Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development
Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck

Frontmatter

More Information

THE CAMBRIDGE HANDBOOK OF ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Despite the global endorsement of the Sustainable Development Goals, environmental justice
struggles are growing all over the world. These struggles are not isolated injustices, but symptoms of
interlocking forms of oppression that privilege a few while inflicting misery on the many and
threatening ecological collapse. This handbook offers critical perspectives on the multidimensional,
intersectional nature of environmental injustice and the cross-cutting forms of oppression that unite
and divide these struggles, including gender, race, poverty, and indigeneity. The work sheds new light
on the often-neglected social dimension of sustainability and its relationship to human rights and
environmental justice. Using a variety of legal frameworks and case studies from around the world,
this volume illustrates the importance of overcoming the fragmentation of these legal frameworks and
social movements in order to develop holistic solutions that promote justice and protect the planet’s
ecosystems at a time of intensifying economic and ecological crisis.

SUMUDU A. ATAPATTU is Director of Research Centers and International Programs at University of
Wisconsin Law School, and Executive Director of the Human Rights Program. She is affiliated
faculty with Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights, Sweden, and lead counsel for human
rights at Centre for International Sustainable Development Law, Canada.

CARMEN G. GONZALEZ is the Morris I. Leibman Professor of Law at Loyola University Chicago
School of Law, and Professor Emerita at Seattle University School of Law. She has published widely
on international environmental law, human rights and the environment, and environmental justice.
Professor Gonzalez has chaired the Environmental Law Section of the Association of American Law
Schools, and served as member and deputy chair of the Governing Board of the IUCN Academy of
Environmental Law. She is currently a member of the Board of Trustees of Earthjustice, the largest
public interest environmental law firm in the United States.

SARA L. SECK is an associate professor with the Schulich School of Law and Marine &
Environmental Law Institute, Dalhousie University. In 2015, she received the IUCN Academy of
Environmental Law’s Emerging Scholarship Award. She is a regional director with the Global
Network for the study of Human Rights and the Environment.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck
Frontmatter
More Information

The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice
and Sustainable Development

Edited by
SUMUDU A. ATAPATTU

University of Wisconsin Law School

CARMEN G. GONZALEZ

Loyola University Chicago School of Law
and Seattle University School of Law

SARA L. SECK
Dalhousie University (Nova Scotia) Schulich School of Law

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck
Frontmatter
More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 100006, UsA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 31d Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #o5-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
DOLI: 10.1017/9781108555791

© Cambridge University Press 2021

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2021
First paperback edition 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
ISBN 978-1-108-47000-1 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-28193-5 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

List of Contributors
Acknowledgments

Foreword

Boaventura de Sousa Santos

Intersections of Environmental Justice and Sustainable
Development: Framing the Issues
Sumudu A. Atapattu, Carmen G. Gonzalez, and Sara L. Seck

PART I FRAMEWORKS

The Indivisibility of Human Dignity and Sustainability
Erin Daly and James R. May

Environmental Justice in the Global South
Usha Natarajan

Indigenous Environmental Justice and Sustainability
Deborah McGregor

Racial Capitalism and the Anthropocene
Carmen G. Gonzalez

Human Rights and Socioecological Justice through a Vulnerability Lens
Louis J. Kotzé

Social-Ecological Resilience and Its Relation to the Social Pillar
of Sustainable Development
Barbara Cosens

Environmental Justice and Sustainability: The United States Experience
Robin Morris Collin and Robert W. Collin

A%

page ix
p%

Xvil

23

39

72

86

101

115

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck

Frontmatter

More Information

vi

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Contents

PART II CASE STUDIES

STRATEGIES, CHALLENGES, AND VULNERABLE GROUPS

The Role of Public Interest Litigation in Realizing Environmental
Justice in South Asia: Selected Cases as Guidance

in Implementing Agenda 2030

Shyami Puvimanasinghe

Children’s Rights or Intergenerational Equity? Exploring
Children’s Place in Environmental Justice
Mona Paré

Indigenous Environmental Rights and Sustainable Development:
Lessons from Totonicapan in Guatemala
Patricia Galvio Ferreira and Mario Mancilla

Indigenous Ancestors: Recognizing Legal Personality of
Nature as a Reconciliation Strategy for Connective Sustainable Governance
Jacinta Ruru

Water Justice and the Social Pillar of Sustainable Development:
the Case of Israel
Tamar Meshel

Gender, Indigeneity, and the Search for Environmental Justice
in Postcolonial Africa
Damilola S. Olawuyi

Colombo International Financial City: An Example
of Unsustainability and Injustice?

