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The Mizo Discovery of the British Raj

High in the eastern Himalayan foothills, people had a unique vantage point

on the British Empire. The Mizo Discovery of the British Raj presents a

history of Mizoram in Northeast India told from historical Indigenous

perspectives of encounters with empire from the 1890s to the 1920s.

Based on a wide range of research and enriched by sources newly digitised

by the author through the British Library’s Endangered Archives

Programme, Kyle Jackson sheds new light on the complex and violent

processes of how and why diverse populations of highland clans in the

Indo-Burmese borderlands came to redefine themselves as Christian

Mizos. By using historical Indigenous concepts and logics to approach

early twentieth-century imperial encounters, Jackson guides readers into a

decolonial history of Northeast India, demonstrating the value of thinking

not just about the histories of colonized peoples and concepts but also with

them.

Kyle Jackson teaches at Kwantlen Polytechnic University.
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The Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland was founded in 1823

‘for the investigation of subjects connected with, and for the encouragement of

science, literature and the arts in relation to Asia’. The Bayly Prize was created

in 2018 by the Royal Asiatic Society to honour the outstanding contribution of

Professor Sir Christopher Bayly (1945–2015) to the study of world history. It is

awarded on an annual basis for a distinguished thesis on an Asian subject

submitted to a British or Irish university in the preceding year. Dr. Kyle

Jackson’s thesis Colonial Conquest and Religious Entanglement: A Mizo

History from Northeast India (c.1890–1920) was shortlisted for the 2018 prize

and subsequently accepted for publication by Cambridge University Press.
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