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In the wake of World War II, the victorious Allied armies implemented
a radical program to purge Nazism from Germany and preserve peace in
Europe. Between 1945 and 1949, 20 million political questionnaires, or
Fragebogen, were distributed by American, British, French, and Soviet
armies to anxious Germans who had to prove their non-Nazi status
to gain employment. Drafted by university professors and social scien-
tists, these surveys defined much of the denazification experience and
were immensely consequential to the material and emotional recovery
of Germans.

In Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany, Mikkel Dack draws
the curtain to reveal what denazification looked like on the ground and
in practice and how the highly criticized vetting program impacted the
lives of individual Germans and their families as they recovered from the
war. Accessing recently declassified documents, this book challenges
traditional interpretations by illustrating the positive elements of the
denazification campaign and recounting a more comprehensive history,
one of mid-level Allied planners, civil affairs soldiers, and regular
German citizens. The Fragebogen functions as a window into this
everyday history.

Mikkel Dack is Assistant Professor of History at Rowan University and
Director of Research at the Rowan Center for the Study of the
Holocaust, Genocide, and Human Rights.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany

Mikkel Dack
Frontmatter
More Information

Everyday Denazification in
Postwar Germany

The Fragebogen and Political Screening during
the Allied Occupation

Mikkel Dack

Rowan University

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany
Mikkel Dack

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009216333

DOI: 10.1017/9781009216326
© Mikkel Dack 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Dack, Mikkel, 1982- author.

Title: Everyday denazification in postwar Germany : the Fragebogen and political
screening during the Allied Occupation / Mikkel Dack.

Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York : Cambridge University
Press, 2023. | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2022036171 (print) | LCCN 2022036172 (ebook) | ISBN
9781009216333 (hardback) | ISBN 9781009216357 (paperback) | ISBN
9781009216326 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Denazification—-Germany. | Germany-Politics and govern-
ment-1945-1990. | Government questionnaires—Germany—History—20th
century. | Employee screening-Germany-History-20th century. |
National socialism—Social aspects—Germany. | Germans—Attitudes.

Classification: LCC DD257.2 .D24 2023 (print) | LCC DD257.2 (ebook) |
DDC 943.087-dc23/eng/20220802

LC record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2022036171

LC ebook record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2022036172

ISBN 978-1-009-21633-3 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany
Mikkel Dack

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

List of Illustrarions
List of Tables
Acknowledgments
List of Abbreviations

Introduction

Denazification and the Fragebogen
Interpreting Denazification
Methodology, Sources, and Scope
Outline of the Book

1 An Army of Academics: Planning the Denazification
of Germany
The Problem of Denazification
Civilianizing the Military, 1943-1944
The Neo-Marxist War on Nazism
Inter-Allied Planning for Denazification
Conclusion

2 “A Miserable Paper Substitute for a Spontaneous

Revolution”: Drafting the Questionnaire
Italian Origins: Defascistization and the Scheda Personale
Drafting the Fragebogen

The Handbook Controversy

French and Soviet Questionnaires

Conclusion

3 “Land of the Fragebogen”: Screening the
German Population
Allied Invasion and Early Distribution of the Questionnaires,
1944-1945
The Questionnaires under Military Government Administration,
1945-1946
The Questionnaires under German Administration, 1946—-1949
Conclusion

page vii
viii

ix

xii

10
16
19

21
22
31
43
55
63

65
66
74
88
99

108

111
113
125

144
158

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany

Mikkel Dack
Frontmatter
More Information

vi Contents

4 The “Little Man’s Nuremberg”: Germans

and Denazification 162
The Everyday Experience of Denazification 164
Passing or Failing: The Consequences of Political Screening 180
Case Study: Kreis Hersfeld (Hesse), 1945-1949 191
Conclusion 206
5 Writing Away Culpability: The Unintended Outcomes
of Denazification 209
Resorting to “Gestapo Methods”: Denunciation and Denazification 211
Tailoring Truth: Memory Construction and Whitewashing the Nazi Past 226
Conclusion 251
Conclusion: Everyday Denazification 253
Appendix: The Fragebogen Questions 264
Bibliography 273
Index 295