Sumudu A. Atapattu, Joshua C. Gellers, and Lakshman
Guruswamy

TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND HAZARDOUS WASTES

Chemical Pollution and the Role of International Law

in a Future Detoxified
Sabaa A. Khan

China’s Cancer Villages
Quoc Nguyen, Linda Tsang, and Tseming Yang

Colonialism, Environmental Injustice, and Sustainable
Development: Nuclear Testing in the Marshall Islands
Antoni Pigrau

135

137

152

208

225

241

243

257

271

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck

Frontmatter

More Information

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Contents

RESOURCE EXTRACTION

The Vedanta (Niyamgiri) Case: Promoting Environmental
Justice and Sustainable Development
Stellina Jolly

Demarginalizing the Intersection of Ecological and Social

Disadvantage in South Africa: A Critique of Current Approaches

to Dealing with Historical Injustice — the Tudor Shaft
Case Study
Jackie Dugard

Sustainable Mining, Environmental Justice, and the Human

Rights of Women and Girls: Canada as Home and Host State

Sara L. Seck and Penelope Simons
ENERGY

Environmental Justice, Sustainable Development, and the
Fight to Shut the Poletti Power Plant
Rebecca M. Bratspies

The Indigeneity of Environmental Justice: A Dakota Access
Pipeline Case Study
Elizabeth Ann Kronk Warner

Energy Poverty, Justice, and Women
Lakshman Guruswamy

Energy without Injustice? Indigenous Participation
in Renewable Energy Generation
Adrian A. Smith and Dayna Nadine Scott

CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate Justice and the Social Pillar in California’s
Climate Policies
Alice Kaswan

Climate Change—Related Ecohealth Considerations for
Environmental Impact Assessments in the Canadian Arctic
Katherine Lofts and Konstantia Koutouki

Climate Justice, Sustainable Development, and Small Island
States: A Case Study of the Maldives
Sumudu A. Atapattu and Andrea C. Simonelli

vii

289

303

314

335

337

354

368

383

399

401

419

434

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development
Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck

Frontmatter

More Information

viii Contents

PART III CONCLUSION

29 Toward a Law and Political Economy Approach to Environmental Justice 453
Angela P. Harris

30 Beyond Fragmentation: Reflections, Strategies, and Challenges 470
Sumudu A. Atapattu, Carmen G. Gonzalez, and Sara L. Seck

Index 477

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck
Frontmatter
More Information

Contributors

Sumudu A. Atapattu is the Director of Research Centers and International Programs at
University of Wisconsin Law School, and Executive Director of the Human Rights Program.
She is lead counsel for Human Rights at the Centre for International Sustainable Development
Law, Canada, affiliated faculty at the Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights, Sweden
and formerly, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Rebecca M. Bratspies teaches at the CUNY School of Law and directs the CUNY Center for
Urban Environmental Reform. Her research explores the role of individuals and communities
in the regulatory state, human rights, environmental democracy, and food justice. Her environ-
mental justice comic books (Mayah’s Lot, Bina’s Plant) have been used widely in classrooms
and by state environmental agencies. She serves on the US Environmental Protection Agency’s
Children’s Environmental Health Protection Advisory Committee, is a member-scholar with the
Center for Progressive Reform and the Environmental Law Collective. She blogs with the
Nature of Cities. She is past chair of the AALS Section on Environmental Law.

Robert W. Collin is an author, environmental justice activist, and retired professor, with
master’s degrees in law, social work, and urban planning. He is a former member of the
National Environmental Justice Advisory Committee at the US Environmental Protection
Agency. Robert was appointed to the Oregon Environmental Justice Task Force, serving
continuously since its formation in 2009, and is currently vice chair.

