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Haddi b. A
_
hmad Damān, 72

_
hadīth (sayings of Prophet Mu

_
hammad),

46, 81–83, 86, 213–214

al-H
_
a
_
drāmī, al-Murādī, 26, 68

Haffsiatou mint Mahmisigdigh, 237

_
hājj (pilgrimage), 54, 94, 96, 130, 143

_
hajjāba

in general, 7

accessibility, lack of, 30, 270

barzakh and, 22

colonial officials on, 114

comedy sketch on, 167–170

as crooks, 167–170, 171, 215, 271–272,

273–275

emirs, providing services for, 151–152

jinn and, 262–263n140

Laforgue on, 149

al-ruqya al-sharʿiyya, 172–173

secrecy by, 33

sell, countering, 206, 211–212, 215

See also l’
_
hjāb; shuyūkh
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al-H
_
akūma, 274

Hall, Bruce, 140, 229, 235

Halpulaaren communities, 65, 127, 199,

250

See also Pulaar (language)

Hamallah (Shaykh), 142n119

Hanretta, Sean, 138

Harrison, Christopher, 138

_
hassān (Arab warriors)

administration, lack of, 105–106

colonial officials and, 110–112, 126–127,

128–129, 155, 254

l’
_
hjāb, reliance on, 151–152, 152f, 162,

273, 277

occupational status of, 29, 104

spreading of culture, 63–66

violence, monopoly on, 70–71, 104,

128

zwāya and, 70–71, 72–73, 104, 243–244

H
_
assān (grandson of Prophet Mu

_
hammad),

227

H
_
assāniyya (language and linguistic

community), 28–29, 32, 63, 157, 199,

229, 264

See also
_
hrā

_
tīn

Hausaland, 89n56, 93, 96, 106

H
_
aw

_
d (administrative region), 124m, 131

healing

with camphor, 120–121

of COVID-19, 179–180, 183

early exchange of techniques of, 54

exorcisms, 173–174, 178–179

with herbal medicine, 120–121, 194–196,

276

with l’
_
hjāb, 7–9, 96–97, 276–277

al-Kābarī on, 56

Park on, 116

Qur’ān, 5–7, 33, 81–83, 276–277

sell, victims of, 192, 206, 211–212

by thistle pills, 178, 179–180, 183

with traditional medicine, 7–8, 86

wiping the sick, 82

health care, 138, 212, 276, 278

hearts, removing of, 193–194, 196

Hecquard, Louis Hyacinthe, 147

Henare, Amiria, 12

henna, 157

herbal medicine, 120–121, 194–196, 276

herding, 151, 152

al-
_
hijāb (head covering), 7n18

H
_
ijāz, 93–94, 96

_
hikma al-ka

_
hla (black magic), 102, 204, 264

“al-
_
hikma kuntiyya aw fūtiyya” (expression),

74–75, 98

al-Hindī, Tumtum, 51

historiography, 11–17, 19–20, 22, 31, 115,

153

l’
_
hjāb (Islamic esoteric sciences)

in general, 2–5, 6–10, 31–34

Ahl Guennar and, 222, 224, 226,

240–242, 243, 244–245, 246–250,

258–259, 261–262, 266

amulets (see amulets)

Arab descent linked to, 53, 74–75, 98

barāzikh and, 22, 24

colonial officials and (see l’
_
hjāb, colonial

officials and)

comedy television, portrayed in,

160–161, 162, 166–170, 171–172, 179

in contemporary Mauritania, 6, 157, 158,

162–163, 165–166, 168

daily life, use of in, 9–10, 12, 23, 36,

96–97, 118, 161, 171–172

durability of believe in, 278–280

exchange of, 47–48, 51–54, 59

healing (see healing)

historiography on, 11–17, 19–20, 22

history of use of, 50–51, 54, 56–58

illicit practices (see illicit practices)

Islam, as point of entry into, 239, 241

jedāwil (see jedāwil)

kādi
_
hīn on, 164–165

knowledge, Islamic, vs., 80–81, 92–93

Kunta and, 74–75, 77–81, 85, 87–88, 93,

98

material signs of, 33, 45, 113, 154–155,

162–164, 241

modern technology, 162–163, 166

modernity and, 156, 161–166, 171–172,

183, 277–278

Ould al-H
_
ājj Ibrāhīm on, 100–101

payment for, 8–9, 116–117, 119, 121,

168, 172

permissibility of, 50, 80–83, 88, 122,

156–160, 226, 279

political component of, 62, 96,

164–165

practical remedies, 122

practices, esoteric, 45, 75, 77–78, 80–81,

157

prayer economy, 2, 9, 167–170, 269–270,

271–272, 279

pregnancy and, 14, 194–195

privilege and, 276–277

protection (see protection)

punishment, used for, 66

Qur’ān, reliance on (see Qur’ān)

race and, 157–158, 222–223, 249

reform movements, 44–45, 96, 172–173,

181–183
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l’
_
hjāb (Islamic esoteric sciences) (cont.)

as scam, 147, 167–170, 171, 178–180,

273–274, 275

secrecy, 7–8, 32–33, 158, 226–227

sentimental reasons for seeking out, 119,

120, 149, 169, 170–171

Sufism and, 48, 74–75, 175

talismanic squares (see jedāwil)

talismans (see talismans)

tazzuba, 70–71, 73, 77, 130, 246–247

term, use of, 85, 87

transparancy requirement, 102–103

travel writing on, 116–122

women making use of, 119, 120, 146f,

149, 170–171, 195

women performing, 257–259

written charms (see written charms)

zwāya and, 65–66

See also invisible forces and entities;

