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David traditions in the Gospel of Matthew’s story of Jesus’s death. He
provides a solution to the tension between Matthew’s assertion that
Jesus is the Davidic messiah and his humiliating death. To convince
readers of his claim that Jesus was the Davidic messiah, Matthew
would have to bridge the gap between messianic status and disgraceful
execution. Johnson’s proposed solution to this conundrum is widely
overlooked yet refreshingly simple. He shows how Matthew makes
his case for Jesus as the Davidic messiah in the passion narrative by
alluding to texts in which David, too, suffered. Matthew thereby par-
ticipates in a common intertextual, Jewish approach to messianism.
Indeed, by alluding to suffering David texts, Matthew attempts to turn
the tables of the problem of a crucified messiah by portraying Jesus as
the Davidic messiah not despite, but because of, his suffering.
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For Caitlin,
la vie est dure sans confiture,
mais avec du beurre beaucoup meilleure.
— Swiss proverb
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