Barbara Cosens is a University Distinguished Professor Emerita with the University of Idaho
College of Law, where she has taught for the sixteen years. Her LLM is from Lewis and Clark
Law School, JD from the University of California, Hastings, MS in geology from the University
of Washington, and BS in geology from the University of California, Davis. Her teaching and
research expertise is in water law, the law—science interface and water dispute resolution. She is
co-Pl on the Ul Water Resources IGERT focused on adaptation to climate change. She
cochaired the Adaptive Water Governance project made possible through support from the
NSF funded National Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center, SESYNC, and spent spring
2015 at the Goyder Institute in Australia comparing water law reform in western USA and
Australia during drought. In her outreach and engagement, she provides education and expertise
on the Columbia River Treaty as part of the Universities Consortium on Columbia
River Governance.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck
Frontmatter
More Information

X List of Contributors

Erin Daly is Professor of Law at Delaware Law School and Executive Director of Dignity Rights
International; she also serves as the Director of the Global Network for Human Rights and the
Environment. With James May, she has written extensively on human rights and the environ-
ment and on environmental constitutionalism. She is the author of Dignity Rights: Courts,
Constitutions, and the Worth of the Human Person (2012) and numerous other publications on
the emerging law of dignity rights. She and Professor May are working on the first global
casebook on dignity rights.

Jackie Dugard is an associate professor at the School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand
(Wits), where she focuses on power and exclusion. Jackie was a cofounder and the first
Executive Director (2010-2012) of the Socio-Economic Rights Institute of South Africa, where
she is a board member. Jackie was the founder and first Director of the Gender Equity Office at
Wits (2014—2010). She is on the Advisory Board of the Southern Centre for Inequality Studies at
Wits, and she is a global fellow at the Centre on Law and Social Transformation (Bergen
University), and an associated senior researcher at the Chr. Michelsen Institute in Norway. In
May 2019, Jackie became a member of the South African Ministerial Task Team to advise on
matters related to sexual harassment and gender-based violence at South African universities.

Patricia Galvdo Ferreira is an assistant professor in transnational law at the University of
Windsor Faculty of Law, in Canada. She teaches environmental law and international environ-
mental law, and is the Director of the Transnational Environmental and Policy Clinic. Dr.
Galvao Ferreira holds an LLB from the Federal University of Bahia in Brazil and an LLM from
the University of Notre Dame in the USA. She holds an S]D from the Faculty of Law, University
of Toronto, which she earned concurrently with an interdisciplinary PhD in dynamics of global
change from the Munk School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto. Dr. Galvdo Ferreira’s
research interests include transnational environmental law, transnational climate change law,
environmental justice, human rights law, and law and development.

Joshua C. Gellers is an associate professor in the Department of Political Science and Public
Administration at the University of North Florida, research fellow of the Earth System
Governance Project, and Fulbright Scholar to Sri Lanka. He is the author of The Global
Emergence of Constitutional Environmental Rights (2017).

Carmen G. Gonzalez is the Morris I. Leibman Professor of Law at Loyola University Chicago
School of Law. She is Professor Emerita at Seattle University School of Law. She has published
widely in the areas of international environmental law, human rights and the environment,
environmental justice, and food security. Professor Gonzalez holds a BA from Yale University

and a JD from Harvard Law School.

Lakshman Guruswamy is the Nicholas Doman Professor of International Law at the University
of Colorado at Boulder. His work explores how and why energy justice calls for the fashioning of
practical solutions for the energy poor inhabiting the least developed parts of the
developing world.

Angela P. Harris is Professor Emerita at the University of California, Davis School of Law. Her
work is centered on critical legal theory, including critical race theory, feminist legal theory, and
law and political economy. Her current work considers the impact of climate catastrophe on
theories of social justice.

Stellina Jolly is a senior assistant professor at the Faculty of Legal Studies South Asian
University, a Fulbright Scholar at the University of San Francisco, and a recipient of the

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck
Frontmatter
More Information

List of Contributors xi

International Visitors Leadership Program. Dr. Jolly’s research focuses on international environ-
mental law and conflict of laws.

Alice Kaswan is Professor and Associate Dean for Faculty Scholarship at the University of San
Francisco School of Law. An expert on climate justice, federalism, and US climate policy, she
received her BS in Conservation and Resource Studies from UC Berkeley and her JD from
Harvard Law School.

Sabaa A. Khan is an attorney member of the Barreau du Québec (Canada) and senior
researcher at the Center for Climate Change, Energy and Environmental Law (University of
Eastern Finland). She specializes in public international law as it relates to trade, environment,
and labor.