lettrism; sell; si
_
hr

l’
_
hjāb, colonial officials and

in general, 34–35

anti-colonialism, 110–111, 126, 148

on gris-gris, 66–67

as heterodox practice, 147–149

Islam and l’
_
hjāb, 123, 135–136, 141,

147–149

on jedāwil, 35, 147–149

on jinn, 149

material signs, focus on, 113, 134–135,

154–155

sell, 190–191, 201, 202–203

sorcery, described as, 131–132

superstition, described as, 122

understanding, lack of, 112–115,

135–136, 148–149, 153–155

utilized against colonial officials, l’
_
hjāb,

23, 115, 123, 128, 133–135, 154

zwāya, collaboration with, 110–112,

119–120, 126–129, 134, 136–138,

141–146, 151–152, 155

See also Islam, colonial officials on

Holbraad, Martin, 12

holy war (jihād), 67–68

See also reformist movements; Shur Būbba

horses, 238

al-Ho
_
sātīa (wife of Sharīf Bubazūl), 230, 233

_
hrā

_
tīn (H

_
assāniyya speakers understood to

be of enslaved origin), 208–211, 213,

216–217, 218, 220–221, 225

Hunt, Lynn, 31

Hunwick, John O., 61, 62

Ibā
_
dī Islam, 47

Iblīs, 9, 149

Ibn Ba
_
t
_
tū
_
ta, 54

Ibn Khaldūn, 5n11, 84n35, 194n22

Idaw al-H
_
ajj (trading confederation), 72,

93, 151, 236–237, 239, 245, 255–256,

265

Idawʿalī (tribal confederation), 99, 230

Idaw-Da (tribe), 69n105

Idayaʿqūb (tribal fraction), 43

Idayshīlī (tribe), 214

idolatry (shirk), 94

Idrīs I, 227

Idrīs, Prophet, 51

al-Idrīsī, 50

Idrisid dynasty, 227, 230

illicit innovation (bidaʿ), 94, 157

illicit practices

in general, 21–22

Bamba on, 159–160

controversies surrounding, 58–59

discrediting political opponents, 60–62

fatāwā on, 34, 61, 79, 80, 160, 207

identifying of, 80–88

Islamic knowledge vs., 43

Mā’ al-ʿAynayn, performed by, 131–132

Ould Abuwāh on, 157

Ould al-H
_
ājj Ibrāhīm on, 100–102

saint veneration, 94, 97, 103, 181

unintelligible language, 83, 86, 96, 158

Wahhābi on, 94–95, 100–102

See also sell; si
_
hr

illnesses, 208

ʿilm al-
_
hurūf w-l-asmā.’ See lettrism

ʿilm al-raml (sand divination), 50, 61, 101

Imazighen, 47, 51, 63

incense, 194–195

India, 51, 84, 93, 168, 169, 193

infertility and fertility, 194–196, 208–209,

269–270

ink, 5, 7, 33, 162

international mining consortium

(MIFERMA), 165–166

invīl (technique of finding lost things), 87

invisible forces and entities

in general, 2, 3–4, 10

historiographical approach to, 11–17

Ould al-H
_
ājj Ibrāhīm on, 101

in Qur’ān, 20, 46, 49

in Saharan Islam, 76

sell and, 203, 219–220

See also l’
_
hjāb; jinn; sell

Iran, 262–263

Islam

Ahl Guennar and, 236, 240, 256–257,

271

intellectual nature of, 139–140
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knowledge, Islamic (see knowledge,

Islamic)

literacy and, 53, 140

race and, 24–25, 223

in Saharan West, 28

spreading of, 24, 47–48

in West Africa, 52–53, 96–97

Islam, colonial officials on

anti-colonialism and, 140, 142, 148

containment of Islam, 125–128,

136–138, 145–148

fétichisme, 139–140, 142, 145

l’
_
hjāb and Islam, 123, 135–136, 141,

147–149

l’islam maure, 35, 113, 140, 256

l’islam noir, 35, 113, 256

political component of Islam, 135–138,

141–144, 148, 154–155

proselytization, fear of, 114, 141,

146–148, 241

restricting Islam, 144

l’islam maure, 35, 113, 140, 256

See also Moors

l’islam noir, 35, 113, 256

Islamic East (mashriq), 47

Islamic jurisprudence. See jurisprudence,

Islamic

Islamic knowledge. See knowledge, Islamic

Islamic Republic of Mauritania. See

Mauritania

Islamist reformers.See reformistmovements

Israel, 263

jadhb (trance ritual), 132n77

al-Jazūlī, Mu
_
hammad, 59

jealousy, 82, 195–196, 204, 208–209, 220

See also evil eye

jedāwil (talismanic squares)

Bamba on, 158

Bezeid, A
_
hmad, 42

colonial officials on, 35, 147–149

in comedy sketch, 168

enslaved people, used against,

248–249

Fāll, S
_
ayār, 262

_
hassān relying on, 151–152, 152f, 162,

273, 277

al-Kābarī on, 56

Kunta and, 77–78

materiality of, 33, 162

N’degSʿad, 236–237

N’Derī S
_
ayār, 248–250

Ould Abuwāh on, 157

reformists on, 45

sell, used to counter, 192

seven-part square (musabbaʿ), 100

See also amulets; talismans; written

charms

Jews, 60n74, 122

Jibrīl b. ʿUmar, 94, 96

jihād (struggle or holy war), 67–68

See also reformist movements; Shur Būbba

jinn (spirits)

in general, 9–10

Ahl Guennar and, 231–232, 234–235

anthropological scholarship on, 18–19,

20, 22

colonial officials on, 149

in contemporary Mauritania, 165–166

exorcisms, 173–174, 178–179

_
hajjāba and, 262–263n140

as illicit practice, communicating with,

61

Kunta and, 77–78, 234–235

in Nouakchott, 165–166

protection from, 18, 120–121

rights gained through overpowering,

77–78, 234–235

Shamharūsh, 18, 62n82

in Sufism, 174

Jolof (polity), 224m, 243

jurisprudence, Islamic

criminal sanctions in, 208n78

discrediting political opponents, 61

God, reliance on, 49–50, 101

l’
_
hjāb and, 171

in Saharan West, 86–87

sharīʿa, implementation of, 87, 104

on si
_
hr, 49–50

slavery and, 140

Sufism and, 78–79

Kābara, 55, 56m, 90m

al-Kābarī, Mu
_
hammad, 55–58, 59

kādi
_
hīn (political movement), 164–165

Kaédi (city), 128, 224m

al-kāhina (prophetess), 51n37

Kajoor, 71–72, 90m, 224m, 238, 240, 243

Kane, ʿAbd al-Qādir, 71–72, 89n56, 99,

99n91

karamāt (miracles), 78

Karamokho Ba, 89n56

karkara (bloodsucking), 193, 199

See also sell

Karlsen, Carol, 211

Kassibo, Bréhima, 52, 53

Katsina, 92

al-Katsinawī, Mu
_
hammad, 89, 91n57, 92,

94

Keane, Webb, 12
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Kedjia Ijīl (salt mine), 56m, 77, 78, 90m,

