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Abstract: During the production of spoken sentences, the linearisation of
a ‘thought’ is accomplished via the process of grammatical encoding,
that is, the building of a hierarchical syntactic frame that fixes the linear
order of lexical concepts. While much research has demonstrated the
independence of lexical and syntactic representations, exactly what is
represented remains a matter of dispute. Moreover, theories differ in
terms of whether words or syntax drive grammatical encoding. This
debate is also central to theories of the time-course of grammatical
encoding. Speaking is usually a rapid process in which articulation

begins before an utterance has been entirely planned. Current theories
of grammatical encoding make different claims about the scope of
grammatical encoding prior to utterance onset, and the degree to
which planning scope is determined by linguistic structure or by

cognitive factors. The authors review current theories of grammatical
encoding and evaluate them in light of relevant empirical evidence. This

title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Keywords: speaking, language production, grammatical encoding, structural
priming, planning scope

© Linda Ruth Wheeldon and Agnieszka Konopka 2023

ISBNs: 9781009264556 (PB), 9781009264518 (OC)

ISSNs: 2753-9768 (online), 2753-975X (print)

www.cambridge.org/9781009264556
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-26455-6 — Grammatical Encoding for Speech Production
Linda Ruth Wheeldon , Agnieszka Konopka 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

1 Introduction 1

2 The Independence of Syntactic and Lexical
Representations: Evidence from Structural Priming 13

3 The Time-Course of Grammatical Encoding:
Planning Scope 33

4 Summing up 51

References 58

www.cambridge.org/9781009264556
www.cambridge.org