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany
Mikkel Dack

Frontmatter

More Information

Illustrations

FIGURES

1.1 Cover of the satirical magazine Das Wespennest,

October 7, 1948 page 29
1.2 US officers attending a lecture at the School

of Military Government at the University of Virginia

(Charlottesville), April 1943 41
2.1 First page of the SHAEF Fragebogen 82
2.2 First page of the US Fragebogen 95
3.1 Two civil affairs officers sort through captured Nazi

records at the Berlin Document Center, 1946 128
3.2 First page of the Meldebogen 155
4.1 Submitting a denazification questionnaire in Berlin’s Steglitz

district, 1946 170
4.2 A crowd of German citizens filling out questionnaires

in Frankfurt am Main 171
5.1 “The Bridge to Freedom,” by former Nazi caricaturist

Walter Hofmann (“Waldl”), 1946 239
MAP
1 Germany under Allied Occupation, 1945-49 XV

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany

Mikkel Dack
Frontmatter
More Information

Tables

TABLES
3.1 US Special Branch review of Fragebogen in Bavaria,

Wirttemberg-Baden, and Hesse (prior to May 31, 1946) 134
3.2 Questionnaire activities by US Special Branch in

Bavaria (August 13-19, 1946) 148
3.3 Questionnaires processed in each zone/sector (1945-49) 160
4.1 Removal and exclusion from public office and private

business in each zone/sector 186
4.2 Hersfeld Military Government and Spruchkammer rulings,

sample group 204
5.1 Denazification case files, sample group 231

viii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany
Mikkel Dack

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

This book bears the imprint of many people whose advice, support, and
friendship sustained me at different times and in different places. The
project had a long gestation period, and while research and writing are
solitary endeavors, I regularly relied on the knowledge and input of others.

In 2006, as a bright-eyed Canadian exchange student, I had the
privilege of meeting several prominent scholars at the Frei Universitit
Berlin, notably Uta Gerhardt and Gisela Bock, who, unbeknownst to me
then, set me on a new research path. They encouraged me to seek out a
more inclusive history of the Allied occupation, one about people not
policies, and also to reconsider the legacies of the political purge. Some
years later, a chance discovery of thousands of mislabeled denazification
case files at the US National Archives led to the writing of this book.

My doctoral supervisor and mentor, Annette Timm, guided the pro-
ject through the dissertation stage. She allowed me room to explore and
discover, while also pushing me to broaden my historical purview and
question conventional interpretations. Annette continues to be a source
of support and inspiration and I owe her a deep debt of gratitude. The
dissertation was further advised on by Holger Herwig, Devin Pendas,
Frank Biess, Petra Dolata, Florentine Strzelczyk, and Frank Stahnisch —
each of them provided critical perspectives and valuable commentaries.

Decisive academic support in embarking on and sustaining this
research project was provided by a number of organizations. Foremost
among them was the German Historical Institute (GHI) in Washington
DC, which was a pillar of support during the early stages of research, as
well as the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) and the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) of Canada.
Grants and fellowships from these agencies allowed for extended stays
in Washington, London, Berlin, and Koblenz.

The twelve-year project involved research at no less than twenty arch-
ives in four countries and the exploration of hundreds of record collec-
tions, a labyrinth of sources that I could have never navigated on my own.
Among the many archivists and librarians who guided me, I must

ix

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany
Mikkel Dack

Frontmatter

More Information

X Acknowledgments

mention the generosity of Amy Schmidt and Eric van Slander at the US
National Archives in College Park, Maryland; Lars Amelung and Martin
Luchterhandt at the Bundesarchiv in Berlin and Koblenz; and Bernd von
Kostka and Florian Weif} at the AlliiertenMuseum in Berlin. I am also
indebted to several historians in Hesse, especially Sebastian Hild,
Treasurer of the Hersfeld Historical Association, who went above and
beyond to educate me on the history of the town and district of Hersfeld.
Thank you to the Stiftung Haus der Geschichte der Bundesrepublik
Deutschland, the AlliiertenMuseum, and the Staatsarchiv Ludwigsburg
for donating images for the book.

I would also like to express my appreciation to the men and women
who shared private stories with me about growing up in postwar occu-
pied Germany. They opened up their homes and hearts to me and
recounted very difficult family histories.

Rowan University is an extraordinary place to be a historian. Since
arriving in the fall of 2018, my department and college have given me
uninterrupted support for the writing of this book. My colleagues work-
shopped chapters, offered constructive criticism, and even taught some
of my classes to free up time for revisions. It is a privilege to be a member
of this community of scholars, one that is as much revered as it is
collegial. I am also thankful to my students and advisees, whose unique
viewpoints and creative thinking convinced me, more than once, to
amend the manuscript.

