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Crime, Insecurity, and Community Policing

How can societies effectively reduce crime without exacerbating adver-

sarial relationships between the police and citizens? In recent decades,

perhaps the most celebrated innovation in police reform has been the

introduction of community policing, where citizens are involved in

building channels of dialogue and improving police–citizen collabora-

tion. Despite the widespread adoption of community policing in the

United States and increasingly in the developing world, there is still

limited credible evidence about whether it realistically increases trust in

the police or reduces crime. Through simultaneously coordinated �eld

experiments in a diversity of political contexts, this book presents the

outcome of a major research initiative into the ef�cacy of community

policing. Scholars from around the world uncover whether, and under

what conditions, this highly in�uential strategy for tackling crime and

insecurity is effective.With its highly innovative approach to cumulative

learning, this project represents a new frontier in the study of police

reform.
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IPA Innovations for Poverty Action (Uganda)

JLOS Justice and Law Secretariat (Uganda)

LNP Liberian National Police

MEVAL Policía Metropolitana del Valle de Aburrá (Colombia)

NPA New People’s Army (Philippines)

PMSC Santa Catarina State Military Police

PNP Philippine National Police

POP problem-oriented policing
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Meta-analyses

RCT randomized controlled trial

RdV Rede de Vizinhos (Brazil)

RPP research-practice partnership

UPF Uganda Police Force

UPP Pacifying Police Units program, Brazil

YIDO Youth Integrated Development Organization
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