149, 124m, 154, 234–235

Khalī Hinnā, 268n2

al-Khalifa (Mu
_
hammad al-Kuntī), 71n117,

80, 81–85, 97, 103, 193–196

al-Khalīl, Ibrāhīm, 215

Kharijites (Islamic sect), 97

Khumaynī, ‘Āyat Allāh, 263

Kīffa, 128n63, 163m

kings, 173n28, 175

Knight, Michael Muhammad, 5

knots, blowing on, 5, 84

knowledge, Islamic

in general, 30

discrediting political opponents, 62

exchange of, 51–52, 54, 55

of Fulbe, 75, 88

al-Katsinawī on, 92

of Kunta, 74–75, 77–81, 85, 87–88, 93,

98

race and, 31, 75

si
_
hr vs., 43

of zwāya, 30, 43, 65–66, 69–71, 104,

246

See also l’
_
hjāb

Kokkī (town), 71–72, 90m, 93, 124m,

224m, 240

al-Koni, Ibrahim, 1

al-Korī, ʿAli, 248–250

Koulikoro (town), 116

kufr (unbelief ). See unbelief

Kumbī S
_
āli

_
h (town), 27m, 52–53, 56m

Kunta (tribal confederation)

commercial dominance of, 76–79

Fā
_
diliyya, hostility towards, 132n77

jinn and, 77–78, 234–235

knowledge, Islamic, 74–75, 77–81, 85,

87–88, 93, 98

Ould Būna and, 103

Qādiriyya and, 76, 80, 93, 97–98, 132n77

salt mines, 76, 77, 149, 154, 238

on Shādhiliyya religious practices, 93

as warriors, 73n123

al-Kuntī, Mu
_
hammad (al-Khalifa)

(d. 1826), 71n117, 80, 81–85, 97, 103,

193–196

al-Kuntī, al-Mukhtār (d. 1811), 80, 86, 97

Ladies, The (television show), 171–172

Laforgue, Pierre, 109, 113–114, 148–150,

153, 154–155, 235n39

la
_
hma (dependent social status), 29

Lamtūna, 50

al-Lamtūnī, Mu
_
hammad bin Mu

_
hammad

b. ʿAlī, 58–59, 62, 96, 191–192, 199–200

language

Arabic, 7, 28, 48, 53, 60, 83, 156, 264

French, 32

H
_
assāniyya, 28–29, 32, 63, 157, 199,

229, 264

Latin, 48

Pulaar, 7n18, 199

sell, used to describe, 199, 203–204

Soninké, 7n18, 25, 52, 199

unintelligible, danger of, 81–83, 83, 86,

96, 102, 158, 197

Wolof, 7n18, 199, 264

Znāga, 63

Laʿrūssīn (tribal confederation), 73n123

Latin language, 48

legal experts (fuqahā’), 79, 105

legal opinions, nonbinding (fatāwā), 34, 61,

79, 80, 160, 207

legal questions (nawāzil), 81

leprosy, 59

Leriche, Albert, 143n122

lettrism (ʿilm al-
_
hurūf w-l-asmā’)

in general, 6, 7

Ahl Guennar and, 256n115

al-Idrīsī on, 50

history of use of, 15, 56–58

Kunta on, 85–86

Ould al-H
_
ājj Ibrāhīm on, 101

permissibility of, 80

Levtzion, Nehemia, 91

libraries, 113, 131, 137, 143, 154

Libya, 262–263, 266

lifting the veil of the senses (al-mukāshafa),

10–11, 14

ligzāna (technique of divination), 87, 101,

170

litany of prayers (wird), 97

literacy, 50, 53, 113, 117–118, 121, 147, 175

See also written charms

lithām (covering faces), 23–24

lizards, 77n6

Lobbo, A
_
hmad, 88, 89n56, 94, 98

love, 119, 120, 170–171

See also marriage

Luffin, Xavier, 233

luxury items. See commodities

Mā’ al-ʿAynayn, 130–132, 137, 142–143

Maʿaden el-Ervān (town), 218

Madīnat al-kilāb (Town of the Dogs),

26

al-Maghīlī, Mu
_
hammad b. ʿAbd al-Karīm,

60–61, 77n5, 93, 96

Maghreb (Islamic West), 47, 228, 245

magic. See divination;
_
hajjāba; l’

_
hjāb;

invisible forces and entities; lettrism;

sell; si
_
hr; written charms

ma
_
ha

_
dra (institution of advanced Islamic

education), 44
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ma
_
hdi (renewer of Islam), 67

Ma
_
hmūd Kaʿtī, 62n82

Ma
_
hmūda (freed woman), 215–217, 219

majnūn (someone who is possessed by jinn

or demons), 157

Malaya Peninsula, 19

Mali, 42, 181–182

Mali empire, 29n96, 56m

al-Mālik (Hammām Fāll), 163

Mālikī legal school, 25, 26, 29, 47, 79, 102

malnutrition, 209

See also diets; famine

al-Māmī, Mu
_
hammad, 21, 87, 99, 105

al-Mamūn, Mu
_
hammad, 109–111, 112,

129–130, 143, 268

manumission, 195, 200, 201

Maoism, 165

marabouts. See shuyūkh

Marrakesh, 25, 26

marriage

Ahl Guennar on, 245

colonial officials worried about political

alliances through, 251

l’
_
hjāb used to find partners, 119

l’
_
hjāb used to fix marriage, 120, 170–171

infertility and, 208–209

patrilineal descent and, 229, 233

sell and, 208–209

Sīdīna on, 213, 218, 220

Marty, Paul, 131, 140n112, 146–147, 252,

253, 255–257

Maryam (daughter of A
_
hmad Bezeid), 42

mashriq (Islamic East), 47

Masina, 90m, 106

Masʿūd (convert known for therapeutic

knowledge), 120

matrilineality, 18, 44, 229, 231, 232–234

Mauchamp, Emile, 142

Mauritania

colonization in (see colonization in

Mauritania)

constitution of, 173n28

development of, 138, 164

“hyphen” metaphor, 37

map, 163m

media landscape (see media; television)

urbanization, 165–166, 277–278

variety of populations in, 31

Mauritanian government

centralized state, 66, 150, 163–165, 174,

277–278

fraud, 272–274

modernity, 156, 161–166, 171–172, 183,

277–278

Mauritanian People’s Party (PPM),

163–164, 166n16

Mawlāy Zāyn, Sīdī, 99n93, 136

Mawlud Fāll b. Mu
_
hammadhen Fāll, 95n77

Mbul (coastal post), 238

McDougall, Ann, 197–198, 208, 234

McGovern, Mike, 163–164, 182

Me and My Uncle (television show),

168–170

meat consumption, 208

Mecca, 91–92, 93–94

See also
_
hājj

media

private sector, 160

radio broadcasting, 160, 163

social media, 161, 178–180, 272, 273

television (see television)

medicine, traditional (al-
_
tibb al-taqlīdī),

7–8, 86

See also healing; health care

Medina, 91, 94

Messaʿūda (freed woman), 215–217

methodology

anthropology, 16–19, 31, 153

ethnographic studies, 3, 16–17, 19, 31,

35, 138–139, 149–150

historiography, 11–17, 19–20, 22, 31,

115, 153

interviews, 31–32

primary sources, 14, 28, 33–35, 51

M’
_
heirith, 205, 208

MIFERMA (international mining

consortium), 165–166

migration, 27–28, 47–48, 63, 174–175,

238, 277

See also exchange, intellectual/religious/

commercial

milk

Ahl Guennar and, 230–231, 232–233,

266–267

breast milk, 56, 204, 230–231,

232–233

donkey’s, 245n76

N’Derī S
_
ayār’s spell, 248–249

wet nurses, 201, 204n65, 230–231

miracles (karamāt), 78

miraculous events

French colonial officials on, 110

Mā’ al-ʿAynayn, performed by, 130–131

al-Mamūn, performed by, 110

Moses, performed by, 83–84

Nā
_
sir al-Dīn, performed by, 66, 103

Ould Būna, experienced by, 103

Ould Majdhūb, experienced by, 68

transport, magical, 69–70, 236–238

al-Yadālī, performed by, 69

miscarriages, 194–196, 208–209

Mkhei
_
tīr, Mu

_
hammad ould, 164n10

modernity, 156, 161–166, 171–172, 183,

277–278
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Moors, 123, 139, 146–147, 198

