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Indonesia, like many other countries around the world, is currently

experiencing a process of democratic backsliding, marked by a toxic

mix of religious sectarianism, polarization and executive overreach.

Despite this trend, Indonesians have become more, rather than less,

satisûed with their country’s democratic practice. What accounts for

this puzzle? Unity through Division examines an overlooked aspect of

democracy in Indonesia: political representation. In this country, an

ideological cleavage between pluralism and Islamism has long charac-

terized political competition. This cleavage, while divisive, has been a

strength of Indonesia’s democracy, giving meaning to political partici-

pation and allowing a degree of representation not often observed in

young democracies. While the recent resurgence of radical Islam and

political polarization in Indonesian politics may have contributed to

democratic erosion, these factors have simultaneously clariûed political

alternatives and improved perceptions of representation, in turn bol-

stering democratic participation and satisfaction. This compelling book

effectively challenges the wisdom on the role of Islam in Indonesian

political life and provides a fresh analysis for debates on democratic

backsliding in Indonesia and beyond.

÷ÿ÷÷ÿ ÷ÿ÷÷÷÷ÿ is Assistant Professor in the Department of Public and

International Affairs at City University of Hong Kong. He studies

political behavior, accountability and representation, especially in the

context of Southeast Asia.
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