Louis J. Kotzé is Research Professor of Environmental Law at North-West University, South
Alfrica, and Senior Visiting Professorial Fellow in Earth System Law at the University of Lincoln,
United Kingdom. His research focuses on law and the Anthropocene, environmental constitu-
tionalism, and earth system law.

Konstantia Koutouki is a full professor at the Université de Montréal, Senior Fellow at the
McGill University Centre for Inernational Sustainable Development Law, and Executive
Director of Nomomente Institute. She has extensive expertise in international law as it relates
to the social, economic, and cultural development of local and Indigenous communities, as well
as the preservation of natural spaces and ancient knowledge. In particular she is interested in
traditional medicine, living soils, cultural expressions, and human/ecosystems well-being.

Elizabeth Ann Kronk Warner is the Dean of the S.J. Quinney College of Law at the University
of Utah, where she is also a professor of law. She is an enrolled citizen of the Sault Ste. Marie
Tribe of Chippewa Indians.

Katherine Lofts is a Research Associate with McGill University’s Disability-Inclusive Climate
Action Research Program and with the Canada Research Chair in Human Rights, Health, and
the Environment. She holds master’s degrees in both law and English literature, and has worked
at the intersections of environmental governance, human rights, and climate change for more
than a decade.

Deborah McGregor joined York University's Osgoode Hall law faculty in 2015 as a cross-
appointee with the Faculty of Environmental Studies. Professor McGregor’s research has focused
on Indigenous knowledge systems and their various applications in diverse contexts including
water and environmental governance, environmental justice, health, and climate justice.

Mario Mancilla is a law professor at the Universidad de San Carlos, at the Universidad Mariano
Gilvez, and at the Escuela de Estudios Judiciales de Guatemala. He teaches environmental law,
international environmental law, constitutional law, sociology of law, and philosophy of law. He
has been a visiting professor in several universities in Central America and the Dominican
Republic. Professor Mancilla holds an M.Sc. in constitutional law from the Universidad de San
Carlos de Guatemala, a PhD in law from the Universidad Mariano Gilvez de Guatemala, and is
doctoral candidate in political science and sociology at the Universidad Pontificia de Salamanca
in Spain. He is also an attorney and public notary for the Universidad de San Carlos
de Guatemala.

James R. May is Distinguished Professor of Law and Cofounder and Codirector of the Dignity
Rights Project and the Environmental Rights Institute at Widener University Delaware Law

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development
Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck

Frontmatter

More Information

xii List of Contributors

School, the Cofounder and Codirector of Dignity Rights International, and past inaugural chief
sustainability officer at Widener University, where he founded the Widener Sustainability
Initiative. He is an inductee of Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society, and the American
College of Environmental Lawyers, and has served as consultant to the United Nations
Environment Programme and the International Senior Lawyers Project, among others.

Tamar Meshel is an assistant professor at the University of Alberta Faculty of Law. Dr. Meshel’s
research focuses on international water law, international arbitration, and various areas of public
international law. She also teaches and researches in tort law, corporate law, and securities law.

Robin Morris Collin is the Norma J. Paulus Professor of law at Willamette University College
of Law. She is the first US law professor to teach sustainability courses in a US law school. Her
publications include “Restoration and Redemption,” in Moral Ground: Ethical Action for a
Planet in Peril (20m1).

Usha Natarajan is Edward W Said Fellow at Columbia University, Global South Visiting
Scholar at the University of British Columbia, and Senior Fellow at Melbourne Law School.
Natarajan was tenured at the American University in Cairo as Associate Professor of

International Law and Associate Director of the Center for Migration and Refugee Studies.
Previously, she worked with UNDP, UNESCO and the World Bank.

Quoc Nguyen is an attorney-adviser at the US Environmental Protection Agency Office of
General Counsel. She provides legal counsel and litigates on environmental information
law issues.

Damilola S. Olawuyi, SAN, is an associate professor of petroleum, energy and environmental
law at Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) College of Law, Doha, Qatar. He is also
Chancellor’s Fellow and Director of the Institute for Oil, Gas, Energy, Environment and
Sustainable Development (OGEES Institute), Afe Babalola University, Ado Ekiti, Nigeria. He
is an Independent Expert of the Working Group on Extractive Industries, Environment, and
Human Rights Violations in Africa formed by the African Commission on Human and Peoples’
Rights.

