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Reconfiguring Thomistic Christology

In this book, Matthew Levering unites eschatologically charged biblical 

Christology with metaphysical and dogmatic Thomistic Christology, by 

highlighting the typological Christologies shared by Scripture, the Church 

Fathers, and Aquinas. Like the Church Fathers, Aquinas often reflected 

upon Jesus in typological terms (especially in his biblical  commentaries), 

just as the New Testament does. Showing the connections between New 

Testament, Patristic, and Aquinas’s own typological portraits of Jesus, 

Levering reveals how the eschatological Jesus of biblical scholarship can 

be integrated with Thomistic Christology. His study produces a fully 

 contemporary Thomistic Christology that unites Ressourcement and 

Thomistic modes of theological inquiry, thereby bridging two schools of 

contemporary theology that too often are imagined as rivals. Levering's 

book reflects and augments the current resurgence of Thomistic Christol-

ogy as an ecumenical project of relevance to all Christians.

matthew Levering  holds the James N. and Mary D. Perry Jr. Chair 

of Theology at Mundelein Seminary. He is the author of over thirty books, 

including Aquinas’s Eschatological Ethics and the Virtue of Temperance 

(2019) and Paul in the “Summa Theologiae” (2014).
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There is a need among upper-undergraduate and graduate students of 

theology, as well as among Christian teachers and church professionals, for a 

series of short, focussed studies of particular key topics in theology written by 

prominent theologians. Current Issues in Theology meets this need.

The books in the series are designed to provide a ‘state-of-the-art’ statement 

on the topic in question, engaging with contemporary thinking as well as 

providing original insights. The aim is to publish books which stand between 

the static monograph genre and the more immediate statement of a journal 

article, by authors who are questioning existing paradigms or rethinking 

perspectives.

Other titles in the series:

Holy Scripture    John Webster

The Just War Revisited    Oliver O’Donovan

Bodies and Souls, or Spirited Bodies?  Nancey Murphy

Christ and Horrors    Marilyn McCord Adams

Divinity and Humanity    Oliver D. Crisp

The Eucharist and Ecumenism    George Hunsinger

Christ the Key    Kathryn Tanner

Theology without Metaphysics    Kevin W. Hector
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Ralston

Human Anguish and God’s Power    David H. Kelsey

Rethinking Paul: Protestant Theology and Pauline Exegesis    Edwin Chr. van 
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“In this book, Levering not only documents the contemporary re- 

emergence of Thomistic Christology. He also contributes to it  significantly 

by underscoring the biblical and typological framework of St. Thomas’ 

Christology. He does so while illustrating  manifold connections between 

Aquinas’ scriptural exegesis and that of many contemporary biblical inter-

preters, in a contribution that is both original and sorely needed, restoring 

unity to regions of theology that are often separated  artificially. This is a 

bold work of theological faith and historical  reason, contemporary bib-

lical exegesis and classical  scriptural theology, yet another illustration of 

the judicious insight and tangible charity of Matthew Levering as a central 

protagonist of  theology in our era.”

Thomas Joseph White, OP, Rector,  

Angelicum, Rome

“The very conception of this book a reading of Thomistic  Christology 

through the lens of Thomas’ use of biblical typologies is a brilliant and 

inspired breakthrough that promises to break down entrenched bounda-

ries between systematic Christology, modern biblical exegesis, and Thom-

istic studies. The realization of this conception throughout this book brings 

this daring promise to a compelling and richly  rewarding fulfillment. This 

is ressourcement theology at its finest, as deeply recuperative of the riches 

of the Christian tradition as it is  creatively and impactfully responsive to 

the present moment.”

Khaled Anatolios, John A. O’Brien Professor of Theology,  

University of Notre Dame
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