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PROPERTY AND ITS FORMS IN 

CLASSICAL GERMAN PHILOSOPHY

�e theme of property is directly relevant to some of the most divi-
sive social and political issues today, such as wealth inequality and 
the question of whether governments should limit it by introducing 
measures that restrict the right to property. Yet what is property? 
And when seeking to answer this question, do we tend to identify the 
concept with just one dominant historical form of property? In this 
book, David James reconstructs the theories of property developed 
by four key �gures in classical German philosophy – Kant, Fichte, 
Hegel and Marx. He argues that although their theories of property 
are di�erent, the concept of social recognition plays a crucial role in 
all of them, and assesses these philosophers’ arguments for the spe-
ci�c forms of property they claim should exist in a society that is 
genuinely committed to the idea of freedom.

Dav id James is Reader in Philosophy at the University of Warwick. 
His previous publications include Rousseau and German Idealism: 
Freedom, Dependence and Necessity (Cambridge, 2013), and Practical 
Necessity, Freedom, and History: From Hobbes to Marx (2021).
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