Mona Paré is Associate Professor at University of Ottawa’s Faculty of Law, Civil Law Section.
She holds a PhD in law from Queen Mary College, University of London. She is cofounder of
the Interdisciplinary Research Laboratory on the Rights of the Child at uOttawa.

Antoni Pigrau is Professor of Public International Law, Universitat Rovira i Virgili (Tarragona,
Spain), Director of the Tarragona Centre for Environmental Law Studies, and Director of the
Catalan Journal of Environmental Law. Antoni is a member of the European Environmental
Law Forum Advisory Board, and member of the Advisory Board of the Network on Business,
Conflict and Human Rights.

Shyami Puvimanasinghe is Human Rights Officer, Right to Development Section, Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Geneva, Switzerland, and a senior
research fellow, Centre for International Sustainable Development Law. Formerly senior
lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Jacinta Ruru (Raukawa, Ngati Ranginui) is Professor of Law at the University of Otago,
Codirector of Nga Pae o te Maramatanga New Zealand’s Centre of Maori Research
Excellence, fellow of the Royal Society Te Aparangi, and recipient of New Zealand Prime
Minister’s Supreme Award for Excellence in Tertiary Teaching.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck
Frontmatter
More Information

List of Contributors Xiil

Boaventura de Sousa Santos is a full professor at the University of Coimbra, School of
Fconomics, Department of Sociology, in Portugal, and a Distinguished Scholar of the
Institute for Legal Studies at the University of Wisconsin Law School. He has published
prolifically on issues related to law and globalization, legal pluralism, multiculturalism, and
human rights, and has taught at law schools and graduate programs in Brazil, England, Mexico,
Argentina, Colombia, Angola, Mozambique, and Spain, in addition to his current Coimbra,
Portugal and Madison posts.

Dayna Nadine Scott is an associate professor at Osgoode Hall Law School and the Faculty of
Environmental and Urban Change at York University. She is also the York Research Chair in
Environmental Law & Justice in the Green Economy. Professor Scott’s research focuses on
contestation over extraction, the distribution of pollution burdens, and climate justice.

Sara L. Seck is an associate professor with the Schulich School of Law and Marine &
Environmental Law Institute, Dalhousie University, Canada. Her research considers environ-
mental and climate justice with attention to gender, Indigenous law, and insights from relational
theorists; business, human rights, and transnational law; and critical approaches to public and
private international law and sustainable development.

Andrea C. Simonelli is an assistant professor of human security at Virginia Commonwealth
University and Founder of Adaptation Strategies International. Her research investigates climate-
induced migration as well as the relationship between island resilience, adaptation, and govern-
ance in the Maldives and greater Pacific, which includes extensive fieldwork.

Penelope Simons is an associate professor at the Faculty of Law (Common Law Section) at the
University of Ottawa. Her research focuses on business and human rights and in particular on:
the human rights implications of domestic and transnational extractive sector activity; state
responsibility for corporate complicity in human rights violations; the regulation of transnational
corporations; gender and resource extraction; as well as the intersections between transnational
corporate activity, human rights, and international economic law.

Adrian A. Smith is an associate professor at Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto, Canada. He
is currently serving as Academic Director of the Intensive Program in Poverty Law. His research
addresses labor, law, and political economy in colonial and settler colonial contexts.

Linda Tsang is a legislative attorney at the Congressional Research Service of the Library of
Congress. She works on legal issues related to environmental, energy, climate change, adminis-
trative, and constitutional law.

Tseming Yang is Professor of Law and Director of the Center for Global Law and Policy at the
Santa Clara University School of Law. In 2010—2012, he served as deputy general counsel of the
US Environmental Protection Agency. His research focuses on environmental justice as well as
comparative and international environmental law.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development
Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

This project would not have been possible without the collaboration and support of many
people and institutions. We would like to thank all our contributors, who produced their
chapters amidst many demands on their time. They were very gracious about the editorial
comments and suggestions and worked with us to ensure that the central themes of the book —
environmental justice and sustainable development — were highlighted in their chapters. We
would like to thank them for their contribution to our volume as well as their continued
dedication to scholarship and advocacy.

