Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28722-7 — Emma Rice's Feminist Acts of Love
Lisa Peck

Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Elements™

Elements in Women Theatre Makers
edited by

Elaine Aston
Lancaster University

Melissa Sihra
Trinity College Dublin

EMMA RICE'S FEMINIST
ACTS OF LOVE

Lisa Peck
University of Sussex

e

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

il
ey

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009287227
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28722-7 — Emma Rice's Feminist Acts of Love
Lisa Peck

Frontmatter

More Information

.~ CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University's mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009287227

DOI: 10.1017/9781009287234
© Lisa Peck 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-009-28722-7 Paperback
ISSN 2634-2391 (online)
ISSN 2634-2383 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009287227
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28722-7 — Emma Rice's Feminist Acts of Love

Lisa Peck
Frontmatter
More Information

Emma Rice’s Feminist Acts of Love
Elements in Women Theatre Makers

DOI: 10.1017/9781009287234
First published online: June 2023

Lisa Peck
University of Sussex

Author for correspondence: Lisa Peck, lisa.peck@sussex.ac.uk

Abstract: This is a love story but not as you know it. Should an
academic study be framed in this way? Love seems an unlikely
bedfellow for critical thinking. Watching an Emma Rice production and
being in her rehearsal room you feel the love: a warm and generous
welcoming in, a joyful celebration of the theatrical exchange. What
produces this pleasurable affect and how might we consider its political
potential?

This Element positions Emma’s theatre-making, a body of work spanning
three decades, as feminist acts of love. Drawing on fieldwork research, her
practice is viewed through the critical lenses of feminisms and affect to
consider its contextual tensions, its ethics of affirmation, staging of
femininities and contribution to queer worldmaking. Mapping her work
from this perspective brings to light her important contribution to UK
feminist theatre, its love activism offering an emergent strategy for change.
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