See also l’islam maure

Morocco

Ahl Guennar and, 222–223

centralized state in, 26

colonial administration in, 138

exorcisms in, 173–174, 178, 181

al-ruqya al-sharʿiyya in, 173–174, 178

sharifism in, 227–229

Sufism in, 48, 174, 175

Moses, 83–84

Moudjeria (oasis town), 217

muʿallimīn (craftspeople), 209–210, 221

al-muʿawwidhatān (two protective ones), 5,

82, 84n35

Muhamad bin Moussa, 181

Mu
_
hammad, Prophet

activist Sufism and, 95

beard, coloring of, 157n3

blasphemy against, 163n10

descent of, 146, 224, 227–233, 266–267

divination, teaching of, 51

_
hadīth, 46, 81–83, 86, 213–214

on healing, 81–83, 86

jihād, authority of declaring, 68

Mawlāy Zāyn, appearing in dream of, 136

Mu
_
hammad I, Askiya of Songhay, 60–62,

93, 96

Mu
_
hammad b. ʿAbd al-Wahhāb, 91n61,

94–95, 160, 178

Mu
_
hammad b. ʿAbd Allah, Sultan, 247–248

Mu
_
hammad b. al-Mokhtār b. al-Aʿmash,

9n24

Mu
_
hammad b. Shams al-Dīn al-Maknī

Bubazūl. See Bubazūl, Sharīf

Mu
_
hammad al-Bashīr b. A

_
hmad Ma

_
hmūd,

8–9

Mu
_
hammad Fūdīya, 230

Mu
_
hammad Gayla, 216

Mu
_
hammad al-H

_
abīb, 251, 254

Mu
_
hammad al-H

_
āfi

_
z, 97, 104

Mu
_
hammad al-Mahdī b. al-H

_
ājj al-Bashīr,

8–9

Mu
_
hammad ould ʿAli al-Korī, 250

Mu
_
hammad ould La

_
hbīb, 129

Mu
_
hammad ould Mu

_
hammad Shayn,

71n117

Mu
_
hammadū ould Ma

_
hmūdin, 268n2

Mu
_
hammaden Fāll b. Mutālī al-Tendghāy,

86

al-mukāshafa (lifting the veil of the senses),

10–11, 14

al-Mukhtār al-Kuntī Sīdī, 80, 86, 97

Mukhtār Ndumbé al-Kabīr, 244

Mukhtār ould ʿUmar, 247–248

mulaththamūn (“wearers of the face veil”),

23–24

Mūlay al-ʿAbbas (fictional sharif ), 62n82

Mūlay Ismaʿīl, Sultan of Morocco, 106n112

Murīdiyya (Sufi path), 253n105, 256, 258,

262, 265

Musa, Mansa, 54n50, 59

musabbaʿ (seven-part square), 100

mushefr (encoded), 159

al-muss (bloodsucking), 180, 183

See also sell

al-muthallath (numerological squares), 85,

96, 99–100

Nabatea, 84

al-nafth (spitting), 82–83

See also saliva

al-Naqīl, ʿAbd al-Karīm b. A
_
hmad, 95n77

Nā
_
sir al-Dīn, 64–69, 72, 103, 138,

240–241, 242, 244

Nā
_
siriyya (Sufi path), 48

nawāzil (legal questions), 81

al-na
_
zra (technique of divination, sight), 7,

86n44, 87, 101, 130n68, 178

See also evil eye (ʿayn)

N’degSʿad, Mu
_
hammad, 236–239, 265

Nder (Waalo capital), 243

N’Derī S
_
ayār, 166, 248–250, 247n83, 265

Ndiao (village), 133

Niasse, Ibrahim, 213, 217

Nimjā
_
t (village), 129

nomadism, 44, 63, 125

See also
_
hassān

Nouakchott, 165–166, 258–259

Nouhi, Mu
_
hammad La

_
hbib, 80

Nū
_
h b. al-

_
Tāhir, 62n82, 193

numerological squares (al-muthallath), 85,

96, 99–100

oasis towns, sell in, 188, 196, 199–200, 208

O’Brien, Susan, 97

occult knowledge, 83

occupational status

in general, 29, 44

Ahl Guennar and, 222

of craftspeople, 209–210, 221

of enslaved people, 29, 64, 200, 218

of griots, 58

la
_
hma, 29

sell and, 209–210

Sīdīna on, 214

social equality and, 214

See also
_
hassān; social hierarchy; zwāya

Ottoman Empire, 144

Oulād Bu Sbaʿ, 132n77
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Ould Abuwāh, Mu
_
hammad, 156–160, 158f

