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Freedom in Captivity

How do borderland dwellers living along militarised frontiers negotiate regimes of 

state security and their geopolitical location in everyday life? What might 8freedom9 

mean to those who do not resist captivity engendered by borders? Focusing on the 

predicaments of a double-minority, Freedom in Captivity examines the affective 

attachments, political imaginaries and ethical claims-making among the Shi8a Muslims 

of Kargil in the union territory of Ladakh, India. In contrast to calls for freedom in 

the Kashmir Valley, Shi8as on the frontiers of Kashmir have sought belonging to India. 

Yet they do not entirely succumb to its hegemonic ideological boundaries. Departing 

from the dominant focus on physical cross-border mobility, this book is an invitation 

to re-imagine borderlands as cartographies of ideas, cutting across spatial scales. Based 

on original ethnographic research conducted between 2008 and 2021, the book offers 

a unique longue-durée insight into the lives of people residing at the intersections of the 

biggest states in Asia.

Radhika Gupta is Assistant Professor at the Institute for Cultural Anthropology 

and Development Sociology, Leiden University, Netherlands. Her research interests 

include anthropology of religion (especially Islam), borderlands, post-colonial politics, 

urban anthropology, environmental humanities and critical theory.
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SOUTH ASIA IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

South Asia has become a laboratory for devising new institutions and practices of 

modern social life. Forms of capitalist enterprise, providing welfare and social services, 

the public role of religion, the management of ethnic conflict, popular culture and 

mass democracy in the countries of the region have shown a marked divergence from 

known patterns in other parts of the world. South Asia is now being studied for its 

relevance to the general theoretical understanding of modernity itself.

South Asia in the Social Sciences will feature books that offer innovative research on 

contemporary South Asia. It will focus on the place of the region in the various global 

disciplines of the social sciences and highlight research that uses unconventional 

sources of information and novel research methods. While recognising that most 

current research is focused on the larger countries, the series will attempt to showcase 

research on the smaller countries of the region.
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in me by family, friends and, above all, people in Kargil, I might not have persisted. 

When I embarked upon this research, everyone in Kargil was eager to tell their stories, 

for their voices to be heard. This book is a small gesture of gratitude for the immense 

learning, friendship and grace I have received from them over the years. 
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Ladakh Studies (IALS). I am indebted to the entire Munshi clan, especially Gulzar, 

Aijaz and Riaz Munshi, and Dr Fatima, for their hospitality and valuable insights into 
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heart. I benefitted enormously from Rahman sahib9s wisdom and encouragement 

to always think deeper and harder and have been touched by his family9s warmth. 
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FCR Frontier Crime Regulation

FCRA Foreign Contribution Regulation Act

IALS International Association for Ladakh Studies

IB Intelligence Bureau

IKMT Imam Khomeini Memorial Trust

INTACH Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage
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I have used John T. Platts9 Dictionary of Urdu, Classical Hindi and English1 to transliterate 

most of the Urdu and Hindi words. For words not found in the dictionary, I have  

transcribed phrases and terms in a way that best reflects the pronunciation in the Kargil 

region. Diacritical marks have not been used throughout the text for the sake of simplicity 

with the exception of ¿ayn and hamza (for examples, Qur9an, shari¿a, and ¿ulama).  

All entries in the glossary use diacritical marks but omit emphatic consonants.

To reflect subcontinental and local pronunciation, i and u are used rather than 

e and o (for examples, 8Qur9an9 in place of 8Qoran9 and 8Muharram9 in place of 

8Moharram9). Exceptions have been made for constructions that approximate the 

Urdu pronunciation (for example, yaum-e-azadi).

Persian and Arabic words not found in Platts9 dictionary have been transcribed 

following the International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies (IJMES) guidelines. 

Accordingly, words found in the Merriam-Webster Dictionary and the Oxford Advanced 

Learner9s Dictionary have not been treated as technical terms and are therefore not  

italicised or marked with diacritics (for examples, 8abaya9, 8agha9, 8fatwa9, 8hadith9 and 8hijab9). 

Purigi, Ladakhi and Balti are Tibetan dialects. I have transcribed the words according 

to the local pronunciation as this varies between dialects. Purigi often includes words from 

Urdu, Persian and Arabic (for example, 8Hajji Mo9). Where the spelling is relevant, I have 

included the widely accepted Wylie transliteration of the Tibetan script2 in only the glossary.

Notes
1.# Digital Dictionaries of South Asia, http://dsal.uchicago.edu/dictionaries/platts 

(accessed on 20 July 2022).
2.# Turrell Wylie, 8A Standard System of Tibetan Transcription9, Harvard Journal 

of Asiatic Studies 22 (December 1959): 261367, https://doi.org/10.2307/2718544 
(accessed on 20 July 2022).
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