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Modern Rwanda

Rwanda has been the subject of much research following the genocide 
against the Tutsi ethnic group in 1994. Moving beyond recent histo-
ries which examine Rwanda’s past predominantly through the lens of 
this tragic event, Filip Reyntjens utilises a longue durée framework to 
provide new insights into historical developments over the last 150 
years. Tracking the foundations of modern Rwanda from the mid 
nineteenth century to the present day, this book offers the �rst com-
prehensive examination of both the political continuities and ruptures 
which have shaped the country. Reyntjens examines the nineteenth-
century precolonial polity; colonisation from the end of the nineteenth 
century; the revolution of 1959–1961, followed by independence in 
1962; and the 1994 genocide, followed by the seizure of power by 
the Rwandan Patriotic Front. Across these periods of dramatic transi-
tion, this study demonstrates the role of both political constancy and 
change, allowing readers to reshape their understanding of Rwanda’s 
political history.

Filip Reyntjens is Professor Emeritus of Law and Politics at the 
University of Antwerp. He has specialised in the law and politics of 
Sub-Saharan Africa, particularly the Great Lakes Region, for over forty 
years. Previous publications include The Great African War: Congo and 

Regional Geopolitics, 1996–2006 (Cambridge University Press, 2009), 
Political Governance in Post-genocide Rwanda (Cambridge University 
Press, 2013) and Le génocide des Tutsi au Rwanda (Presses universitaires 
de France, 2017, 2021).
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