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THE MASCULINITIES OF JOHN MILTON

�e Masculinities of John Milton is the �rst published monograph on 
Milton’s men. Examining how Milton’s fantasies of manly authority 
are framed in his major works, this study exposes the gaps between 
Milton’s pleas for liberty and his assumptions that White men like 
himself should rule his culture. From schoolboys teaching each other 
how to tra�c in young women in the Ludlow Masque, to his treatises 
on divorce that make the wifeless husband the best possible citizen, 
and to the later epics, in which Milton wrestles with male small talk 
and the ladders of masculine social power, his verse and prose draw 
from and amplify his culture’s claims about manliness in education, 
warfare, friendship, citizenship, and conversation. �is revolution-
ary poet’s most famous writings reveal how ambivalently manhood is 
constructed to serve itself in early modern England.

Elizabeth Hodgson  is Professor of English Literature at the 
University of British Columbia (UBC). She has published Gender 
and the Sacred Self in John Donne (1999), Grief and Women Writers in 
the English Renaissance (2015), and many articles and book chapters 
on English Renaissance literary cultures.
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In memory of Gordon Wilkie Stewart, 1928–2019

�e just man walketh in his integrity:
his children are blessed after him.

Proverbs 20:7
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book. I know you listen because you care. �at is a great gift. Bless you all.
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could do it – that I would do it.

�ree small excerpts of my previously published book chapters have 
found new homes in these pages. My thanks to Ashgate Publishing, 
University of Toronto Press, and the University of Nebraska Press for per-
mission to brie�y cite my former self in a new context.

Lastly, I have been guided to this point by the generous editors and 
expert readers of Cambridge University Press; this debt of thoughtful and 
intelligent reading can never be repaid. Of course, in a project with this 
scope, there will undoubtedly be a major scholar I have missed, an impor-
tant collection somehow uncited, an excellent conference paper misre-
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