Ould A
_
hmad ʿAbdī, ʿAbdoulaye, 216

Ould Ahmed Salem, Zekeria, 174–175

Ould al-Barā, Ya
_
hyā, 192

Ould Bilāl, Sīdī, 217n112

Ould Būna, al-Mukhtār, 99, 103–105, 132

Ould Cheikh, Abdel Wedoud, 12, 26,

246–247

Ould Daddah, Mokhtar, 37, 163–164, 165

Ould Ebnou, Moussa, 21

Ould al-H
_
ājj Ibrāhīm, Sīdī ʿAbd Allāh,

99–105, 132, 149, 192

Ould Majdhūb, “the Illuminated,” 68, 103

Ould Māyaba, Mu
_
hammad al-Habīballāh,

100

Ould Mayāba, Mu
_
hammad al-Kha

_
dir, 103

Ould Mu
_
hammad al-

_
Tolba, Shaykhāni,

213, 217

Ould Mukhtār, ‘Amar Fāll ould Massamba,

255

Ould Mukhtār, Ishagh, 170n23

Ould Tāh, H
_
amden, 41

palanquins, 236–237

Palestine, 263

Palmié, Stephane, 11–12

pandemic, COVID-19179–180, 183, 275

paper, 117, 118

Park, Mungo, 116–118, 121

Parti du Peuple Mauritanien (PPM),

163–164, 165n16

pastoralists, 91, 165

patrilineality, 229–230, 231, 232–234,

249

Pederson, Morten Axel, 13

Persia, 45–46, 149

pilgrimage (
_
hājj), 54, 94, 96, 130, 143

Pīr (village), 71–72, 90m, 93, 124m, 224m,

240

planet worship, 84

See also astrology

poetry, 42

poison, 86

Ponty, William, 146

Portendick, 64n87, 90m, 224m

possession, spirit (borī), 97

post-Salafism, 176

practices, esoteric, 45, 75, 77–78, 80–81,

157

See also illicit practices

prayer, 1–2, 177, 218

prayer economy, 2, 9, 167–170, 269–270,

271–272, 279

pregnancy, 194–196

See also breast milk; fertility and infertility

primary sources, 14, 28, 33–35, 51,

116–122

“primitive” nature, 139

progeny, 208–209

proselytization, 114, 141, 146–148, 241

prostitution, 202

protection

in general, 8

by Bezeid, A
_
hmad, 41–42

by Fāll, H
_
ammad, 234

of
_
hassān emirs, 151–152, 152f, 162, 273,

277

of houses, 18

by Islamic esoteric sciences, 96–97

from jinn, 18, 120–121

Park on, 116–117

Qur’ān, 5–6

against raids, 239, 273

against sell, 194, 195

seven-part square (musabbaʿ), 100

tazzuba, 70–71, 73, 77, 130, 246–247

in Trārza, 18

Pulaar (language), 7n18, 199

See also Halpulaaren communities

al-Qadhāfī, Muʿammar, 262–263, 266

Qādiriyya (Sufi path), 74, 76, 77n5, 80,

93, 97–98, 104, 109, 129, 132n77,

253

al-Qāʿida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM),

157–159, 181

Qom, 263

Quds Day protests, 263

Quellien, Alain, 139–140

al-Qūl, Shāykh, 269n2

Qur’ān

2:255, 5, 84n35, 85

17:82, 49n30

20:66, 83

41:44, 49n30

113, 5n11

amulets and, 81–82, 147

authority of, 5, 81–83, 102, 122, 162,

171, 173, 276–277

āyat al-kursī, 5, 84n35, 85

Bamba, Amadu, handwritten copy given

to, 256, 265

barzakh in, 21

concealed truths in, 49

on devils, 84n34

al-falaq, 5n11

al-fāti
_
ha, 5, 84n35, 85

healing, 5–7, 33, 81–83, 276–277

ingesting of words, 5, 7, 33, 116–117,

121–122, 162
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Qur’ān (cont.)

invisible agents, authenticating, 20, 46,

49

al-muʿawwidhatān, 5, 82, 84n35

Ould al-H
_
ājj Ibrāhīm on, 102

al-ruqya al-sharʿiyya (permitted recitation

of the Qur’ān), 172–173, 177–181,

183, 272, 279

on si
_
hr, 46

_
Tā

_
hā, 70, 83

al-Qur
_
tubī, 82

race

in general, 29

Ahl Guennar and, 222, 223–224,

239–240, 253, 264, 266–267

bī
_
dān (see bī

_
dān)

black magic (hikma al kahla), 102, 204,

264

Black people (see Black people)

colonial officials on, 35, 127–128, 131,

139–141, 153

ethnicity and, 235–236

les événements of 1989/90, 262

of Fulbe, 88–89, 98

in Ghana empire, 53

l’
_
hjāb and, 157–158, 222–223, 249

Islam and, 24–25, 223

proselytization and, 114, 141, 146–148

sell and, 190, 196–200, 201, 209–210,

219–220

si
_
hr and, 196–198, 263–264

white people (see bī
_
dān)

radio broadcasting, 160, 163

Ragāybāt (tribal confederation), 73n123,

109–110

raids

by Ahl Attam, 247–248

by bī
_
dān, 127–129, 245

by
_
hassān, 151, 254–255

by al-Mamūn, 109–111, 143

protection from, 239, 273

slave raiding, 243, 245

Ranger, Terence, 15

recitation with non-Arabic words, 81–83,

86, 96, 102, 158, 197

Reese, Scott, 10, 19, 20

reformist movements

in Arabian Peninsula, 94–95

by Dedew, 176–178

by Fulbe, 89–91, 92–94, 94–96, 98, 132

in Hausaland, 89n56, 93, 96, 106

against l’
_
hjāb, 44–45,96, 172–173,181–183

local contexts of, 96, 105–106

in Mali, 41–42, 44–45, 181–182

military requirement for, 104

against non-Muslim powers, 132

Sufism and, 94–95, 97–98

Wahhābiya, 91n61, 94–95, 97

religious authority

of Ahl Guennar, 240–242

gender and, 259

of Wolof-speaking students, 240

of zwāya, 30, 43, 65–66, 104, 246

remote vampirism, 205

See also sell (bloodsucking)

renewer of Islam (mahdi), 67

retribution, form of (tazzuba), 70–71, 73,

77, 130, 246–247

al-Ri
_
dā, ʿAlī (ould Mu

_
hammad Nājī

al-S
_
aʿ īdī), 223n3, 269n2, 271–272, 273

righteous ancestors (al-
_
sali

_
hīn), 172

rituals, 17–18

roads, 258–259

Robinson, David, 141

Rosso (city), 124m, 163m, 224m, 258–259

Roume, Ernest, 137, 141

ruqya (recitation), 81–83, 86, 96, 102, 158,

197, 279

al-ruqya al-sharʿiyya (permitted recitation of

the Qur’ān), 172–173, 177–181, 183,

272, 279

rural populations, 91, 165

Rushd al-ghāfil wa na
_
sī
_
hat al-jāhil (Ould

al-H
_
ājj Ibrāhīm), 100

Saʿadī dynasty, 227, 229

Saberū (freed man), 216–217

sacrificial slaughtering, 68

saghnīa (sorcerers/bloodsucking), 193, 199

See also sell

Sahara

in general, 3–4

as barzakh, 21–22, 29–30

colonization, 35, 111

economy, 44

education in, Islamic, 44, 47–48, 79–80

emirates, 90m

harsh environment, 9, 119, 121

l’
_
hjāb in, 9, 43, 59, 188

inhabitants, 22–24

Islam in, spread of, 24

Islamic culture, Saharan, 75–76, 113

Islamic jurisprudence in, 86–87

map, 27m, 90m

migration and exchange in, 27–30

political administration, lack of, 26,

43–44, 65–66, 105–106, 150

polities, 90m

religions in, 121–122
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sharifism in, 228–230

trade in (see trans-Saharan trade)See also

colonization in Mauritania;