My editor, Liz Friend-Smith, shepherded me through the publication
process. Already familiar with the history of post-WWII Germany, she
has always been a strong advocate of the project and its intellectual aims.
In the latter stages, Laheba Alam, Elliot Beck, and Vinithan
Sedumadhavan provided critical assistance, revealing to me the many
hidden parts of the publication machine. I am also grateful to the
anonymous reviewers for their careful commentary, which improved
the book in many ways. Kate Blackmer created a beautiful map and
Tanya Izzard a comprehensive and highly accessible index.

Working in different countries and at the intersection of several sub-
fields, I have had the pleasure of making friends and finding mentorship
in many corners. At every stage of the project, fellow scholars have
inspired and advised me. Some of them are Jason Crouthamel, Kate
Horning, Gary Bruce, Matthew Berg, Richard Wetzell, Marie-
Bénédicte Vincent, Benjamin Nienass, Jonathan Bach, Hanne Leflau,
William Brustein, Helen Roche, Bill Niven, Ryan Dahn, Katya Motyl,
Melissa Kravetz, Michael Jonas, Detlef Osterreich, Eva Schultze,
Brandon Bloch, Robert Terrell, Paul Steege, and Jay Lockenour.
Sharing my research at the GHI Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar, the

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany
Mikkel Dack

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments xi

Heidelberg Center for American Studies Spring Academy, and the
Philadelphia Area Modern Germany Workshop led to the project being
reborn multiple times, always for the better. I also received vital experi-
ence while studying at Helmut Schmidt Universitdt in Hamburg. It was
there that Bernd Wegner and Michael Jonas preserved a rigorous intel-
lectual environment for me to develop my research topic. Meanwhile,
my fourteen Bundeswehr officer housemates warmly welcomed me, a
civilian foreigner, into their Kameradschaft. These experiences exposed
me to some unique perspectives and advanced my understanding of
German military history and cultural memory.

And then there are those friends who contributed in so many intan-
gible ways, which are hard to measure but impossible to disregard. To
include all of their names would fill its own book, yet special mention
must be made of Shannon Murphy, Victoria Bucholtz, Will Pratt, Stuart
Barnard, Beau Cleland, Andrew McEwen, Celeste Sharpe, Erna
Kurbegovi¢, John Woitkowitz, Jess Knights, René Smolinsky, Rodrigo
Sermeno, Tessa Murphy, Junko Takeda, Norman Kutcher, and Jordan
Smith. On both sides of the Atlantic, I have met so many incredible
people who have sustained me emotionally.

My deepest gratitude is to my family — Kate, Jordan, Skye, Jason, and
Scarlet — for supporting my stubborn passion for history and providing
me with a continuous outpouring of love and encouragement. But
nobody has contributed more to this book than my father, Philip Dack,
who is my hero. He is a storyteller and a mover of mountains, and it is his
creative instinct, intellectual prowess, and playful demeanor that made
this project possible and also enjoyable. This is why, as a small token of
appreciation, this book is dedicated to him.

A final and special note of gratitude goes to my wife and closest friend,
Evangeline. She has lived with this book for as long as she has known me.
It is a stepchild that she lovingly adopted. She is such a positive force,
and over the last few years, I have too often relied on her patience and
generosity. Furthermore, she continues to be unwavering in her support
of my vocation, regardless of where it has taken me, and us.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany

Mikkel Dack
Frontmatter
More Information

Abbreviations

ACC (G) Allied Control Council (Germany)
ACC (I) Allied Control Commission (Italy)

ACDP Archiv fiir Christlich-Demokratische Politik (Archive for

Christian Democratic Policy)

ADMAE Archives diplomatiques, Ministére des Affaires
Etrangeres (Diplomatic Archives, Ministry for Foreign

Affairs)

AdsD Archiv der sozialen Demokratie (Archive of Social
Democracy)

ADW Archiv des Diakonischen Werkes (Archive for Diaconal
Work of the Evangelical Church in Germany)

AFHQ Allied Forces Headquarters

AM AlliiertenMuseum (Allied Museum)

AMFA Administration militaire frangaise en Allemagne (French
Military Administration in Germany)

AMG Allied Military Government

AMGOT Allied Military Government for Occupied Territories

APW Armistice and Post-War Committee

ASTP Area Specialized Training Program

BAB Bundesarchiv, Berlin (German Federal Archives)

BAF Bundesarchiv-Militdrarchiv, Freiburg (German Federal
Archives/Military Archives)

BAK Bundesarchiv, Koblenz (German Federal Archives)

BDC Berlin Document Center

BDM Bund Deutscher Midel (League of German Girls)

