Award for feminist scholarship given by the Women’s
Caucus of Modern Languages. Another essay, “Novel Commonplaces:
Quotation, Epigraphs, and Literary Authority,” was awarded the
 Prize for best essay in American literature (tenured category), by
the American Literature Society. She is currently editing Harriet
Beecher Stowe’s religious writings for The Collected Works of Harriet
Beecher Stowe (Oxford University Press).

  is Enrolled Citizen of Cherokee Nation, Associate
Professor of Literature at University of California, San Diego, and Associate
Director of the Indigenous Futures Institute. Their research interests
includeNative American and Indigenous studies, Black-Indigenous studies,
Native literary studies, print culture, and Indigenous speculative fiction.
They are the author of Reading Territory: Indigenous and Black Freedom,
Removal, and the Nineteenth-Century State (University of North Carolina
Press, ) and coedited The People Who Stayed: Southeastern Indian
Writing after Removal with Geary Hobson and Janet McAdams
(University of Oklahoma Press, .) Walkiewicz’s scholarship has
appeared or is forthcoming in American Literature, ASAP/Journal, J,
NAIS: Journal of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association,
Transmotion,Walt Whitman Quarterly, and elsewhere.

  is Professor and Chair of English at Lehigh University.
He is the author or coeditor of three books on the poet Walt Whitman,
including American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other Unlikely
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Candidates for National Poet (North Carolina Press, ). He has a
new edition of Leaves of Grass forthcoming from W. W. Norton & Co.
as part of the Norton Library series, and with Zachary McLeod
Hutchins and Christopher N. Phillips, he is preparing the first scholarly
edition of A Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin for the Oxford University Press
Collected Works of Harriet Beecher Stowe. In , he was a corecipient
of a Digital Initiative Start-Up Grant from the NEH Office of Digital
Humanities, and from  to  was the director of the Mellon
Digital Humanities Initiative at Lehigh University.

 .  is Associate Professor of English at the University of
Colorado Boulder, where she researches and teaches early American and
ethnicUS literatures. She is the author ofTransamerican Sentimentalism and
Nineteenth-Century US Literary History, and her essays have appeared in
such journals as Studies in American Fiction, J, and American Literary
Realism. She coedited, with Jesse Alemán, a special issue of English Language
Notes on Latinx Lives in Hemispheric Context (). Her current project
usesUS naval writings to connect narratives and voices from the nineteenth-
century Middle East, Pacific, Caribbean, and US–Mexico borderlands.

  is Professor of English at Northwestern University, where
she is also affiliate faculty at the Center for Native American and
Indigenous Research. She is a non-Native scholar and the author of
Assembled for Use: Indigenous Compilation and the Archives of Early
Native American Literatures (Yale University Press, ) and Medical
Encounters: Knowledge and Identity in Early American Literatures
(University of Massachusetts Press, ). She is editor of “Good News
from New England” by Edward Winslow: A Scholarly Edition (University
of Massachusetts Press, ) and coeditor, with Lisa Brooks, of
Plymouth Colony: Narratives of English Settlement and Native Resistance
from the Mayflower to King Philip’s War (Library of America, ).

  is Associate Professor in the Departments of English
and African American Studies at Princeton University, where she spe-
cializes in nineteenth- and early twentieth-century African American
literary culture. She is the author of The Matter of Black Living: The
Aesthetic Experiment of Racial Data, – (University of Chicago
Press, ) and is the editor of the Norton Library’s The Marrow of
Tradition (). Her research and writing have appeared in American
Literary History, J, Women and Performance, and various
edited collections.
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  is Professor of English at the University of Maryland,
College Park. She is the author of Racial Reconstruction: Black
Inclusion, Chinese Exclusion, and the Fictions of Citizenship (New York
University Press, ) and Neither Fugitive nor Free: Atlantic Slavery,
Freedom Suits, and the Legal Culture of Travel (New York University
Press, ), and the coeditor of George Lippard’s The Killers
(University of Pennsylvania Press, ). Her work has appeared in
such journals as PMLA, American Literary History, Social Text, American
Literature, African American Review, and American Periodicals. She is the
recipient of fellowships from the National Endowment for the
Humanities and Mellon Foundation and served as the president of
C: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists (–).

  is Associate Professor in American Literature to  and
Codirector of the Queer Studies Network qUCL at University
College London. Yao’s Disaffected: The Cultural Politics of Unfeeling in
Nineteenth-Century America () received the Robert K. Martin Book
Award from the Canadian Association of American Studies, Duke
University Press’s Scholars of Color First Book Award, Honorable
Mention for the Arthur Miller First Book Prize from the British
Association of American Studies, and was shortlisted for the
University English Book Prize. Her work has appeared or is forthcom-
ing in American Quarterly, American Literary History, J, Journal of
Asian American Studies, Occasion, as well as edited collections, including
Q&A .: Voices from Queer Asian North American, The Cambridge
Companion to American Literature and the Body, and The Cambridge
History of Queer American Literature. Her honors include the American
Studies Association’s Yasuo Sakakibara Essay Prize. She is a BBC Radio
/AHRC New Generation Thinker and the cohost of PhDivas Podcast.
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