Mauritania; West Africa

sa
_
harū (enchantment), 83–84

Saif, Liana, 46–47

Saint-Louis (Senegal), 124m, 125, 224m

saints

baraka emanating from graves, 42,

59–60, 63, 158–160, 182

criticism of veneration of, 94, 97, 103,

181

desecration of graves (see graves,

desecration of)

God, closeness to, 48–49

See also shuyūkh; Sufism

salafism, 41, 42, 182

al-
_
sali

_
hīn (the righteous ancestors), 172

saliva, 7, 66, 82–83

salt, 76, 77, 149, 154, 238

sand

divination, 50, 61, 101

from graves, 172

healing, used for, 33

S
_
anhāja (Berber) confederation, 23–24,

25–26, 52, 53, 64

Sansanding (town), 117

Sāqiya al-Hamrā’ (desert space), 130

Sarr, Assan, 234

Sarr, Intay, 240–241

Saudi Arabia, 178–179

“savages,” 139

Schmitz, Jean, 225, 241–242

scholarly elite (torodbe), 75, 88, 98

scholars. See education; Fulbe; Kunta;

zwāya

sciences of the unseen (ʿulūm al-ghayb), 77

secrecy, 7–8, 32–33, 158, 226–227

secret beneficial prayers (al-fawā’id), 56, 58

sedentarization, 151, 152

Sélibaby, 124m, 133–135, 138, 162, 263m,

224m

sell (bloodsucking)

in general, 187–191, 203–204

bitter blood, 194, 195

colonial officials on, 190–191, 201,

202–203

denial of accusations, 206, 211, 219

Eʿli Shieykh ould Momma, 1–2, 187–189

enslaved people and (see sell and slavery)

healing victims of, 192, 206, 211–212

karkara, 193, 199

al-Kuntī on, 193–194

legal counsil after, 207–208, 211–212

in oasis towns, 188, 196, 199–200, 208

occupational status and, 209–210

precolonial descriptions of, 191–194

pregnancy and, 194–196

protection against, 194, 195

punishment for, 206–207

race and, 190, 196–200, 201, 209–210,

219–220

remote vampirism, 205

saghnīa, 192, 193, 199

Sīdīna on, 215, 219

as si
_
hr, 194, 195–199, 204

slavery and (see sell and slavery)

social hierarchy and, 187, 189–190,

210–211, 211–212, 220–221

soul-eating, 199

symptoms of victims, 205–206

unique to Saharan West, 87

women and (see sell and women)

sell and slavery

countering of, by
_
hajjāba, 188

enslaved accused of sell, 190–192,

196–201, 207–209, 220–221,

278–279

Sīdīna and, 216–217

sell and women

Mu
_
hammad al-Kuntī on, 194–195

in oasis towns, 200

Sīdīna and, 215–216

women accused of sell, 189, 192,

204–206, 208–211

Senegal, 125, 138, 179n51, 223, 224–225

Senegal River Valley, 66–67, 127, 224–225,

224m, 241, 245–246, 262

Senegambia, 18

Senghor, Léopold Sédar, 163n10

Service des affaires musulmanes, 137, 146

Sevea, Teren, 20

seven-part square (musabbaʿ), 100

Seville, 26

Shādhiliyya (Sufi path), 48, 69, 76, 79n19,

93, 253

Shamharūsh (jinn), 18, 62n82

Shams al-Dīn, 68, 231, 232

Shams al-maʿārif (A
_
hmad al-Būnī), 101

sharīʿa. See Islamic jurisprudence

sharifism. See Ahl Guennar, prophetic

descent of; shurafā’

shayā
_
tīn (devils), 84n34, 174

al-Shaykh Mu
_
hammad al-H

_
āfi

_
z al-Tījānī,

213n98

Shaykh ould Ovāh, 268n2

shaykhs. See
_
hajjāba; shuyūkh

Sherakūba (aunt of S
_
ayār Fāll), 258–262,

266

Shīʿism, 94, 263, 265n145
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Shinqī
_
t

education in, 63, 79–80, 93

Ould al-H
_
ājj Ibrāhīm in, 99

political authority in, 26

postcolonial discourse on, 265

sell in, 205–206

as trading town, 54

al-Shinqī
_
t (A

_
hmad ould al-Amīn),

196–198, 200

shirk (idolatry), 94

Shiyam al-zwāya (al-Yadālī), 69

shrines, 237n44

Shur Būbba (war), 44–45, 64–73, 91,

240–244

shurafā’ (descendants of the Prophet), 146,

224, 227–233

See also Ahl Guennar, prophetic descent

of

shuyūkh (Sufi teachers and guides)

colonial officials and, 110–112, 119–120,

126–129, 134, 136–138, 141–146,

151–152, 155

in contemporary Mauritania, 175

God, closeness to, 48–49

mobility, restricting of, 112, 143

postcolonial state-relations with,

163–164

See also
_
hajjāba

S
_
iddīqiyya (Sufi path), 257

Sīdīna, Mu
_
hammad Lemīn ould, 212–219,

220

Sīdiyya Bābā, 128–129, 274

Sīdiyya family, 98, 132n77, 151, 274–275

Sīdiyya al-Kabīr, 12n37, 80, 85–86, 100,

274

si
_
hr (sorcery)

in general, 5

comedy sketch on, 169–170

l’
_
hjāb and, 172–173, 264

Islamic knowledge vs., 43

Mā’ al-ʿAynayn, performed by, 131–132,

143n122

Mu
_
hammad al-Kuntī on, 83–85

Ould al-H
_
ājj Ibrāhīm, 99–100

permitted uses of, 84–86

punishment for, 49–50, 61, 195, 206–207

in Qur’ān, 46

race and, 196–198, 263–264

Saʿd Būh accused of using, 129

sell as, 194, 195–199, 204

seven-part square (musabbaʿ), 100

treating of, 183

unintelligible language as, 83

Sijilmāsa (town), 25, 27m, 47, 52n44, 56m,

79n19

slave trade

after Shur Būbba, 64, 91

commodities, enslaved people as, 24, 64,

127, 238

kidnapping, 243, 245

slavery

abolition of, 22, 133–134, 155, 188, 190,

201–202, 211, 278–279

Ahl Guennar and, 238, 239, 242–243,

244, 252, 254

Black non-Muslims as legally

enslaveable, 24–25, 140

ceddo (soldiers), 242, 252n99

in colonial period, 201–202, 211

diets of enslaved people, 200, 208

genealogy and, 242

_
hrā

_
tīn, 208–211, 213, 216–217, 218,

220–221, 225

jedāwil used against enslaved people,

248–249

killing of enslaved people, 207

manumission, 195, 200, 201

occupational status, 29, 64, 200, 218

sell associated with (see sell and slavery)