BHStA Bayerisches Hauptstaatsarchiv (Bavarian State Main
Archives)

CAC Civil Affairs Center

CAD Civil Affairs Division

CAO Civil Affairs Officers

CASC Civil Affairs Staff Centre

CATS Civil Affairs Training School

xii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany

Mikkel Dack
Frontmatter
More Information

List of Abbreviations xiii

cC
CCAC
CCG(BE)
CCS
CDU

CES

CIC
COSSAC
DAF
DCCAO
DP

DRA

DVP
EAC
EAD
EKD

ETOUSA
EZA

FBI
FDP
FEA
FORD
FRG
FSF
G-5
GCU
GDR
Gestapo
H]J

Itz

ITC
JCS
KfD
KPD

LAB
LDP

Control Council

Combined Civil Affairs Committee

Control Commission for Germany (British Element)
Combined Chiefs of Staff

Christlich Demokratische Union (Christian
Democratic Union)

Central European Section

Counter Intelligence Corps

Chief of Staff to Supreme Allied Commander
Deutsche Arbeitsfront (German Labor Front)

Deputy Chief of Civil Affairs Officer

displaced person

Deutsche Rundfunkarchiv (German Broadcasting
Archive)

Deutsche Volkspartei (German People’s Party)
European Advisory Council

Europe—Africa Division

Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland (Evangelical Church
in Germany)

European Theater of Operations, United States Army
Evangelisches Zentralarchiv (Evangelical Central
Archives)

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Freie Demokratische Partei (Free Democratic Party)
Foreign Economic Administration

Foreign Office Research Department

Federal Republic of Germany

Field Security Force

Civil Affairs Division (SHAEF)

German Country Unit

German Democratic Republic

Geheime Staatspolizei (Secret State Police)

Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth)

Institut fiir Zeitgeschichte (Institute for Contemporary
History)

Intelligence Training Centre

Joint Chiefs of Staff

Kraft durch Freude (Strength through Joy)
Kommunistische Partei Deutschland (Communist Party
of Germany)

Landesarchiv Berlin (Berlin State Archives)

Liberal Demokratische Partei (Liberal Democratic Party)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany

Mikkel Dack
Frontmatter
More Information

xiv List of Abbreviations

MG Military Government

MOII War Office Section of Military Operations

MVD Soviet Ministry of Internal Affairs

NARA National Archives and Records Administration

NKVD People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs

NSDAP Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (National
Socialist German Workers’ Party)

NSV Nationalsozialistische Volkswohlfahrt (National Socialist
People’s Welfare)

OMGUS Office of Military Government, United States

OSS Office of Strategic Services

PMG Office of Provost Marshal General/War Office

PNF Partito Nazionale Fascista (National Fascist Party)

POLAD Political Affairs Division

POW prisoner of war

PWD Psychological Warfare Division

R&A Research and Analysis Branch

RM Reichsmark

SA Sturmabteilung (Storm Detachment)

SCAO Supreme Civil Affairs Officer

SD Sicherheitsdienst (Security Service)

SED Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschland (Socialist Unity
Party of Germany)

SHAEF Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force

SIS Secret Intelligence Service

SMA Soviet Military Administration

SOE Special Operations Executive

SPD Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands (Social
Democratic Party of Germany)

SS Schutzstaffel (Protection Squadron)

Stasi Ministerium fiir Staatssicherheit (Ministry for State
Security)

TNA The National Archives

UNRRA United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration

USFET United States Forces, European Theater

USGCC United States Group Control Council

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

ZFO Zone frangaise d’occupation (French Zone of

Occupation)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-21633-3 — Everyday Denazification in Postwar Germany

Mikkel Dack
Frontmatter
More Information

‘Q%}gf)ENg

3 O%Q s

NETHERLANDS

(® Leipzig
7, Dresdene

=

HersreLD

o
Wiesbaden

B eNuremberg
AMERICAN ZONE

§
o Stuttgart .
i

* Munich

\ A\
. \
e Freiburg § o~
=)

FRANCE

100 MILES
100 KILOMETRES

ey N~ T

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

N

Baltic
Sea

POLAND

AUSTRIA

BLACKMER MAPS

SWITZERLAND
French

sector

British
sector

*  Military government headquarters
BE Bremen Enclave (American zone)

SP  Saar Protectorate (French administration) | American sector

Four-PoweR BErLIN

Soviet
sector

Map 1 Germany under Allied Occupation, 1945-49

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009216333
www.cambridge.org

