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Why did some doctors in Classical Greece feel compelled to study the
universe as 2 whole? How could cosmological principles be employed
in clinical practice? This book explores the works of the cosmological
doctors, such as On Breaths, On Flesh, and On Regimen, and argues
that they form part of a much broader reorganization of medical
knowledge in the fifth and fourth centuries BCE. These healers used
cosmological principles as a supplement to, rather than a replacement
of, more traditional approaches to health and disease, creating theor-
ies about the cosmos whose obscurities can best be understood as the
products of medical thinking. Through fresh readings of many
ancient sources, the book revises customary views of the intersections
between medicine and cosmology in Classical Greece and advances
our understanding of one of the most remarkable periods in the
history of ancient thought.

DAVID H. CAMDEN holds the Alexander Smith Cochran Chair in
Greek Language and Literature at St. Paul's School in Concord, NH.
He obtained his doctorate in Classical Philology at Harvard
University.
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With the exception of Galen, abbreviations of Greek authors and their
works are taken from Liddell, Scott, and Jones, hereafter LS]J.
Abbreviations for Latin authors are taken from Lewis and Short. Titles of
Galen’s works are abbreviated in accordance with the appendix to Nutton
(2020). Works in the Hippocratic Corpus are first cited by their paragraph
and section number, then by their volume and page number in Littré,
hereafter L. The paragraph and section numbers are taken from the most
recent editions, with preference given to the Corpus Medicorum Graecorum,
Budé, and Loeb editions, in that order. All Greek texts are based on these
same editions, although I have occasionally found it preferable to adopt my
own readings, the most significant of which are explained in the footnotes.
Where applicable, the works of Galen are cited according to their volume
and page number in Kiihn, hereafter K. The following abbreviations have
also been used:

AbhMainz ~ Abhandlungen der geistes- und sozialwissenschaftlichen Klasse
der Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur, Mainz
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Originals in the British Museum. Oxford University Press

BAM Kocher, F. 1963—2007. Babylonisch-assyrische Medizin in
Texten und Untersuchungen. De Gruyter

BNJ Brill’s New Jacoby

BNP Brill’s New Pauly

CcpP Classical Philology

cQ The Classical Quarterly

DK Diels, H., and Kranz, W. 1952. Die Fragmente der
Vorsokratiker. Sixth edition. Weidmann

HSCP Harvard Studies in Classical Philology

1G Inscriptiones Graecae
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Unless otherwise noted, all translations are my own.
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