Sīdīna on, 215–218

in Tigumā
_
tīn, 239

women, enslaved, 189, 192, 200, 201,

208–211

zwāya scholars and, 239, 246

Smāra (town), 44, 130, 252n99

Smāsīd (tribal confederation), 68, 212, 214,

217, 231, 245

snakes, 1, 70n111, 83, 234, 264

social hierarchy

in general, 29

sell and, 187, 189–190, 209–211,

211–212, 220–221

Sīdīna on, 213–214, 215–216, 217–218

See also gender; genealogy; occupational

status; race

social media, 161, 178–180, 272, 273

soldiers of enslaved origin (ceddo), 242,

252n99

Songhay empire, 56m, 60–63, 105, 199,

229

Soninké (language), 7n18, 25, 52, 199

Sonni ʿAlī Ber, 60, 61–62

sorcery. See si
_
hr (sorcery)

soul-eating, 199

Spadola, Emilio, 173–174, 175

spirit possession (borī), 97

spirits. See jinn

spiritual mediators

in general, 2–4

jinn and, 9–11, 262–263n140
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reformists on, 102

respect earned by, 119–120

in Tijāniyya Sufism, 104–105

See also
_
hajjāba; shuyūkh

spiritual world, 9–11, 20

spitting (al-nafth), 82–83

See also saliva

Stewart, Charles, 274

Sufism

in general, 15, 48–49

affiliations, shifting of, 104–105

Ahl Guennar and, 265n145

barzakh in, 20–21

colonial officials and, 110–112, 119–120,

126–129, 134, 136–138, 141–146,

151–152, 155

criticism of, 103

Dedew on, 176–177

exchange of, 174–175

Fā
_
diliyya path, 98, 129–130, 131n74,

132n77

Ghu
_
zfiyya path, 136–137, 141

l’
_
hjāb and, 74–75, 175

Islamic jurisprudence and, 78–79

jinn in, 174

in Morocco, 48, 174, 175

Murīdiyya path, 253n105, 256, 262, 265

Nā
_
siriyya path, 48

in postcolonial Mauritania, 174–175, 176

Qādiriyya path, 74, 76, 80, 93, 97–98,

132n77, 253

reformist movements and, 94–95, 97–98

saints in (see saints)

Shādhiliyya path, 48, 69, 76, 79n19, 93,

253

shuyūkh (see shuyūkh)

S
_
iddīqiyya path, 257

ta
_
sawwuf (knowledge), 10

in Tigumā
_
tīn, 265n145

Tijāniyya path, 74, 95, 97–98, 104–105,

213

summoning of spirits to find lost things

(invīl), 7

Sunni Mālikī Islam, 25, 26, 29, 47, 79, 102

superstition, 11–12, 122

surveillance, 109–111, 125, 137–138,

142–144, 255–257

al-Suyū
_
tī, Jalāl al-Dīn, 58, 59, 60, 62n82,

191–192

Sy, Malik, 89n56, 90–91n57

Tagānt (emirate), 72, 90m, 99, 124m,

128n63

Tāhart (town), 47

Tajakānet (tribal confederation), 103

takfīr (unbelief ). See unbelief

Takrūr (polity), 27m, 53, 89

talismans

al-Lamtūnī on, 58–59

astrology and, 46–47

in contemporary Mauritania, 6, 157, 158,

162–163, 168

electronic, 162–163

European travellers making, 116–119,

120–122

as illicit practice, 45, 58–59, 61, 157

squares, talismanic (see jedāwil (talismanic

squares))

See also amulets; written charms

talk shows, 171–172

tamā’im. See amulets (tamā’im)

Tamghart, 41, 43

Taneja, Anand Vivek, 18

tarbiya (spiritual training), 104–105

Tārīkh al-fettāsh (chronicle), 62n82

Tarrūz bin Haddāj, 244n73

ta
_
sawwuf (Sufi knowledge), 10

Tāshadbīt (trading confederation), 237

Tashumsha (zwāya confederation), 43, 64,

65, 69–70, 231

taxation, 104, 111, 151, 249, 255–256, 273

_
Tāya, Muʿāwiya ould Sīd A

_
hmad, 176, 273

tazzuba (form of retribution), 70–71, 73,

77, 130, 246–247

television

comedy, 160–161, 162, 166–170,

171–172, 179

debate on l’
_
hjāb, 156–160

private sector, 160

talk shows, 171–172

Tendgha (tribe), 231

terrorism, 175

Thiam, Aissa, 243

thistle pills, 178, 179–180, 183

Thurston, Alexander, 176

al-
_
tibb al-taqlīdī (traditional medicine), 7–8,

86

Tigumā
_
tīn (village), 163m, 224m

in general, 265–266

droughts in, 257n120, 260

education in, 239–240, 254–255

family tensions in, 257–258, 259–264

Gàmmu festival, 265

investment and development in,

262–263, 266

jinn in, 166

Mu
_
hammad N’degSʿad in, 236–239

N’Derī S
_
ayār, 246–250

origin story of Ahl Guennar, 222, 224,

231–232, 235
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Tigumā
_
tīn (village) (cont.)

Quds Day protests, 263

shrine, 237n44

slavery in, 239

Sufism in, 265n145

wells, 231, 244, 258, 260–261

See also Trārza (emirate)

al-Tījānī, A
_
hmad, 95, 97

Tijāniyya (Sufi path), 74, 95, 97–98,

104–105, 213

Tījīkja (town), 124m, 137, 196–198, 163m,

224m

Tijunīn, 109–111, 124m, 143

Timbo (town), 89n56, 90m

Timbuktu (town), 27m, 56m, 90m, 124m

destruction of graves in, 42, 157

exchange in, intellectual, 44, 54, 56,

59–60, 62–63

fall of, 111–112

l’
_
hjāb in, 55, 59–60

Islamist reform in, 181–182

Tīshīt (town), 26, 27m, 54, 56m, 63, 90m,

124m, 128n63, 265

tombs, 26, 68, 70n111, 94, 103

See also graves

torodbe (scholarly elite), 75, 88, 98

See also education; Fulbe

Touba (city), 163m, 262, 265, 266

Toungen (village), 163m, 224m, 224, 238,

239, 243–244, 246, 252

Touré, Sékou, 164–165

trade

commodities (see commodities)

