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document body, 90
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document head, 90, 108

content, 110
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length, 110
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Flesch Reading Ease score, 6

Flesch-Kincaid score, 6

front-loading

improving predictions, 110

full stops, 226

Gantt Chart, 87

garden-path sentence, 34–36

garden-path error, 217

gerund, 38, 217

Google Scholar, 168, 172

grammatical subjects, 74

Gunning FOG index, 6

heading

priming effect, 107

heavy-NP shift, 35

Hemingway, Ernest, 184

Herron, Piper, 136

iconicity assumption, 19

inference-building, 55, 59

infinitives, 15, 218–220

inverse entailment, 166

journalistic conventions

coherence, 92

Kahneman, Daniel, 75

klimax

scala, 194

kludgy expressions, 154

language-style matching, 50, 194

Large Language Models, 17

left-NP shift, 156

Lexile®, 6

linguistic continuity, 72

linguistic references

sequencing, 70

lists, 191–194

limiting items, 61–62

logical references

sequencing, 70

long paragraphs

disadvantages, 94

macrostructure, 108

MCAT

Critical Analysis of Reasoning Skills (CARS),
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metadiscourse, 151–153

emphatics, 151–152

hedges, 151, 153

narration, 151–152

metaphors and similes

nonfiction writing, 160

Miller’s Law, 61

misplaced modifier, 214

modifiers, 212

Nature, 202

negatives, 148–151

New Criticism, 122

nominalization, 31–33

non-action verbs, 25–27, 44

noun clauses, 224

noun strings, 41–42

novelty

paradox, 201

occipital lobe, 177

optimal sentence length

long sentences, 63–64

paradox, 201–203

in research, 175

paragraph body, 103

length, 104

shifts in topics, 104

paragraph foot, 89, 119–120

paragraph head, 89, 96, 101

content in future paragraphs, 102

email, 102

framing arguments efficiently, 96

length, 97

paragraph length

minimum numbers of sentences, 105

participles, 217

passive sentences, 19–24, 73

passive voice, 44

periodic sentences, 43

periods, 226

phonological, auditory, and visual loop,

178

phrases, 213

benefits of using, 189

planning fallacy, 13, 87

point sentence, 100

point-last organization, 93

point-last paragraphs, 94

prediction, 56

coherence, 89
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preliminary thesis, 111–112

recency effect, 112

preposition

bogus rules, 225

prepositional phrases, 215–217

primacy effect, 61–62

priming, 195

priming effects, 74

paragraph heads, 101

procrastination, 11

pronouns, 206–209

as subjects, 30

Purdue OWL, 98

readability scores, 6

recency effect, 61–62

redundant modifiers, 146–147

redundant pairs, 146–147

reference management software

EndNote, 172

RefMan, 172

RefWorks, 172

referential continuity, 75

repetition of key words, 110

revising

largest units to smallest, 129

Richards, I. A., 122

scala

klimax, 194

Schank, Roger, 36, 57

schemas, 57–59

secondary stress, 73

semicolons, 229

sentence length

variations, 184–191

sentence structure

variation, 179–183

sentence-level processing, 18, 69

sequencing, 70–74

simplicity of meaning vs simplistic meaning,

157

skim reading

document body paragraphs, 125

skimming

reading, 97

split infinitives

bogus rules, 224

stages in the writing process, 11

Standard English, 134–135

startle response, 167–171

stress, 60

stress position, 62–64

structural priming, 51

study limitations

placement, 126

subheading

priming effect, 107

subheadings

reader’s recall, 107

subject

grammatical, 204–206

subject–verb agreement, 205

subject–verb–object order, 18–19

supplementary motor area, 177

supratemporal gyri, 178

The Great Gatsby, 185

there is, 24–25

thesis, 90

thesis features

concrete, specific, and comprehensive, 118

thesis formula, 118

thesis sentence, 113–119

conventions, 114

impacts, 114

priming effect, 114

schemas, 114

stress position, 114

throat-clearing, 142, 153–154

titles, 120–124

overly precise, 123

top-down vs bottom-up research, 166

topic sentences, 95

transitional phrases, 37, 69

transitions, 60, 65–69, 74

tricolon, 182

Tversky, Amos, 75

Urban Dictionary, 134

verbals, 37–40, see also infinitives

verbs, 209–211

Virginia Tech Undergraduate Historical

Review, 117

Wernicke’s area, 177

Williams, Joseph, 151

word choice

variations, 73

word-level processing, 17

world Englishes, 134

writing thesis sentences

writing process, 115
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