We owe a particular debt of gratitude to Sarah MacLeod, a recent JD graduate from the
Schulich School of Law, Dalhousie University, who worked tirelessly to ensure that all the
chapters were formatted properly and were ready for submission. Without her, we would have
been lost and this book would not have seen the light of day. Her dedication and meticulous
attention to detail as well as her editorial skills, were invaluable. Sara Seck is very grateful to the
Schulich School of Law, Dalhousie University for research funding in support of Sarah
MacLeod’s contributions.

We are most grateful to Professor Boaventura de Sousa Santos for writing the Foreword. We
would also like to acknowledge the support of Cambridge University Press, especially Matt
Gallaway, who very graciously accommodated our many requests for extensions.

Sumudu Atapattu would like to thank University of Wisconsin Law School for research
support and the students of the Wisconsin International Law Journal who hosted a symposium
in 2018 based on the book project in which many of the contributors participated. She gratefully
acknowledges the support of the Laurie Carlson Progressive Ideas Forum for supporting a
workshop following the symposium to discuss the edited volume.

Carmen G. Gonzalez would like to thank Seattle University School of Law and Loyola
University Chicago School of Law for the research support that made it possible to present the
ideas in this volume at several scholarly conferences and workshops.

Finally, we would like to thank our families for their continued love, patience, and ongoing
support and encouragement.

XV

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009281935
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-28193-5 — The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development

Edited by Sumudu A. Atapattu , Carmen G. Gonzalez , Sara L. Seck
Frontmatter
More Information

Foreword (on Living in an Interregnum)

This book deals with two main topics, one with an already long and controversial history
(sustainable development) and another with a shorter but equally controversial history (environ-
mental justice). It could therefore be one more book about conceptual history (the narratives,
discourses, and practices unfolding from such mainstream concepts) and a rereading of the
controversies that make up such history. The importance of this book lies in the fact that it is not
such a book. It is rather a book which, however fully accounting for the contemporary histories
of these topics and the controversies surrounding them, is dialectically (and tragically) aware that
it is coming at the end of an epoch dominated by these topics, an epoch consisting of both the
issues these topics credibly highlighted and the issues they cunningly obscured or made
invisible. In this way, the discussion on sustainable development slides into the discussion on
the highly problematic development of sustainability, as much as the discussion on environ-
mental justice slides into the discussion on the highly dubious justice in/of conceiving of the
environment as a separate entity, added to many other conditions that make life on earth
possible in a dignifying way for both humans and nonhumans.

The deep flaws of the mainstream renditions of the controversial trajectory of these topics
come out very clearly in this book. I identify three of them. First, as long as infinite economic
growth remains as a dogma we will be cruising the Titanic and be part of its fateful destiny. If
escaping is still possible, an intellectual and political move imposes itself: from alternative
development to alternatives to development. Second, this move is extremely difficult because
it demands confronting the three main modes of modern domination: capitalism (exploitation of
labor power), colonialism (racism, slave labor, accumulation by dispossession), and patriarchy
(sexism and all forms of gender discrimination). Third, global social justice is not possible
without global cognitive justice. If I am allowed to quote myself, “the quest for the recognition
and celebration of the epistemological diversity of the world underlying the epistemologies of
the south requires that these new (actually, often ancestral and newly reinvented) repertoires of
human dignity and social liberation be conceived of as being relevant far beyond the social
groups that caused them to emerge from their struggles against oppression” (The End of the
Cognitive Empire (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2018), p. 11).

This book sometimes suggests, sometimes cries loudly that we live in an interregnum, a period
similar to the one analyzed by Antonio Gramsci in the early 1930s and characterized by the fact
that the old is not yet completely dead while the new is not yet fully born. The antinomies of the
old go on causing much damage and suffering in the world to both humans and nonhumans,
while the new is forcing its entry into history more and more convincingly. The morbidity of our
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time lies in this historical and existential ambiguity. This book is by far the best I have read in
years about the antinomies of our historical and existential condition. It is therefore a must-read
for those who want to understand why so much rhetorical investment in the topics of sustainable
development and environmental justice have accomplished so little. And equally for those for
whom a new beginning is necessary, a new gestalt, with new concerns, radically different
objectives, discourses, practices, and, above all, different ways of knowing and living.
Boaventura de Sousa Santos
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