Kunta, 76

slave trade (see slave trade)

trading confederations (see specific trading

confederations)

trans-Atlantic, 64

trans-Saharan (see trans-Saharan trade)

between Wolof populations and bī
_
dān,

225

traditional medicine (al-
_
tibb al-taqlīdī), 7–8,

86

trance ritual (jadhb), 132n77

Tranchant (French commander), 110–111

translating of texts, 48

transport, magical, 69–70, 236–238

trans-Saharan trade

Ahl Guennar and, 236, 237–238

Almoravid, conquered by, 25

colonialism, impact of, 22, 44, 111–112

exchange of ideas through, 44, 47, 54

map, 56m

See also slave trade

Trārza (emirate), 90m

Ahl Guennar and, 223, 243–246,

246–251, 265

amulets worn by emirs from, 151, 152f

jinn in, protection of, 18

map, 90m, 124m

military control in, 128n63

political instability in, 105n111

Saʿd Būh in, 129

Shur Būbba in, 72

See also Tigumā
_
tīn (village)

travel writing, 116–122

trees, 68, 70n111, 248

tribes, 163, 214

See also specific tribes and tribal

confederations

Trumbull IV, George, 138

Tuareg people, 121, 181, 125, 197n33,

223n2

tuberculosis, 203n58

Tungād (village), 90m, 124m, 208, 216

turbans, 130, 157

ʿulamā’ (scholars). See education; Fulbe;

Kunta; zwāya

ʿulūm al-bā
_
tin (inner sciences), 10, 49

ʿulūm al-ghayb (sciences of the unseen),

77

ʿulūm al-
_
zāhir (exoteric Islamic sciences),

49, 99, 102, 104

ʿUmar ould ʿAli Shan
_
zūra, 247

‘Umar Tāll, al-H
_
ājj, 89n56, 94, 95, 97–98,

136n98, 138

umm al-tirkī (cousin of S
_
ayār Fāll), 264n143

umma (global Muslim community), 162

unbelief

discrediting political opponents, 61–62

punishment for, 49–50, 194–195

reformist movements, 93, 94–95, 97, 103

saints, belief in, 94–95, 103

sorcery used to identify unbelievers, 84

United Arab Emirates, 174n35

urbanization, 165–166, 277–278

al-Vakhāma, 274–275

vampirism, remote, 205

vandalism. See graves, desecration of

veiling, 7, 23–24, 29, 146f

Vikør, Knut, 94

violence

by
_
hassān, 69n110, 70–71, 104

against Jews, 60n74

Ould Būna on, 99n91

protection from, 42

against sorcerers, 206–208

against women, 69n110
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visions, 136

Voisin (French commander), 140

Voll, John, 91, 95

Waalo (polity), 90m, 225, 224m, 240, 243,

250–252, 253

Wādān (town), 56m, 90m, 124m

Kunta in, 77

N’degSʿad moving away from, 236–237

scholarship in, 63, 79–80, 93

as trading town, 26, 54, 265

Wahhābi activism, 91n61, 94–95, 97, 101,

178, 181

Walāta (town), 26, 48, 54, 56m, 63, 79n19,

90m, 124m, 163m, 265

walī. See
_
hajjāba; shuyūkh; spiritual

mediators

war (Shur Būbba), 44–45, 64–73, 91,

240–244

Ware, Rudolph, 55, 56, 278

Warjābī b. Rābīs, 53

warriors, Arab. See
_
hassān

al-Wasī
_
t (al-Shinqī

_
t), 196–198, 200

Wastell, Sari, 12

weapons, 64, 73, 133

“wearers of the face veil” (mulaththamūn),

23–24

Webb, James, 233–234, 238

Weber, Max, 268

wells, 78, 110n7, 134–135, 231, 244, 258,

260–261

West Africa

abolition of slavery, 201

al-Suyū
_
tī and, 59

l’
_
hjāb in, 31–32, 52–54

Islam and race in, 24–25

map, 90m, 124m, 163m

revolutionary events in, 93–94

See also Mauritania; Sahara

Western Sahel, 90m, 95, 116–117

wet nurses, 201, 204n65, 230–231

See also breast milk

WhatsApp, 178–179

“white”, Arabophone inhabitants of

Saharan West (bī
_
dān). See bī

_
dān

White, Luise, 203

wird (litany of prayers), 97

witchcraft and witchcraft trials, 154n153,

210–211, 219

Wolof populations

Ahl Guennar and, 223–226, 233–234,

239–240

on Bamba, 264

bī
_
dān, relations with, 225–226, 250–251

clerical revolutions, 65

education of, 239–240

language, 7n18, 199, 264

raids by, 245–246

soul-eating in, 199

Wolof Guennar-Guennar, 225–226

Wolof Waalo-Waalo, 225–226, 240

women

breast milk, 56, 204

dhikr performances, attending mixed-

gender, 213

domestic servants, 209

enslaved, 189, 192, 200, 201, 208–211

fertility and infertility, 194–196,

208–209, 269–270

gender equality, 213–214, 217–218

l’
_
hjāb, performing, 257–259

l’
_
hjāb, use of, 119, 120, 146f, 149,

170–171, 195

instruments, playing, 58

marriage, 119, 120, 170–171

matrilineality, 18, 44, 229, 231, 232–234

of noble status, 213, 218

pregnancy, 194–196

prostitution, 202

sell associated with (see sell and women)

Sīdīna on, 213–214

violence against, 69n110

World War II, 202

Wright, Zachary, 55, 80, 95

written charms

gris-gris, 66–67, 134–135, 182, 255

incomprehensible words, 83, 96

ingesting of words, 5, 7, 33, 116–117,

121–122, 162

magical properties of writing, 5–6, 49,

116–118

permissibility of, 83, 96, 122

See also amulets; jedāwil; Qur’ān;

talismans

al-Yadālī, Mu
_
hammad, 69, 70, 71–72

Ya
_
hyā b. Ibra

_
hīm, 25

Yerim Koodé, 240–241

al-
_
zāhir, ʿulūm (exoteric Islamic sciences),

49, 99, 102, 104

Zaynab (Berber woman), 25

zemān al-hayekul (time of reform),

260n132

Zenāta tribe, 25, 230

al-Zenātī, Abū ʿAbd Allah Mu
_
hammad,

51–52

Znāga (language), 63

znāga (social group of tributary status), 29,

214, 218, 220
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zwāya (social group of scholarly status)

in general, 29

colonial officials and, 110–112, 119–120,

126–129, 134, 136–138, 141–146,

151–152, 155

Fāll, H
_
ammad and, 233

Kunta as, 77–81, 85, 87–88, 93

political power and, 273

religious authority of, 30, 43, 65–66,

69–71, 104, 246

Shur Būbba, consequences of, 64–68,

70–71, 71–73, 244

Sīdīna and, 217–218

slavery and, 239, 246

tazzuba, 70–71, 73, 77, 130,

246–247

al-Yadālī on, 69–71

See also
_
hassān; Kunta (tribal

confederation); Tashumsha (zwāya

confederation)
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