
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-23849-6 — Networks of Reception in the Eighteenth-Century British Press
and Laurence Sterne
Mary Newbould
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements in Eighteenth-Century Connections
edited by

Eve Tavor Bannet
University of Oklahoma

Markman Ellis
Queen Mary University of London

NETWORKS

OF RECEPTION IN THE

EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY

BRITISH PRESS

AND LAURENCE STERNE

Mary Newbould
Kazimierz Wielki University

www.cambridge.org/9781009238496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-23849-6 — Networks of Reception in the Eighteenth-Century British Press
and Laurence Sterne
Mary Newbould
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009663199

DOI: 10.1017/9781009238465

© Mary Newbould 2025

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009238465

First published 2025

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-009-66319-9 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-23849-6 Paperback

ISSN 2632-5578 (online)
ISSN 2632-556X (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this

publication and does not guarantee that any content on suchwebsites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal, 56, 1°, 28003
Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org

www.cambridge.org/9781009238496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-23849-6 — Networks of Reception in the Eighteenth-Century British Press
and Laurence Sterne
Mary Newbould
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Networks of Reception in the Eighteenth-Century

British Press and Laurence Sterne

Elements in Eighteenth-Century Connections

DOI: 10.1017/9781009238465
First published online: October 2025

Mary Newbould
Kazimierz Wielki University

Author for correspondence: Mary Newbould, mcn23@cam.ac.uk

Abstract: Criticism and creativity characterised literary reception in
eighteenth-century Britain. The press – periodicals, newspapers, and
magazines – harboured the reviewing cultures belonging to the
emerging professionalisation of literary criticism. It also provided

a highly fertile ground for creativity, including imitative items inspired
by new publications, while critical reviews often incorporated parody.
The press fostered experimentation among often anonymous reader-
contributors, even while it facilitated the establishment of ‘classic’

works by recirculating well-known authors’ names. Laurence Sterne’s
reception was energetically shaped by the interaction between critical
and creative responses: the press played a major role in forging his

status as an ‘inimitable’ author of note.

Keywords: reception, newspapers, magazines, adaptation, Laurence Sterne

© Mary Newbould 2025

ISBNs: 9781009663199 (HB), 9781009238496 (PB), 9781009238465 (OC)

ISSNs: 2632-5578 (online), 2632-556X (print)

www.cambridge.org/9781009238496
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-23849-6 — Networks of Reception in the Eighteenth-Century British Press
and Laurence Sterne
Mary Newbould
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

1 Introduction: Networks of Reception 1

2 Reviewing Cultures 13

3 Excerpt Culture 26

4 Creative Reception 36

5 Conclusion: Creating Classics through the Press 59

Bibliography 65

www.cambridge.org/9781009238496
www.cambridge.org

