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BUILDING SOCIALISM

By placing the party grassroots at the centre of its focus, Building
Socialism presents an original account of the formative first two
decades of the Soviet system. Assembled in a large network of
primary party organisations (PPO), the Bolshevik rank-and-file was
an army of activists made up of ordinary people. While far removed
from the levers of power, they were nevertheless charged with pro-
moting the Party’s programme of revolutionary social transformation
in their workplaces, neighbourhoods and households. Their regular
meetings, conferences and campaigns have generated a voluminous
source base. This rich material provides a unique view of the practical
manifestation of the Party’s revolutionary mission and forms the basis
of this insightful new narrative of how the Soviet republic functioned
in the period from the end of the Russian Civil War in 1921 to its
invasion by Nazi Germany in 1941.

Yiannis Kokosalakis is a Research Fellow in the Faculty of History,
Philosophy and Theology at Bielefeld University. His research
focuses on the history of the socialist states of the twentieth century
and the experience of revolutionary movements in government and
has published a number of articles on Soviet labour relations, ideo-
logical instruction and political reform. He has held a European
Marie Sklodowska Curie Fellowship and received a National
University of Ireland Early Career Award for his work.
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The aim of this series in early modern and modern European history is to publish
outstanding works of research, addressed to important themes across a wide
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will comprise focused works of wide contextual range and intellectual ambition.
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Hopoxka ckaTepTbio!
MBI U KyXapKy
Kaxy1o
BBIYYHUM
YIpaBJISATh FOCYyjapCTBOM!
Vladimir Maiakovskii, Viadimir Il'ich Lenin, 1924
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agitprop
aktiv

artel’

CcC
edinonachalie
gorkom

gubkom

KP
kul’tprop
obkom
partkom
partorg
partorg TsK
partsec
PPO
rabkor
raikom
RGASPI
RGAVMF
spetseedstvo

TsGAIPD
VKP (b)

zapiska
zavkom

Abbreviations and Russian Terms

agitation and propaganda

activist group

traditional Russian work-crew

Central Committee of the Communist Party
one-person management principle

city committee of the Communist Party

province (guberniia) committee of the Communist
Party, obkom from 1929

Krasnyi Putilovets, Red Putilovite works in Leningrad
culture and propaganda, department and head of
province (oblast’) committee of the Communist Party
party committee

party organiser

party organiser assigned directly by the CC

party secretary

Primary Party Organisation

workers’ correspondent

district committee of the Communist Party

Russian State Archive of Social and Political History
Russian State Archive of the Navy

specialist-baiting

Central State Archive of Historical-Political
Documents, Saint-Petersburg

All-Union Communist Party (bolsheviks), the
Communist Party

note to speaker, often question

factory committee
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