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Babylonian Jews and Sasanian Imperialism in Late Antiquity

From the image offered by the Babylonian Talmud, Jewish elites were
deeply embedded within the Sasanian Empire (÷÷÷–ÿþö CE). The
Talmud is replete with stories and discussions that feature Sasanian
kings, Zoroastrian magi, ûre temples, imperial administrators,
Sasanian laws, Persian customs, and more quotidian details of Jewish
life under Sasanian rule. Yet, in the scholarly literature on the Babylonian
Talmud and the Jews of Babylonia, the Sasanian Empire has served as a
backdrop to a decidedly parochial Jewish story, having little if any direct
impact on Babylonian Jewish life and especially the rabbis. Babylonian
Jews and Sasanian Imperialism in Late Antiquity advances a radically
different understanding of Babylonian Jewish history and Sasanian rule.
Building upon recent scholarship, Simcha Gross portrays a more imma-
nent model of Sasanian rule, within and against which Jews invariably
positioned and deûned themselves. Babylonian Jews realized their
traditions, teachings, and social standing within the political, social,
religious, and cultural conditions generated by Sasanian rule.

÷ÿÿ÷ÿ÷ ÷÷ÿ÷÷ is an Assistant Professor of Ancient Rabbinics in the
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations at the
University of Pennsylvania. Coauthor of The History of the “Slave of

Christ”: From Jewish Child to Christian Martyr and coeditor of Jews

and Syriac Christians, he was an AndrewW.Mellon Foundation Fellow
for Assistant Professors at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton;
and a recipient of an Alexander von Humboldt Foundation fellowship
for experienced researchers.
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