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Kenneth Mouré shows how the black market in Vichy France developed
not only to serve German exploitation, but also as an essential strategy
for survival for commerce and consumers. His analysis explains how and
why the black market became so prevalent and powerful in France and
remained necessary after Liberation. Marché Noir draws on diverse
French archives as well as diaries, memoirs and contemporary fiction,
to highlight the importance of the black market in everyday life. Vichy’s
economic controls set the context for adaptations — by commerce facing
economic and political constraints, and by consumers needing essential
goods. Vichy collaboration in this realm seriously damaged the regime’s
legitimacy. Marché Noir offers new insights into the dynamics of black
markets in wartime, and how illicit trade in France served not only to
exploit consumer needs and increase German power, but also to aid
communities in their strategies for survival.
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French terms

Contréle technique — Le Service du contréle technique, created in December
1939 to monitor postal communications, expanded in 1940 to listen
in on telephone conversations as well. Officially under the control of
the War Department and, from August 1942, under Pierre Laval as
prime minister.

réfractaires — young men avoiding labour for the Germans in the Service du

Travail Obligatoire

soulte — a premium paid in cash, not recorded on the sales receipt

le systeme D — making do, using initiative to solve problems

trafiqguant — trafficker, black marketeer

transaction — a fine, determined and imposed by control authorities
including the Contréle économique, especially for black market
offences
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