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SAMUEL BECKETT ’S POETRY

Samuel Beckett’s Poetry is the first book-length study of Beckett’s
complete poetry, designed for students and scholars of twentieth-
century poetry and literature, as well as for specialists of Beckett’s
work. This volume explores how poetry provided Beckett with a
medium of expression during key moments in his life, from his
earliest attempts at securing a reputation as a published writer, to
the work of restoring his own speech while suffering aphasia shortly
before his death. Often these were moments of desperation and
discouragement when more substantial works were not possible:
moments of illness, of personal loss or of public disaster. This volume
includes an introduction that contextualizes Beckett as a poet, and a
chronology of the composition and publication of all his known
poems. Essays offer a range of critical perspectives, from translation
theory, war poetics and Irish Studies, to Beckett’s debts to
Modernism, Romanticism and the Jazz Age.

  is Lecturer in the Department of Modern Languages
and Classics and Preceptor in the Honors College of the University of
Maine. His work in twentieth-century British and Irish literature
attends to theories of the lyric, literary aesthetics and classical recep-
tion studies. His essays have appeared in Twentieth-Century
Literature, Paideuma: Modern and Contemporary Poetry and Poetics
and Translation Studies, among other venues.

  is Research Fellow at the University of Reading.
His books on Samuel Beckett include Samuel Beckett and the Second
World War () and the edited volume Beckett and Politics (,
with Helen Bailey).
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